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FLL 120 –1D: FOREIGN CULTURES 

 
CULTURAL PORTFOLIO © Lamia Ben Youssef Zayzafoon1 

 
(40% of your final grade) 

 
 
The cultural portfolio consists of 5 tables to be completed step by step throughout the 
semester. You are free to re-organize (or add sections) to your portfolio as long as you 
respond to all the questions assigned by your instructor. It is your responsibility to 
monitor your own progress and meet with your instructor at least once during the 
semester before you turn in the portfolio during Finals Week. 
 

1. You can select any country of your choice except the ones already studied in 
class. 

 
2. Students are expected to recreate the tables electronically and put their answers in 

place of the lines provided. It is recommended that you provide a minimum of 2 
illustrations in each table 

 
3. Your Mid Term consists of the completion of the first two tables in your 

Cultural Portfolio and an in-class exam about the theoretical component you 
studied in class. 

 
4. The grading criteria for this assignment are: 

 
a. Inclusion of the theoretical component studied in class. Student must 

demonstrate her/his ability to transfer and apply what she/he learned in 
class into new contexts.   

                                                
1 This new teaching material is copyrighted to Lamia Ben Youssef Zayzafoon. Any use, distribution or 
circulation of it (print, web, Blackboard Vista, or in any other form…) is strictly prohibited without prior 
knowledge or written permission of the author. 



b. Quality of research  
c. Progress and revision efforts you put in your portfolio 
d. Critical perspective 
e. Correct use of formal written English 
f. Inclusion of specific, audio-visual and / or literary examples in each 

category.  
g. A map of the country (capital, flag and other information about its 

population). 
h. A bibliography (MLA Style) 

 
 
Table 1  
 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE 
 
 

Why did you choose to learn about this particular national culture? 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 
Table 2  

 
WHAT IS CULTURE? HOW DO WE DEFINE IT? 

(Focus on the country you selected.) 

 
1. Historical Background  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2. When did the people within this culture start talking about a common 
culture and language? Why? 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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3. How do people within this culture view themselves? 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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4. How is this culture constructed by those who live outside it? 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
5. Name 3 things people within the culture you have selected like about 
themselves. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
6. Name 3 things people within the culture you have selected do not like about 
themselves. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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7. How does gender affect one’s definition of culture? 
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8. How does class affect one’s definition of culture? 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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9. Who gets to define the national culture you selected? Individuals, scholars 
or hegemonic groups like the nation state? If yes, how?  
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10. In light of your own answers to questions 1- 9, comment on your own 
power as researcher, consumer and producer of the above discourses on the 
national culture you selected. Is your construction in continuity or 
discontinuity with previous discourses about this culture (by those who live 
inside/outside its borders)? What did you learn from these reflective & self-
reflexive exercises? 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 3 
 

NATIONAL CULTURE AND GLOBALIZATION 
 

1. How do various political/social groups define themselves in the culture 
you selected?  Who is included and excluded in each group’s definition of 
national identity? Why? 
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2. Name two historical circumstances in which the culture you are studying 
has been reconstructed, transformed and re-imagined by people who belong 
to this culture or identify themselves as such. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3. Name 2 historical circumstances in which the culture you are studying 
has been reconstructed, transformed and re-imagined by people who do not 
belong to this culture or identify themselves as such. 
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4. Is belonging to a national culture an ethnic, a religious or a political 
identity?   Give examples. 
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5. In what way do the performing arts help create a sense of national 
culture in the country you selected? Give two specific examples. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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6. In what way did globalization affect the sense of national identity in the 
country you have selected? Give specific examples. 
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7. Discuss the political economy of the country you selected (government, 
economy, and relations with the outside world). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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8. Describe the educational system in the country you selected (pros and 



cons). 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



 
 
Table 4 
 

WORLD CONTRIBUTION 
 
 

Name 4 famous individuals from the culture you have selected (one of them must be 
a woman). Explain the importance of their contribution to the world. 
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Table 5 

                 
                  NATIONAL CUISINE  
 

BY REGION 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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BY CLASS, GENDER AND ETHNICITY 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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SPECIAL OCCASIONS  

(religious holidays, formal parties, fast food) 
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