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SYLLABUS

Course de<ription: This course will concertrate on underganding and comparing cultural and
linguistic idertities araund the globe. It will use humarities disciplines to explore the customs,
tradtions, ancegry, religions, languages values ard institutions of varied wegern and non-
wedern nations. Finally, it will also invedigate culture as it interacs with historical,
geographical, political, social, and economic forces

ObjectivedGoals: The objecivesof this course are for eachstudert to develop an appreciation
for differencesamong peagple and cultures aswell asa sense of world mindedhess. Y ou will gain
an awareness and underganding of other cultures countries and pegple from cultural, social,
geographical, political and ecanomic points of view. You will learn to react to complex
international and intercutural issues Finally, you will develop the aklity to think logically and
criticaly, and to apply knowledge from multiple disciplinesto different contexts.

Learning Outcomes By the erd of the semeger, students will be ade to:

I gain asignificart knowledge and understanding of various culturesaround the globe from
the historical, cultural, social, geographical, commercial, political, institutional,
intellectual, and artistic points of view.
further their appreciation for world cultures
identify on amapthe location of various countriesaround the world.
reactto complex historicaland cultural issues
apply knowledge from multiple disciplinesto differernt contexts.




I mageranabhility to think logically and critically.
I becanemore regponsibly and culturally engagedin their community.
I erhancetheir underganding of diverdty awareness and tolerarce for others

Textbook: Martin J. Gamon. Underdanding Global Cultures M etaphorical Journeys Through 28
Nations. Thousand Oaks, CA, London, New Delhi: Sage Publicaions, 2004. 3% edition.

Grades 3 exams. 40% / Homework 15% / Class attendance: 10% / Final paper: 15% / Final
exam: 20%

Grading scale:
90-100 = A //89.9-80 =B // 79.9-70 = C // 69.9-60 = D // 59.9 and below =F

Exams and assignments: All teds will consist of yedno quedions, idertificaions, map
guegions, and short essay quedions. You canexpectto be tegedon all material coveredin clas
and in the syllalus, all classroom discussions, matrial sert via email by the instructor, all
handouts distributedin class. The final paper will be a 3-page amalysis of a cultural metaphor of
your choice. There will be 10 homework assignments (3 scheduled homework assignmerts and 7
short reports on seven UAB or Birmingham intermational cultural events of your choice). You
only have 5 days after the evert to turn in your cultural everts report, no more. | strongly sugged
that you do not wait until the las month of clasesto attend everts. This way you will have
choiceard options. Therewill be no substitution possible for the Gevent assignmerts.O

Class preparation and parti cipation: Paricipation and attendance will count for 10% of your
grade You will be graded on the following factors:
I Atterdance

I Being well-preparedfor clas

I Making positive contributions to the class

I Recyling concepts from previous chapters, and drawing comparisons
I Alertness and positive attitude

Attendance policy: The Univerdty of Alabama at Birmingham recagnizes that the acadmic
succes of individual students is related to their clas attendance and participation. The
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures complies with the offi cial UAB Attendance
and Excused Abserce Pdicy for Undergraduate Programsand therefare allows, with arnticipated
proper offi cial documertation, alsencesdue to jury or military duty aswell asabsencesdue to
participation in specifi c universty-sponsoredactivities
UAB Attendance and Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduate Programs:
http://www.app.uab.edu/policy_change.asp#A ttendance%20and%20Excused%20A bsence%20Policy

FLL 120 is a collaborative class. All students and your instructor will be working together and
learning together. Regular attendance is necessary to build a succesful collaborative learring
atmosphere Repeatd abserces tardness, passivity, and silence will be refleciedin your course
grace. 1 % from the FINAL grade will be deducted for EACH unexcused absence above 5. In
addition, the Departmert hasits own Atterdance Pdicy.

Other class policies Examsmust be taken on dates and at timesindicaied There will be NO
make-ups, except with a documerted medcal excuse and an offi cial UAB excused abserce.




Plea turn off your cell phone whenin class and put it in your bag/purse. No use of cell phones
ispermittedin class.

Early Alert System (EAS). EASisdedgnedto help studerts be more succesful acacemically at
UAB. If you receive anemail with EASin thetitle, pleas openit, readit and take advantage of
the support that UAB off ersto all students. UAB is committedto ensuring that studerts receive
acackmic support and are aware of the resourcesavailable that will help assist themin
succesfully completing their degree program.

UAB Honor Code: UAB expects all memkbersof its academic community to function accading
to the highed ethical and professional standards. Academic misconduct undeminesthe purpose
of educaion. Unaccepgab e behaviors such asabetting, cheaing, plagarism, fabrication, and
misrepresentation areserious violations of the UAB Academic Honor Code and are punishalde by
arange of peralties For moreinformaton, please visit the UAB welsite:
http://www.catalog.uab.edu/UAB-Catalog2004-2006/progress_toward_degree pdf

UAB Disability Services UAB is committedto making its acagmic programsand services
accesible to studerts with disahilities Qualified students with disahilitiesareprotected from
discrimination based on their disakility, asguaranteedby the Americars with DisakilitiesAct and
Secton 504 of the Rerahilitation Act of 1973. If you are reg stered with Disahility Support
Senices plea® make anappointmert with me assoon as possible to discuss accanmadations
that may be necessary. If you have adisahility but have not contacied Disahility Support
Senices plea® call 934-4205 or visit DSS at516 Hill Universty Center. For more information
about DSS please visit the UAB website at http://students.uab.edu/serviced

Tentative schedule
(Spring 2008

January 7 (Monday) Introduction

January 9 Interculture presentation/activity
January 11 Fair Trade

January 14 (Monday) The Thai Kingdom, read pp. 21-28.
January 16 The Thai Kingdom, read pp. 21-28.
January 18 The Japanese Garden, read pp. 29-36.
January 21 (Monday) Martin Luther King Day BPNO CLASS
January 23 The Japanese Garden, read pp. 36-46.
January 25 The Japanese Garden, read pp. 36-46. Turn in Homework 1.
January 28 (Monday) Buddhism

January 30 International Bazaar

February 1 Buddhism




Review Session for Exam 1

February 4 (Monday) Exam 1

February 6 Kimchi and Korea, pp. 123-130.

February 8 China@® Great Wall and Cross-cultural Paradox, pp. 379-387.

February 11 (Monday) The Chinese Family Altar, pp. 389-399.

February 13 The Nigerian Marketplace, read pp. 253-268.

February 15 The Nigerian Marketplace, read pp. 253-268.

February 18 (Monday) The Sub-Saharan African Bush Taxi, read pp. 419-431.

February 20 The Brazilian Samba, read pp. 95-109.

February 22 The Brazilian Samba, review pp. 95-109.

February 25 (Monday) The Brazilian Samba, read pp. 95-109. Homework 2 due.
Review Session for Exam 2

February 27 EXAM 2

February 29 Russia, read pp. 335-48.

March 3 (Monday) Russia, read pp. 335-48.

March 5 Russia, read pp. 335-48.

March 6 Last day to withdraw

March 7 The Mediterranean diet

March 10-15 Spring break BPNO CLASS

March 17 (Monday) The Turkish Coffeehouse, review pp. 87-93.

March 19 The Turkish Coffeehouse, review pp. 87-93.

March 21 The Turkish Coffeehouse, review pp. 87-93.

March 24 (Monday) Bedouin Jewelry and Saudi Arabia, read pp. 67-72.

March 26 Bedouin Jewelry and Saudi Arabia, read pp. 72-77.

March 28 The Swedish Stuga, read pp. 149-154.

March 31 (Monday) The Swedish Stuga, read pp. 149-154.

April 2

The Swedish Stuga, read pp. 154-160. Homework 3 due.




Review Session for Exam 3
April 4 EXAM 3
April 7 (Monday) The Italian Opera, read pp. 292-302.
April 9 The Italian Opera, review pp. 285-302.
April 11 The Italian Opera, review pp. 285-302. FINAL PAPER DUE.
April 14 (Monday) The Italian Opera, review pp. 285-302.
April 16 Belgian Lace, read pp. 303-318.
April 18 Belgian Lace, read pp. 303-318.
April 21 (Monday) The Mexican Fiesta, read pp. 321-334.
April 23 The Mexican Fiesta, read pp. 321-334.
Review Session for Final Exam
April 28, 10:45AM FINAL EXAM

For eign Languagesat UAB:

For more information about foreign language coursesand study-alroad opportunities pleas visit
our UAB Departmert of Foreign Languageshomepage: http://www.uab.edu/foreignlang/

FLMS: FLMS (Foreign Language Meda Senices isacomputer labfor Foreign Languages
studerts but also openedto all UAB studerts. It islocatedon the 4™ fl oor of the Humarities
Building (HB 402). All documertariesshown in class are availade on the FLMS video server.
Plea® go to FLMS ard click on the O/ideo AssetsOicon on your workstation. Thenclick on FLL
120, and the appropriate videoyou wart to watch.

UAB Foreign Film Seies

For more information about freescreenings of foreign filmsat UAB, pleas visit the UAB
Foreign Film Serieswelpage: http://www.uab.edu/foreignlang/Foreign-Film-Series2007-8.html

| nternational Schdars and Students Services

Intermational Sclolars and Studerts Servicesoffer avariety of intermational programsthat you
may beinteresedin and which may count for you to complete your International Events
assignmert. Plea® check their welsite and click on ISSSCalendarsand Activities
www.uab.edu/isss

Class website: This syllabusis availabe online through the Departmert of Foreign Languages
and Literaureswetlsite (click on FLL Courseson the left). The classOwebsiteis
http://www.dpo.uab.edu/%7Edanielou/FL L 120Homepagehtm
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