
 

 

Chemical Inventory 
 
The Department of Occupational Health and 
safety is implementing a campus wide 
chemical inventory system. As part of this 
program, OH&S staff will be conducting the 
initial chemical inventory of your lab. In 
order to make this process as safe and 
efficient as possible, we are asking that 
laboratory personnel make some basic 
preparations before the arrival of the OH&S 
team.  However, while following the 
preparations, please be extremely cautious 
of highly hazardous chemicals that may 
have become shock sensitive over time. Special attention must be paid to peroxide formers like 
expired diethyl ether and tetrahydrofuran (for a detailed list of peroxide formers refer to the link 
https://www.uab.edu/ohs/images/docs/chem/suggested-storage-for-peroxides-2015-03.pdf 
If you have peroxide formers in your lab and they have not been tested regularly for peroxides (every 
3 months from the date opened) please do NOT move them.  Especially if they are well past their 
expiration dates.  If a chemical has been in the lab for a long period of time and the label indicates that 
it could be “explosive” or “shock sensitive, we prefer that you notify OH&S at 934-2487 immediately 
without disturbing said chemical. Examples are picric acid, metal azides and amides.  When not stored 
properly, they can become extremely shock sensitive.  It is very important that these chemicals are 
NOT to be moved/disturbed.  

Please: 

 Discard all chemicals that are no longer useful to your research, expired (or more than 5 years 
old), or degraded – look for crystals, phase separation, container damage. Properly pack these 
chemicals and complete a Hazardous Waste Manifest to have them picked up. 

 Ensure that chemicals have legible and appropriate labels – the ChemWatch system can be 
used to print a GHS compliant label if the original container label is damaged or inadequate. 
http://jr.chemwatch.net/chemwatch.web/account/autologinbyip Structures and 
abbreviations of chemical names are not appropriate as the sole indicator of a chemical’s 
identity. 

 Place signs or communicate directly with the personnel who are conducting the inventory if 
there are sensitive or potentially hazardous procedures in progress. 

At the time of inventory: 

 Containers that are damaged, unlabeled, or expired will not be entered and will be moved to 
the designated location for disposal. 

 Chemicals in locations that show signs of gross leakage or contamination will not be entered 
and the materials will be marked for disposal as waste.  

 You will be given a supply of preprinted barcode labels to use for chemicals purchased in the 
future. When you need additional labels contact OH&S, 934-2487. 

Once the inventory is over, the chemicals must be segregated and stored according to hazard class. 
The chemical segregation chart and guidelines are available at 

https://www.uab.edu/ohs/images/docs/chem/epa-chemical-segregation-chart-2015-03.pdf 

For more information about Chemical Inventory please follow the link: 

http://www.uab.edu/ohs/chemical-safety/chemical-inventory-management-system 
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