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Weekend

ENDANGERED COOSA
A recent report by American Rivers, which is a 45,000-member environmental group supporting the well being of lakes, rivers and streams of
the United States, listed the Coosa River as one of the top 10 most endangered rivers. Herald Photos/Peggy Blackburn

Coosa River falls on American Rivers’most endangered list
By PEGGY BLACKBURN
Managing Editor

American Rivers placed the Coosa River on
its 2010 Most Endangered Rivers list, accord-
ing to information released Wednesday. The
winding 286-mile river was No. 10 on the
environmental group’s 25th annual alert.
The Coosa’s headwaters are located in Rome,
Ga. and it travels on a southwesterly course
until it joins the Tallapoosa near Wetumpka to
form the Alabama. The waterway includes
spans of calm current, as well as stretches of
rocky rapids.
An environmental group comprised of
45,000 members nationwide, the American
Rivers’ report claims the seven hydroelectric
dams impounding the river along its length
“doomed many of the Coosa’s native fish and

wildlife to extinction.” The dams were con-
structed in the early 1900s. The Alabama

Rivers Alliance nominated the Coosa River for
the threatened list.
Alabama Power Company is at the midway
point of a 10-year relicensing process with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) for all seven Coosa River installations.
Relicensing is a public process designed to
address operational, economic and environ-
mental issues associated with issuing new
licenses to the projects. FERC issues operating
licenses for a period of 30 to 50 years.
“I can’t speak for the agenda of the Top 10
list the American Rivers organization came up
with,” said Patrick Wylie, Alabama Power
director of corporate communications. “But I
can tell you that Alabama Power’s hydro proj-
ects have been in place for decades satisfacto-

American Rivers claims the Coosa River’s
native fish and wildlife are “doomed” to
extinction because of the seven hydroelectric
dams along the 286-mile river.

Faulk fined
for ethics
violation
By DAVID GOODWIN
News Editor

A $500 administrative fine
was levied against County
Commissioner Joe Faulk by
the Alabama Ethics Commis-
sion Wednesday.
Theresa Davis, a legal
research assistant at the ethics
commission, confirmed that an
administrative fine was levied
by the ethics commission at
Wednesday’s meeting.
Faulk said the
complaint was
related to “a
$504 mistake”
related to the
hotel bill from a
2008 trip to
Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C.
“It was a cleri-
cal error that, from my under-
standing, is routinely handled
in an administrative manner by
the ethics commission,” Faulk
said Friday. “I didn’t think
about it again until the ethics
commission called.”
Faulk said he has not yet
received official confirmation
of the fine. He said he’s
already written the commis-
sion a check for the $504 in
question. He said the money
was mistakenly reimbursed to
him for charges he believed
were made to his credit card.
They actually were placed on
the county commission’s card.
District Attorney Randall
Houston said he signed off on
the administrative fine “two or
three months ago.”
“They had no evidence it had
happened again, before or
after,” Houston, who reviewed
the investigators’ file, said.
“They did a thorough examina-
tion of records and this is all
they found. As soon as (Faulk)
realized the mistake, he took
care of it.”

Faulk

See COOSA, Page 2

Wetumpka Middle School science teacher
Sharon Turman examines a daisy with other
seminar participants. Herald Photo/Peggy Blackburn

Local teachers have eye
for creativity, literacy
By PEGGY BLACKBURN
Managing Editor

Teachers from 10 central
Alabama school systems, along
with educators from the
Alabama Math, Science and
Technology Institute at Auburn
University attended a two-day
workshop in Wetumpka this
past week. The seminar -- “The
Private Eye” -- drew positive
reviews from the 32 partici-
pants.
The process, developed by
Kerry Ruef, is designed to
develop higher order thinking
skills, creativity and literacy
across subject areas. Ruef’s

research while developing the
program proved to her that
thinking by analogy was one of
the top critical skills all success-
ful people possess -- from scien-
tists to artists.
“It’s a process that can apply
not only to every subject in
school, but to anything in life,”
said Debbie Pezzillo, program
coordinator for the UAB School
of Education’s Alabama Hands-
on Activity Science Program
(ALAHASP).
Program co-directors Joan
Dawson and Beverly Radford
presented the seminar, which

See TEACHERS, Page 2

LEC board seeks new
applicants for ’11 class
Special to the Herald

Leadership Elmore
County has recently gradu-
ated their ninth class of par-
ticipants.
The board is now accept-
ing applications for the 2011
class.
The annual county-wide
leadership development
program is designed to
enhance, build and mold
leadership skills and create
an awareness of issues and
resources in the area. The 20
participants selected will
begin classes in September.
Applicants must be 21
years of age, and either live

or work in Elmore County.
The application form and
more general information
can be found on the website
www.leadershipelmore-
county.com.
Deadline for applications
is July 1. Selection is based
on diversity of vocation,
gender, neighborhood, race
and age.
Everyone is a candidate.
Tuition for the program is
$300. Partial scholarships
are available.
For more information,
contact Marilee Tankersley,
Leadership Elmore County
executive director, at 567-
4637.


