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1. Program descr iption: What is Spanish for Specific Purposes? 
 
 

The Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures at UAB offers a new Spanish 
for Specific Purposes (SSP) program. The courses have been designed1 for traditional as 
well as non-traditional students. The objective of this program is not only to fulfil UAB 
students« academic needs for their future but also to reach out to local professionals. The 
growing Hispanic community in the Birmingham area is a reality and therefore, each day 
more and more professionals such as teachers, medical care professionals, business 
people, law enforcement officers and others have the need to communicate with the 
Hispanic community. Besides having professionals in the classroom, the student body 
also consists of education, business, law enforcement and health care students who have 
anticipated the need for the Spanish language and culture in their future careers. The 
courses are content, vocabulary and culture-based. Students learn the vocabulary, 
language and cultural background that they will use in their professional field through 
extensive practice in class and, in some specific cases, out of class as well.  
 
 
2. SSP courses offered 
 
The Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures at UAB offers the following SSP 
courses2:  
 
SPA 180-Spanish for Health Professionals 
SPA 280/NUR 379-Spanish for Health Professionals 
SPA 206-Intermediate Spanish for the Professions 
SPA 304-Phonetics and Phonemics 
SPA 313-Advanced Business Spanish 
SPA 314-Spanish Translation and Interpretation 
FLL 333-Foreign Language Internship 
SPA 416-Special Topics 
SPA 516-Special Topics 
 
Many of these courses are offered in the evening or near the noon hours to facilitate those 
already in the work force. 
 

                                                             
1 The SSP Program from the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures at UAB has been designed 
and is currently directed by Dr. Lourdes S‡nchez-L—pez. Dr. Sanchez-L—pez received her Ph.D. from the 
University of JaŽn (Spain) in Second Language Acquisition and TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages), and her M.A. in the Teaching of Spanish from the University of Southern Mississippi. 
Before coming to the US, She designed and taught English for Specific Purposes courses in Spain.  
2 The Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures offers yearly Study Abroad Summer Programs 
where SSP students are welcome. The Study Abroad Programs are held in different Spanish speaking 
countries (Costa Rica, Peru, Mexico or Spain). The length of the Study Abroad program varies (from three 
weeks to 9 weeks), depending on the country and the language institution. The Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures encourages sponsorships from businesses in the community. For information, 
please contact the Department of foreign Languages and Literatures.  
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2.1. SPA 180/280/NUR 379-Spanish for Health Professionals3 
 

¥ Course description: This course puts emphasis on intensive conversation to acquaint 
health professional with basic structures of Spanish. The course focuses on practical 
vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, medical terminology and cultural interaction of 
Spanish-speaking patients.  

 
¥ Credit hours: 3 
 
¥ Prerequisite: Spanish 102 or equivalent.  
 
¥ Course objectives: 
 
a) To further develop communicative competence within the cultural context of the 

various regions of the Spanish-speaking world. 
b) To foster critical thinking skills, such as problem-identification and solving, decision 

making, anticipation and planning, patient understanding and achieving 
communication. 

c) To expand studentsÕ functional vocabulary, in particular, the language of the Hispanic 
medical world. 

d) To promote a better understanding of the Hispanic culture. 
e) To develop oral and listening skills. 
f) To review and expand on functions and notions of the language and to apply those to 

the medical field. 
 
  

2.2. SPA 206-Intermediate Spanish for the Professions 
 

¥ Course description: This course emphasises intensive conversation and acquisition of 
vocabulary pertinent to the professions while focusing on the Hispanic professional 
culture.  

 
¥ Credit hours: 3  
 
¥ Prerequisite: SPA 201 or equivalent 
 

Course objectives: 
 

a) To further develop communicative competence within the cultural context of the 
various regions of the Spanish-speaking world. 

b) To foster critical thinking skills, such as, problem-identification and solving, 
decision-making, anticipation and planning, client understanding, and negotiation 
techniques. 

                                                             
3 The UAB Department of Foreign languages and Literatures offers a weekly Medical Spanish 
Conversation Table free of charge and open to all UAB health-related students. For times and location, visit 
our website at http://www.uab.edu/foreignlang/languagetables.html 
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c) To expand students« functional vocabulary, in particular, the language of the Hispanic 
professional world. 

d) To promote a better understanding of the Hispanic business culture. 
To develop professional basic writing skills. 

 
 
2.3. SPA 304-Phonetics and Phonemics 

 
¥ Course description:  
 

This upper-division undergraduate course is intended for students who are taking 
their first formal coursework in Spanish phonetics and phonology and who are 
motivated to do so by a wide variety of professionals and academic needs. These may 
include a need to improve their pronunciation of Spanish, a wish to expand their 
knowledge of the various dialects of the language, a desire to understand how the 
sound system of Spanish functions and a need to enhance their ability to relate sounds 
of the language to its spelling symbols. 
 

¥ Credit hours: 3 
 
¥ Prerequisite: 12 hours of Spanish on minor level 
 
¥ Course objectives:  
 
a) To learn about the relationship between how Spanish words are spelled and how they 
   are pronounced. 
b) To learn about oral and written accentuation. 
c) To learn about the way the Spanish sounds are produced. 
d) To learn to look at the sounds of Spanish as part of a system. 
e) To learn about melody, intonation and rhythm. 
f) To learn about individual sounds. 
g) To learn about the different dialects of Spanish. 
 
 

2.4. SPA 313-Business Spanish 
 
¥ Course description:  
 
This upper-division Spanish language and culture course is intended to prepare business 
and Spanish majors for successful communication in the Hispanic business world by 
building up on their existing knowledge and emphasizing practical, real-life use of oral 
and written Spanish. This course will introduce the student to essential business 
terminology and language situations in common business contexts, reinforcing strategies 
for understanding, interpreting, and responding to new information. This course will also 
help the student to be alert to the importance of cultural awareness in doing business in 
Hispanic countries or with Hispanics in the United States.  
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¥ Credit hours: 3 
¥ Prerequisite: 12 hours of Spanish on minor level  
 
¥ Course objectives:  
 
a) To further develop communicative competence within the cultural context of the 

various regions of the Spanish-speaking world. 
b)  To foster critical thinking skills, such as, problem-identification and solving, decision-

making, anticipation and planning, client understanding, and negotiation techniques. 
e) To expand students« functional vocabulary, in particular, the language of the Hispanic 

professional world. 
f) To promote a better understanding of the Hispanic business culture. 
g) To develop professional writing skills (business letters, memos, e-mails, resumŽ and 

other forms). 
 
 

      
2.5. SPA 314-Spanish Translation and Interpretation 

 
¥ Course description 
 
This upper-division course is intended for students who wish to be able to translate 
written texts or who wish to be able to interpret oral speech in various areas 
(academic, professional, business or health related). 
 
¥ Credit hours: 3  
 
¥ Prerequisite: 12 hours of Spanish on minor level. 

 
¥ Course objectives: Please, refer to the course syllabus. 

 
 

 
2.6. FLL 333-Foreign Language Internship 

 
¥ Course description 
 
Foreign Language majors have the opportunity to work on an internship in the 
community before graduation date. FLL 333 credit normally counts towards general 
electives credit and cannot replace language courses. Under exceptional 
circumstances, however, internships may replace the required study-abroad program 
if approved by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures Chairperson.  

 
¥ Credit hours: 1-6  
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¥ Prerequisite: 6 hours at the 300 level or equivalent; Sophomore standing; 2.7 
G.P.A. minimum. 

 
 

2.7. SPA 416-Special Topics 
 

¥ Course Description: 
 
This course is designed to comprise a variety of language and culture topics in the area of 
SSP at an advanced level. The topics change yearly regarding students« needs and are 
always expanding. Some of the courses offered are: Advanced Conversational Spanish, 
Cultural Issues on Contemporary Spain, Cultural Issues on Contemporary Latin America, 
and Advanced Academic Writing. 
 
¥ Credit hours: 3 
 
¥ Prerequisite: 12 hours at the major level or equivalent. 
 
 

2.8. SPA 516-Special Topics 
 
¥ Course description: 
 
This fifth-year graduate course is designed to comprise a variety of language and culture 
topics in the area of SSP at an advanced level. The topics change yearly regarding 
students« needs and are always expanding. Some of the courses offered are: Advanced 
Conversational Spanish, Cultural Issues on Contemporary Spain, Cultural Issues on 
Contemporary Latin America and Advanced Academic Writing. 
 
¥ Credit hours: 3 
 
¥ Prerequisite: Major in Spanish or equivalent. 
 
 
3. How to make sure that I  register  for the class that will fulfill my special needs 
 

If you are not sure that the class that you registered for is the appropriate one for you, 
please call the department of Foreign Languages and Literatures (205-934-4651) and 
make an appointment with the program director to discuss your specific language 
needs.  

 
4. How to register  
 

Students who wish to participate in one of the SSP classes need to be enrolled as 
regular UAB students. Traditional and non-traditional students may choose among the 
following options when they register for a SSP class:  
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1. Register to obtain a letter grade (A, B, C, D or F)  
2. Register to obtain a Pass/Fail grade  
3. Register to audit the class (no grade)  
 
Please, call the Registrar office at (205) 934-8222. You can also contact Admissions 
Undergraduate at (205) 934-8221 or Admissions Graduate at (205) 934-8227. You 
may enroll as a non-degree student. 

 
5. How to obtain more information 
 
Lourdes S‡nchez-L—pez, Ph.D. 
Director, Spanish for Specific Purposes Program  
Associate Professor of Spanish 
UAB Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures 
E-mail: lourdes@uab.edu, Phone: (205) 934-8281 
Mailing Address: HB 407-G, 1530 3rd Ave S, Birmingham, AL 35294-1260 


