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With a new state-of-the-art full-body magnetic resonance imaging scanner, the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham opened the Civitan International 
Neuroimaging Laboratory in UAB Highlands Hospital. The facility is supported 
by Civitan International, an organization of volunteer service clubs around the 
world, dedicated to helping people in their own communities.

Investment in the lab includes $3 million for the 3T MRI, the fastest scanner for 
human use, along with $1 million for renovation of the space. The lab has 5,000 
square feet of space to support advanced MRI research and clinical MRI 
imaging.

The lab officially opened during a ceremony at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, March 3, 
2016 at the lab on the first floor of UAB Highlands.

The lab’s imaging equipment will be used for both research purposes and patient 
care in conditions such as autism, dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, schizophrenia, macular degeneration, spinal cord injury, glioma, ALS 
and traumatic brain injury.

Bob Shepard, Media Relations
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New Interim Directors
April 2016

We are pleased to announce that Alan K. Percy, M.D., will serve as 
interim director of the Civitan International Research Center (CIRC) along 
with Lucas Pozzo-Miller, Ph.D., who will serve as interim scientific co-
director. Dr. Percy is recognized nationally and internationally for his 
achievements in the clinical aspects of neurodevelopmental and related 
disorders, while Dr. Pozzo-Miller is an accomplished researcher in the 
basic and translational sciences of autism and intellectual disabilities. 
Both have extensive expertise in the study of Rett syndrome.

Please join us in congratulating Alan and Lucas on these appointments.

Richard B. Marchase | Vice President for Research and Economic 
Development
UAB | The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Selwyn M. Vickers, M.D., F.A.C.S.
James C. Lee, Jr. Endowed Chair
Professor of Surgery
Senior Vice President for Medicine
Dean, School of Medicine

Dick and Selwyn

Richard B. Marchase | Vice President for Research and Economic 
Development

UAB | The University of Alabama at Birmingham

Mailing address:  AB 720, 1720 2nd Avenue South | Birmingham, AL  
35294-0107

Physical address:  720E, 701 20th Street South | Birmingham, AL  35233

P: 205.934.1294 | F: 205.996.6211| marchase@uab.edu

uab.edu

Knowledge that will change your world

Selwyn M. Vickers, M.D., F.A.C.S.

James C. Lee, Jr. Endowed Chair

Professor of Surgery

Senior Vice President for Medicine

Dean, School of Medicine

University of Alabama at Birmingham

(205) 934-1997

smv@uab.edu

show. Each year we 
raise money for a 
worthy cause and it is 
feels good to know 
that each year we 
raise more money 
than the last.  

I am also happy be-
cause one of my 
goals for this year 
was to make our 
meetings events that 

the area for a 
day of en-
tertainment, 
exercise, and 
education. Thank 
you Kristina and 
others for making 
this hap-pen. I am 
really look-ing 
forward to a fun 
day with my 
fellow Civitans.  

And! we helped 
estab-lish a new 
Campus Civ-itan 
Club. It took Tyler, 
Susan, and John 
over two years of 
hard work, but 
they did it! It was 
very rewarding 
to attend the 
Chartering 
Ceremony. I am 
im-mensely proud 
of the 

Alan Percy, M.D.

Lucas Pozzo-Miller, Ph.D. 
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The Civitan International Simpson-Ramsey Neurodevelopment Symposium was held April 21 - 22, 2016 at the UAB Alumni 
House.  The event featured keynote speakers along with UAB researches, all of whom shared data about their on-going 
work.  

Over 125 registered guests enjoyed the two day event along with a poster session at the Abroms-Engel Institute for the 
Visual Art (AEIVA).  Student speakers and posters were judged and awards presented accordingly. 

Winners were Rhiana Simon (Jeremy Day lab), Mary Phillips (Lucas Pozzo-Miller lab),  Abbey Herringshaw (Rajesh Kana lab),  
Jamie Holloway (Fred Biasini lab), Rebecca Donnelly (Rajesh Kana lab), David Figge (David Standaert lab), Emma Sartin 
(Rajesh Kana lab), Haley Johnson Bishop (Despina Stavrinos lab).
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Civitan International Convention
Norfolk, VA

July 2016

Dr. Alan Percy spoke at the Civitan 
International Convention in 
Norfolk, VA in July. Showing the 
newly released Civitan Research 
Center video, Dr. Percy shared his 
vision for the future.   The video 
featured some of the leading 
researchers as they gave a brief 
overview of their ongoing research.   

The video was produced by Jim 
Willett, a long-standing member of 
the Civitan.  Special thanks to Jim 
for all his work in making the video 
possible.   The video can be ordered 
for $10 by contacting Vicki Hixon 
at: vhixon@uab.edu. 
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Discovery may lead to a treatment to slow Parkinson's disease 

Researchers have found that an interaction between a mutant gene and alpha synuclein in 
neurons leads to hallmark pathologies seen in Parkinson’s disease, findings that may lead to new 
mechanisms and targets for neuroprotection. 

Using a robust model for Parkinson’s disease, University of Alabama at Birmingham researchers 
and colleagues have discovered an interaction in neurons that contributes to Parkinson’s 
disease, and they have shown that drugs now under development may block the process.

The research team has shown that the most common genetic cause of Parkinson’s disease  
contributes to the formation of inclusions in neurons, resembling one of the hallmark 
pathologies seen in Parkinson’s disease. These inclusions are made up of aggregated alpha 
synuclein protein, which — the research also shows — can be prevented from forming by 
using two drugs now being developed for clinical use.

The potential clinical applications for novel neuroprotection strategies need to be tested in 
other preclinical models of Parkinson’s disease, say the researchers, led by corresponding 
author Laura A. Volpicelli-Daley, Ph.D., and senior author Andrew B. West, Ph.D., Center for 
Neurodegeneration and Experimental Therapeutics, UAB Department of Neurology.

For the complete story by Jeff Hansen go to: https://www.uab.edu/medicine/circ/news/135-
discovery-may-lead-to-a-treatment-to-slow-parkinson-s-disease
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Visit our website: 
http://researchcivitan.org 

Upcoming Events 

PAGE  6

http://researchcivitan.org


P A G E 7

Tours 
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