HISTORY OF MEDICINE IN AMERICA
Fall 2006
Welcome to the History of Medicine Course! 
Course Faculty:
Hughes Evans, MD, PhD
Thomas Huddle, MD, PhD





939-6968


934-3007



hevans@uab.edu

thuddle@uab.edu

Dr. Huddle is the official course director but you may approach either of us in regard to any issues regarding the course.      
Readings: There is no textbook for the course.  Optional reading for each lecture will be available as downloadable pdfs on the course website.  The reading is optional; however, we have chosen articles which will augment the material in the lectures.  The course website is at http://www.uab.edu/gim/education/materials/history/history.html.  In addition to the optional readings the website will have viewable versions of our powerpoint slides for each lecture, which will go up as the lectures are given, as well as downloadable pdf versions of the lecture slides.  
Grading/ Course Requirements: The course is pass-fail; a passing grade will be 70 on a 100 point scale.  The weight of the course is 0.1.  The course will consist of 12 lectures.  Please note that lecture times vary.  There will be an on-line quiz on October 5th on the 1st 5 lectures that will count 33.33% of your grade, a short interviewing assignment which will count 20% of your grade, and a second on-line quiz on October 17th on the last 7 lectures that will count 46.66% of your grade.  Each quiz will be made up of multiple choice questions.  Both will be offered in an on-line computer format and must be taken in the computer lab.  

Interviewing Assignment: Interview someone who remembers receiving medical care prior to 1960.  Ideally, interview someone who recalls medical care prior to the introduction of penicillin (for practical purposes, consider this prior to 1945).  You may interview a relative, neighbor, a patient in the hospital, even a resident of a nursing home.  If you have trouble identifying someone to interview, ask one of us for help.  In one or two pages, answer the following questions: 


1.
What is the patient’s name (initials are okay), sex, and current age.  What is the patient’s nationality, ethnic or racial identity?  Was the patient wealthy, working class, poor?  Provide any other demographic information that you think will paint a well-rounded picture of the patient.

2.
What was the approximate date of the illness being described?  About how old was the patient when this occurred?

3.
Where was the person living at the time that this occurred?  Provide descriptive information about the location that will make the interview more real to the reader.

4.
How does the patient describe the illness?  Was the patient treated at home or in the hospital?  Who treated the patient?  What kind of treatments were used?  How long was the patient sick?  

5.
In retrospect, what does the patient think about this illness?  In other words, what kind of impact did this illness or this health care have on the patient?


Tips for interviewing: Ask open-ended questions.  Ask the patient to describe things like their home, their doctor, the hospital room, what the surgery was like, what the medicine tasted like, etc.  At the end of the interview, you may want to ask them how they think medicine has changed in their lifetime.  


If you have trouble finding someone to interview contact Dr. Huddle by email and he will assist you in finding someone suitable at the VA hospital.  


The interview should be submitted by email to both of the course directors and is due by midnight on Sunday, October 10th.  Please compose your interview in a standard word processing program, preferably Microsoft word, and attach it to an email message sent to both of us.  Name the file you send us with your last name as the first word of the filename, and in the subject line of the message put “history interview 06”.  If your subject line contains that phrase you will get an automatic reply confirming that your email has been received; in any case, make sure you save the sent email message as evidence that your assignment was submitted on time.  Interviews received within the next 24 hours will receive ½ credit.  Interviews received after that time will receive no credit.  We will send you comments via email, which may not arrive until after the 2nd quiz.
LECTURE OUTLINE

1.
Tuesday  9/26, 9 am

Ancient Greek Medicine (Huddle)

2.
Thursday 9/28, 9am

Medieval Medicine (Huddle)

3.
Friday 9/29, 9 am

Medical Education (Huddle)

4.
Monday  10/2, 9 am

Medical Technology and the Physical Exam (Evans)

5.
Tuesday 10/3, 9 am

History of Surgery (Evans)


6.
Wednesday 10/4, 9 am
Alternative Medicine (Evans)



Thursday 10/5

Quiz #1: Covers lectures 1-5, take in computer lab









7.
Friday 10/6, 9 am

20th Century American Medicine I (Huddle)


Sunday 10/8


Interview assignment due, submit by midnight by email

8.
Monday 10/9 , 9 am

20th Century American Medicine II (Huddle)
9.
Tuesday 10/10, 9am

Women in Medicine (Evans) 

10.
Wednesday 10/11,  9am
 20th Century American Medicine III (Huddle)

11.
11.       Thursday 10/12, 9 am

History of Epidemics (Evans)

12.
Friday 10/13, 9 am

Social History of Disease (Evans)


Tuesday 10/17

Quiz #2: Covers lectures 6-12, take in computer lab
