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Question/Objective: The Lister Hill 
Library of the Health Sciences at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
offered its first Health Fair on August, 
24, 2010. Hearing, blood pressure, 
glucose, and Sickle Cell screenings 
along with eye exams and HIV testing 
were among the services offered that 
day. What better place than a library to 
offer pamphlets, brochures, and other 
forms of literature to the public in an 
effort to better educate them in living 
healthier, safer, and more productive 
lives .

Conclusion: At a time when public health 
and effective social outreach are of particular 
concern , libraries providing health fairs can 
be beneficial to the community at large. For 
community members, such as those persons 
living in nursing homes or in shelters, the 
uninsured, or simply those who are 
apprehensive about receiving healthcare in a 
traditional setting, health fairs offer a more 
informal and intimate setting to address their 
healthcare needs. This brings the health 
sciences library and the community together 
in the service of its primary mission --
improved health literacy.  

Evaluation  Highlights: 
LHL Healthfest had over 350 attendees both 
years

31 respondents in 2010 
104 respondents  in 2011 (30 vendors)

99% of respondents indicated that they would 
attend again the following year

Fostered collaboration  library, campus and 
community wide

Several vendors reported participation was 2 
to 3 times greater  than  in other venues

Vendors biggest challenge tended to be 
parking and/or unloading 

Methodology: The ground, first, and 
second floors of the library were set 
up to be utilized as areas where the 
vendors could offer their services. 
Some vendors needed areas for 
privacy to conduct their 
examinations. For instance, the AIDS 
Alabama vendor used some of the 
group study rooms so that privacy and 
confidentiality was adhered to. Other 
vendors offered free samples of food 
and health-related giveaways to the 
event participants.
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