PROTOCOL FOR FROZEN BLOCK EMBEDDING

Material Prepared:

1. Embedding cup: made by aluminum foil by using small flat-bottomed bottle (about 1 cm in diameter)

2. O.C.T.

3. Liquid nitrogen

4. Cold PBS

Procedure:
1. Keep the embedding tissue as fresh as possible. Wash away the blood attached and trim off unnecessary tissue and fat in cold PBS.  Absorb the extra water of the tissue on the paper towel.

2. Put a drop of O.C.T. on the bottom of the cup, arrange the embedding tissue and stick to bottom. (One drop O.C.T. is necessary to prevent the tissue from floating and keep all the tissue at the same level).

3. Put more O.C.T. to cover the tissue, make sure the tissue stays at the bottom (Maybe 1.25 cm deep).

4. Let the bottom of the aluminum cup touch the liquid nitrogen first, then gradually freeze the whole block. (If the tissue freezes too fast the block will be broken.)

Make transverse cut with scalpel and place end face down in the bottom of the cup         Don’t let the spleen dry out.
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