Cytospin Protocol

1. Wash 105 cells in cold 2% FCS-PBS twice and dilute in 100 (l of cold 1% BSA-PBS.  Be sure to keep all samples on ice.

2. Place slides and filters into appropriate slots in the cytospin with the cardboard filters facing the center of the cytospin.  In the event that there are few cells available, aliquot about 100 (l of cold 1% BSA-PBS into each of the wells and spin for 1-2 minutes.  This will serve to wet the filter and allow more cells to reach the slide.  Also, be sure that each filter and slide pair are flush with each other and that the hole in the filter is in proper position so that cells will be able to reach the slide.
3. Quickly aliquot 100 (l of each sample into the appropriate wells of the cytospin.  Be careful not to confuse the slides so that the samples are not aliquoted into the wrong wells.

4. Carefully place the lid of the cytospin over the samples and spin at maximum speed for 1-3 minutes.

5. Remove the filters from their slides without contacting the smears on the slides.

6. Examine each slide under the microscope to be sure that the cells have annealed properly.  The cells should appear to have normal morphology and should be lying flat on the slide.  For staining purposes, the cells should also be in a flat layer on the slide.

7. Dry the slides in a desiccation chamber overnight.

