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Good morning Chancellor Portera, Trustees, Presidents, Colleagues and Friends.
It is an honor and a privilege to be here today as the Representative of the UAB faculty 
When I was planning my move from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine to UAB at the end of 1999, my colleagues at Hopkins would often tell me how great UAB was, but after a brief pause…. this was usually followed, by them saying some thing along the lines that the only problem was “that it was in Birmingham, Alabama”!

Such comments were of course coming from people who had spent little if any time in Birmingham and once I arrived it did not take me long f to recognize that being in Birmingham…. and part of the wider Birmingham community…. is one of the reasons why UAB is such a successful institution.

In June 2009, a little more than 9 years after joining UAB, I was elected as the School of Medicine representative to the Faculty Senate and two years later I became Chair. Perhaps not surprisingly, before joining the Senate my view of UAB, like many others, was very School of Medicine centric.

Like my colleagues from Hopkins who didn’t realize that being in Birmingham is one of UAB’s strengths before joining the Senate I did not appreciate the fact that UAB’s strength as an institution is because of the breadth and depth of excellence in scholarship in all disciplines across UAB and not just because of the school of medicine.  

One of the great opportunities of being in the Faculty Senate and to serve as Chair has been to gain a deeper insight into UAB as a whole and so this morning, continuing in on a similar theme to Dr. Garrison, I would like to take a few minutes to highlight some of the recent accomplishments of UAB faculty across the campus.
It is particularly noteworthy that Donna Arnett, from the School of Public Heath is President of the American Heart Association - the sixth AHA President from UAB, the most from any single institution and the first epidemiologist to hold this position.

In addition Ed Partridge, from the School of Medicine is President of the American Cancer Society.   For UAB faculty to lead both these prestigious - health care advocacy and research organizations -  at the same time clearly -speaks to the excellence in biomedicine at UAB.
Despite its relative youth, UAB School of Medicine is now considered on a par with some of the most prestigious medical institutions the country.   Such success can only come from the tireless efforts of dedicated and innovative faculty resulting in national and international recognition for their research and clinical care in numerous disciplines.

Excellence in education is a core value at UAB and another key to its success.  The Council for Exceptional Children, the largest international professional organization dedicated to improving the educational success of individuals with disabilities, recently honored three UAB educators - Carol Allison, Cristal White Smith and Trenisha Reynolds from the School of Education for their contributions in educating the visually impaired.  
And Mickey Gee from the School of Business received national recognition for online instruction from the Quality Matters Program, a nationally ranked peer review organization - the first such recognition earned by an educator at a public university in Alabama.
The appointment of Sergey Mirov from the Department of Physics as a Fellow Member in the Optical Society, one of 66 elected out of more than 16,000 individuals from over 100 countries and the recognition by the American Medical Association of Richard Powers from the Department of Pathology as the 2012 recipient of the Dr. Nathan Davis Award for his outstanding service in the advancement of public health are yet further examples of scholarship and academic leadership at UAB.
Such examples of outstanding teaching, scholarship and academic leadership are among the reasons that students of the caliber Joshua Carpenter and Nicholas Price, an international studies major and a recent recipient of a prestigious William Jefferson Clinton Scholarship - choose UAB to be their academic home.

Everyday students, faculty and staff are involved in numerous activities, which have a positive impact on the health and welfare of the citizens of Alabama; however, I would like to take a moment to highlight just one, which involved students and faculty from the School of Business.
Last summer School of Business faculty Nathan Oliver and Jacob Gelber, accompanied six UAB students to work with a diverse group of high school students from Camden, the Wilcox County seat. They spent two weeks working together to stimulate the sale of local artwork, help create excitement in the state and region, to attract more tourists and to help improve the economic prosperity in Wilcox County.

These few of highlights can only represent a very small fraction of the numerous unrecognized successes that take place every day in lecture halls, classrooms, teaching labs, research labs and clinics throughout UAB.  
But despite these great achievements, we cannot ignore the many challenges that lie ahead of us in both higher education and biomedical research: The increasing competition for students; the rapidly evolving technologies changing the way we teach, learn, do research and care for patients and of course the ever present economic challenges which affect every corner of campus.  
There is no doubt that these combined disruptive influences of technological innovation and continuous financial constraints could be stumbling blocks on our path to future growth.

However, I am confident that instead these factors will act as catalysts to spur us as individual faculty – and - institutional leaders  - to identify creative solutions and to help build a stronger - even more competitive and innovative university - ideally positioned to educate the future students of this state - the country and the world. 
The fact that UAB, in a scant 40 years as an independent institution is now ranked among the top 20% of all U.S. undergraduate institutions as well as ranked 20th nationally in research funding from National Institutes of Health, underscores for me the fact that we will be able to meet and overcome these challenges and that our future successes will be because of the dedication of the faculty and their commitment to excellence across all schools and all disciplines.  
In conclusion it has been my honor as Chair of the Faculty Senate to be the advocate for all UAB Faculty and be able to recognize their hard work, talent and dedication to achieving excellence in all that they do. 

During this past year I have had the privilege to work closely with President Garrison and Provost Lucas and in closing I would like to take this opportunity to thank them personally - for their continued support of the faculty - their commitment to shared governance – and - their dedication to providing an environment which fosters excellence in learning, teaching, research and patient care.
