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Students face many challenges while attending school. One would hope 
that sitting down and using one’s own computer would not constitute 
one of those challenges. Students and parents need to use some caution 
when using a computer. The internet is full of people that are out to 
damage or steal from you. There are a few things you can do to mitigate 
potential data disasters. We’ll look at e-mail first.  Always look at the 
sender of an e-mail before you open the message.  If the sender seems 
phony don’t open it. You should look at the subject line of a message.   
If you notice poor grammar or misspelled words, it is likely a malicious 
message. If the message itself is offering something too good to be true, 
it is malicious. The deposed king of Nigeria is NOT e-mailing you. You 
are NOT a long lost relative of someone that won the lottery. You did 
NOT over pay your taxes and are due a large refund. If any message you 
get ever asks for usernames or passwords or account information, delete 
it! 
 
Many messages you may get don’t have any of the above tells of a 
malicious message. They may contain a link to a website, or they might 
be friend requests from places like Facebook. Before you click on any 
website link in an e-mail, hover your mouse curser over the link. Many 
times the link you think you are selecting is taking you to a virus-ridden 
website. If you hover your mouse over the link you can tell what site you 
are actually surfing. For example you get a message that has a friend 
request that tells you to click HERE to confirm the request. If you hover 
over the link you will see that the website it is taking you to is http://
www.faouxxxsebook.com/iownyourcomputer/andallyourdata. Put 
simply it is better to be cautious and over delete messages than it is to 
take chances with any electronic communication. 
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Check Out: 

www.uab.edu/it 
For more information regarding 

Information Technology (IT) resources and  

useful contacts at UAB!  
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Please join us for the second annual UAB 
Family Weekend and Tailgate event 
hosted by the UAB Parents’ Association. 
Visit with your student and enjoy all the 
fun of Homecoming - including a special 
Blazer Village tailgate exclusive to        
Parents’ Association members.  

You can register now for the tailgate and 
family weekend events - first-year         
members get two complimentary tickets, 
and all others get discounted tickets and 
a tailgate meal ticket for $20 each. Visit 
us online at www.uab.edu/parents and 
follow the link to Parents’ Association Fall 
Event Ticket Reservations to sign up for 
the Family Weekend and Parents’          
Association tailgate events.  

If you have questions or need further         
information please call 205/975-7999.  
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