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EHS 611EHS 611 --  Advanced Methods in Foreign Language Teaching Advanced Methods in Foreign Language Teaching   

  
You can download You can download this syllabus at http: //www.uab.edu/foreignlang/syllabus.htmlthis syllabus at http: //www.uab.edu/foreignlang/syllabus.html   

  
Course Overview 
This course seeks to familiarize candidates with the major aspects of foreign/second language teaching theory 
and with the variety of instructional approaches and techniques pertinent to the foreign/second language 
teaching and learning situation. It also aims at introducing candidates to essential practices for the development 
of their teaching skills such as Reflective Practice, lesson plan development and textbook evaluation. The course 
will focus on the needs and varying characteristics of the foreign/second language learner and on the dynamics of 
course organization and of creating a learning environment supportive of language learning in the classroom. 
Candidates will not only study the relationship between theories about second language acquisition and foreign 
language teaching practices, but will also apply principles in the analysis of instructional materials and in the 
generation of teaching activities. This course provides candidates opportunities to extend and apply the 
knowledge gained thus far in the education courses through observation and participation in instructional 
activities, reflection and discussion of learning and language development theory, and preparation and 
presentation of teaching plans, materials, and methods which reflect content specialization. 

 
Course Requirements 
 
1. Most of this course is conducted as a participatory seminar, thereby requiring your discussion, 

questioning, demonstrating, and evaluating of the different sources. You will get from this seminar 
what you bring to it. Twenty-five percent of the course grade depends on participation. Students will be 
responsible to present their understanding of several articles or book chapters. It is essential that you 
come to class prepared to share ideas, opinions, and activities with others informed by the readings and 
your experience.   

 
2. As part of your participation grade you are strongly encouraged to join a national language teacher’s 

organization (ACTFL, TESOL, AAFLT, AATSP etc.) and required to regularly read or participate in two 
language teaching listservs (http://www.cortland.edu/flteach/ and www.developingteachers.com.  To 
receive full credit, proof of active participation should be given to me by September 1. 

 
3. Reflection Paper: As part of your preparation for each class, you need to keep a 2-3 page reflexion 

paper reflecting on the different sources (books, book chapters, articles, etc.) that you consulted for this 
class. You will hand it in each week (Typed, 12, double-space, MLA style). In addition, each week candidates 
must find and read a current full scholarly article (electronic or paper) on the topic of the week and 
write a brief summary and reaction (included in the reflection paper). The article abstract with full citation 
must be stapled to the reflection paper. The paper must have five sections: 1) A brief introduction stating the 
sources that you read that week and what you will be commenting on; 2) A reflexion on what you read in 
general, and three main points in particular; 2) A brief reflexion on the article that you read and how it 
connects to the topic/s of the week; 4) A brief conclusion and pedagogical applications; 5) References 
consulted.  
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4. There will be two exams  (Exams 1 & 2) relevant to the field of language teaching. (guidelines will be 

provided) 
 
5. Micro-teaching exercises will be assigned. You will be expected to research a specific FL method or 

technique, to gather information about this technique, and as a practical application of your theoretical 
overview of this method/technique, you will engage your classmates in a micro-teaching exercise (15 min).  

 
6. A lesson/unit plan, and lesson/unit assessment applying the National Standards and the content 

learned in class are to be included in the final portfolio (guidelines attached). 
 
7. A language textbook evaluation is to be included in the final portfolio (guidelines attached). 
 
8. Candidates must visit three (3) language classes during the semester, reflect on what they see and write 

a report based on a FL Classroom Evaluation Form (form attached). The report due dates will be: 
 

Sept 15, Oct 20, Nov 24 
 
9. Candidates will present a final electronic teaching portfolio, which will be uploaded on LiveText (see 
guidelines attached). The due date is Tuesday, December 8th, 5:00pm (draft due on October 6th). 
 
 

 Assessment Method Course % Course 
Objective 

1. Class preparation, Participation and Reflection papers  20 % 1 
2. Teaching Portfolio  20 % 3, 4, 8, 6 
3. Exam 1 20 % 2 
4. Exam 2     20% 2 
4. Language Class Observation Reports      10% 1 
5. Method/Technique Presentation/micro-teaching 10 % 5, 7, 9, 10 
 
  

   

 
 
Attendance 
Any absence is going to impair your ability to contribute to the classroom community and therefore will affect 
your final grade. If unavoidable circumstances force you to miss class, please understand that any assignments 
are due immediately upon your return to class.   
 
Specific Course Objectives 
This course seeks to acquaint prospective foreign/second language teachers with different paradigms, 
approaches, methods, and techniques employed currently within foreign and second language teaching.  The 
course will also provide the opportunity for candidates to gain insights into the learning styles and strategies of 
FL/SL learners and to become aware of the instructional and pedagogical resources pertinent to the FL/SL 
classroom. Additionally, this course will offer candidates the opportunity to reflect on the data and interpretations 
gleaned from classroom-based research in order to consider the pertinence of these findings to their particular 
language teaching context.  
 
Candidates will be able to: 

 Course Objective SOE 
Outcome 

# 

SDE Teaching Quality Standard 

1 Candidates will become familiar with reflective 
practices in language teaching. Reflectivity is defined 
by John Dewey as “[An] active, persistent, and 
careful consideration of any belief or supposed form 

9  
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of knowledge in the light of the grounds that support 
it and further conclusions to which it tends 
constitutes reflective thought… Introspection, open-
mindedness, and willingness to accept responsibility 
for [one’s] decisions and actions.” (Dewey, 1933, 9)   

2 Candidates should be able to demonstrate a 
familiarity with the terminology of the FL/SL teaching 
field. 

1  

3 Candidates should be able to exhibit knowledge of 
language teaching trends and representative 
methods and be able to incorporate salient 
techniques from the methods into their instruction. 

4 290-3-3-.04(1)(2)(c)1.(iv) Knowledge of 
developmentally appropriate instructional 
and management strategies. 

4 Candidates should be familiar with and able to use 
appropriate methods and techniques of instruction in 
the FL/SL skill areas of speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing as well as in the knowledge-based areas 
of instruction in language structure, vocabulary, 
cultural knowledge, and literature. 

7 
 
 
 
1 

290-3-3-.04(1)(2)(c)2.(i) Knowledge of the 
importance of developing learning 
objectives based on the Alabama courses of 
study and the needs, interests, and abilities 
of students. 
290-3-3-.04(1)(c)1.(i) Knowledge of the 
structure of the academic disciplines related 
to the subject-matter content areas of 
instruction and of the important facts and 
central concepts, principles, theories, and 
tools of inquiry associated with these 
disciplines 

5 
Candidates should acquire knowledge about 
classroom-based research and its implications for 
teaching. 

4 
 
 
 

10 

290-3-3-.04(1)(2)(c)4.(ii) Knowledge of a 
wide range of research-based instructional 
strategies and the advantages and 
disadvantages associated with each. 
290-3-3-.04(1)(5)(c)4.(i) Knowledge of 
research relating collective responsibility for 
student learning to increased achievement 
for all students 

6 Candidates should be able to demonstrate 
knowledge of the components inherent in 
organization of instruction, including the generation 
of teaching and learning objectives as they relate to 
the field from the creation of a single lesson plan 
through that of an instructional unit to the entire 
course organization. 

1 290-3-3-.04(1)(1)(c)2.(i) Knowledge of the 
content standards and of the scope and 
sequence of the subject areas of one’s 
teaching fields as defined in the Alabama 
courses of study for those teaching fields. 

7 Candidates should be familiar with the concepts of 
individual learning styles and learning strategies as 
they apply to SL/FL learning. 

4  

8 Candidates should be familiar with the basic 
principles of evaluation and testing in FL/SL 
instruction and develop a lesson test. 

8  

9 Candidate should demonstrate an ability to operate 
commonly used audio-visual equipment and 
computer technology and should be aware of the 
applicability and potential of multimedia and 
interactive technology in the FL/SL classroom. 

10 Candidates will demonstrate knowledge of 
professional organizations and journals in the field as 
part of the ability to access resources and develop a 
repertoire of techniques. 

8 
 

290-3-3-.04(1)(4)(c)4.(ii) Knowledge of a 
range of curricular materials and 
technologies to support the cognitive 
development of diverse learners. 

 
 
Required Textbooks 
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1. Shrum, J.L., & Glisan, E.W. (2005) Teacher’s handbook: Contextualized Language Instruction (3rd edition). 
Boston: Heinle & Heinle. [ISBN: 1-4130-0462-8] 

 
2. National Standards in Foreign Language Education Project.  (1999).  Standards for Foreign Language Learning 
 in the 21st Century. Allen Press: Lawrence KS. [ISBN: 0-935868-85-2]  
 
 
 
Recommended Useful Readings for FL Teachers 
 
Butler-Pascone, M.E. & Wiburg, K.M. (2003). Technology and Teaching English Language Learners. Allyn and 
 Bacon 
Candlin, C.N. (1998). Errors in Language Learning and Use: Exploring Error Analysis. Longman.  
Gutermann, G. (2000). Teaching Spanish with the Five Cs: A Blueprint for Success. Thomson Learning. 
Hall, G. (2005). Literature in Language Education. Palgrave-Macmillan 
Harper, J. et al. (1998). The Coming of Age of the Profession: Issues and Emerging Ideas for the  Teaching of 
 Languages. Heinle and Heinle 
Kiely, R. & Rea-Dickins, P. (2005). Program Evaluation in Language Education. Palgrave-Macmillan 
Larsen-Freeman, D. & Long, M. (1991). An Introduction to Second Language Acquisition Research. 
 Longman 
Larsen-Freeman, D. (2003). Teaching Language: From Grammar to Grammaring. Thompson Learning.  
Lee, J. & VanPatten, B. (1997). Beyond Methods: Components of Second Language Teacher Education. McGraw-
 Hill 
Merril-Valdes, J. (1986). Culture Bound. Cambridge University Press 
Nunan, D. (1999). Second Language Teaching and Learning. Boston: Heinle & Heinle. [ISBN: 0-8384-0838-9] 
Seldin, P. (2004). The Teaching Portfolio. Anker Publishing Company.  
Wright, T. (2005). Classroom Management in Language Education. Palgrave-Macmillan 
 
Required Readings  
Additionally, candidates will be responsible for assigned course readings on reserve at Stern Library (Circulation 
desk). These readings have been chosen with a view to establishing an informed knowledge-base in teacher 
education, providing candidates an overview of the type of publications available to teacher educators, and 
enhancing awareness of what it means to teach a foreign or second language. 
 
 
Useful Professionals Journals 
 
The Canadian Modern Language Review 
Die Unterrichtspraxis 
Foreign Language Annals 
French Review 
Hispania 
The International Journal of Learning 
 

Language Learning 
Learning Languages 
Language Magazine 
The Language Connector 
The Modern Language Journal 
Studies in Second Language Acquisition 
TESOL Quarterly/Essential Teacher 
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TENTATIVE CALENDAR 
Date Topics to be prepared BEFORE coming to class 
Aug 18 Introduction to the course; Becoming familiar with the profession; Introducing the 

NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR FLTL 
Go to http://thandbook.heinle.com (free service) 
You are required to read the online appendices for each chapter of Shrum & Glisan  
 
-Methods Research Tutorial (7:00-8:00PM, Stern Library) 

Aug 25 The National Standards For Foreign Language Learning 
Read National Standards (38 pages): 

Statement of Philosophy 
Standards for foreign language learning 
Introduction  
Language study in the United States 
About Standards for foreign language learning 

Sept 1 
 

Organizing Principles 
 
-What does it mean to know a language? Input, Output and Interaction  
 
Read: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 1 & “The case for Psycholinguistics” (VanPatten)-On reserve at SL 
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 

Sept 8 
 

Contexts! Contexts! Contexts!  
Read: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 2 & “The Place for Second Language Acquisition Theory in Language 
Teacher Preparation” (Bardovi-Harlig)- Online Reserve at Stern Library 
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 
 

Sept 15 Planning for Instruction in Secondary and Higher Education  
Shrum & Glisan Ch. 3   
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 

Sept 22 Elementary School Instruction  
Shrum & Glisan Ch. 4  
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 

Sept 29 Middle School Instruction 
Shrum & Glisan Ch. 5 
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice  

 
Oct 6 
 

 
 MID-TERM EXAM; TURN IN TEACHING PORTFOLIO DRAFT 1 
 

Oct 13 Comprehension and Perception 
Read: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 6   
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 

Oct 20 Integrating Grammar in a Communicative Classroom 
Read chapter: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 7, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 
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Read on reserve: “Non-native Reading Research and Theory” (Lee) 
Oct 27 Oral & Written Interpersonal & Presentational Communication 

Read: Shrum & Glisan Chs. 8 & 9, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice from each 
 

Nov 3 Diversity in the Language Classroom 
Read: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 10  
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 
 
Read one article of your choice in the Foreign Language Annals Special Focus Issue on 
Language Learning and Disabilities, Anxiety and Special Needs (Volume 42, 1, Spring 
2009) 
 

Nov 10 How to Assess Communicatively 
Read: Shrum & Glisan Ch. 11, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 
On Reserve: “Assessment and Second Language teaching” (Grandman & Reed) 
 

Nov 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________ 
Dec 1 
 

Technology and Language Teaching & Learning 
Read Shrum & Glisan Ch. 12  
For classroom discussion, Prepare 1 Episode and 1 Case Study of your choice 
On Reserve (choose one): “The Transnational Classroom: Connecting People, Languages and 
Cultures” (Sánchez-López & Ramos-Harthun); “Components and Applications of the Transnational 
Classroom” (Ramos-Harthun & Sánchez-López) 
 

 
Proficiency-Oriented Instruction within the World of Methods 
Read: (On reserve at the library) Omaggio-Hadley Ch. 3 pp. 73-124;  
And ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines appendix  
Presentation on techniques/methodologies and micro-teaching  
Presentation of FL teaching techniques: Demonstration, Discussion, and Critique.  
Please prepare a good handout of your particular approach for your classmates.  
Approaches, Methods, & Techniques: Content-Based Approach, Task-Based Approach, Cooperative 
Learning, Communicative Language Teaching, Total Physical Response/Story Telling, Natural 
Approach, Community Language Learning/Counseling-Learning, Suggestopedia, Audio-Lingual 
Method, Berlitz, Standards, Other 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Exam 2 

 
 
Final Teaching Portfolio Due on Tuesday, Dec 8th, 5:00PM (LiveText Only) 
 
 
 
 
 


