
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M (September, 2015) 

 
TO: University of Alabama at Birmingham Faculty 

 
FROM: Anath Shalev, M.D. 

Professor of Medicine, Gwaltney Chair in Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Director, UAB Comprehensive Diabetes Center 
 

SUBJECT: RFA FOR SEED FUNDING: INTERPLAY BETWEEN DIABETES AND 
OTHER CHRONIC DISEASES 

 

The UAB Comprehensive Diabetes Center (UCDC) would like to invite faculty to submit applications for this 
year’s Seed Funding program focusing on the interplay between diabetes and other chronic diseases.   

 

Research Focus: Diabetes has become a widespread chronic disease, but with reasonably good life 
expectancy. Similarly, survival of many other chronic diseases has improved dramatically in recent years 
resulting in more patients suffering from diabetes as well as other health issues. However, very little is 
known about the crosstalk between diabetes and other chronic diseases. The purpose of this award is 
therefore to allow UAB faculty to initiate novel basic research into the role diabetes plays in other disease 
states, how other diseases may affect diabetes and what common pathways and targets may exist. Please 
note that the intent of this award is to support basic science projects. It is expected that provided seed 
funding will be utilized to obtain sufficient data to apply for significant extramural funding. 

 

Eligibility: Funding will be available to full time UAB faculty members at any rank, but a strong track record 
of publication and funding is desirable. (Junior investigators and scientists interested in other topics should 
apply to the DRC/UCDC RFA for Pilot Projects. For more information on that program please email Eva 

at evamarie@uab.edu). 
 

Funding and Review Process: The UCDC Seed Funding Program will fund studies at up to $50,000 for one 
year. Because the scope and nature of the applications may vary, the size of the award may also vary. 
Applications will be selected for funding based on merit using NIH study section criteria. Projects will be 
favored if consistent with the focus of this RFA and likely to lead to future NIH funding; multiple PIs are 
admissible and applications from other research centers are encouraged. Funding for selected projects is 
expected to begin February 1, 2016. 

 

Application Procedure: To apply, please submit the following in one PDF file to  mpreuss@uab.edu by 
December 5, 2015: 
(i) Research Plan (limited to 5 pages, excluding references) should include the following paragraphs: 

Specific  Aims,  Significance  &  Innovation,  Approach  (including  any preliminary data  and  
research design), Multiple PI plan where applicable and a Plan for future extramural funding 
applications.  

(ii) Budget, Budget Justification, Current and Pending Support and declaration if this project is 
under consideration via any other external or internal funding mechanism. 

(iii) NIH Biosketch (limit 4 pages) 
 

Acceptance: Acceptance of seed funding will require the PI to adhere to a plan for submitting grants to 
extramural funding agencies, to present a research seminar at study completion, and to report research 
progress to Dr. Anath Shalev, Director of the UAB Comprehensive Diabetes Center. 
 

Questions:  If you have questions concerning eligibility or the submission of these proposals, please 
contact Meredith Preuss (mpreuss@uab.edu or 996-4777). 

mailto:evamarie@uab.edu
mailto:mpreuss@uab.edu
mailto:mpreuss@uab.edu

