Philosophy Department  

 2008 Fall Courses

PHL 116 – 2B & 2C Bioethics (Dr. Sullivan) Tuesday – Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 am &            11:00 am – 12:15 pm   Moral problems and dilemmas in medicine and health affairs; elementary methods and concepts of moral philosophy.  Topics may include abortion, euthanasia, assisted reproduction, AIDS, genetics, human and animal experimentation, psychiatric treatment, and medical financing.  

PHL 116 – 2E Bioethics (Dr. Pence) Tuesday – Thursday 2:00 – 3:15 pm   Moral problems  and dilemmas in medicine and health affairs; elementary methods and concepts of moral philosophy.  Problems typically include, death and dying, AIDS, experimentation, cloning, and finance.   

PHL 120 – 2B Practical Reasoning (Dr. Bak) Tuesday – Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 am  Survey of skills in critical thinking and reasoning, including the ability to identify different kinds of arguments, recognize common fallacies of reasoning, and evaluate analogical, causal, and statistical arguments.

PHL 135 – 2B The Rule of Law (Dr. Benditt) Tuesday – Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 am   Law, legal institutions, and legal processes, with emphasis on civil law.  Development of legal ideas in civil procedure, torts, contracts, property, and criminal law.  Role and history of legal institutions within political framework.  Relations between courts and legislatures.  

PHL 240 – 3B  PHL History: Socrates/Plato/Aristotle (Dr. Stephens) Monday & Wednesday 5:30 pm – 6:45 pm   A modern philosopher once claimed that all of western philosophy consists of a series of footnotes to Plato.  In this course we will find out why.  This course is a general survey of the thought  of  Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. 

PHL  270-2E  The Scientific Enterprise (Dr. Abrams) Tuesday – Thursday 2:00 – 3:15 pm 

Science plays a role in every aspect of our lives—when we drive, use the Internet, or drink safe water, for example.  We don’t always stop and think about the nature of science, though.  Does it give us the truth, or is it merely a game played for social status?  Does science reveal a hidden reality, or does it just give us ways to manipulate things we can see and touch?  What does it mean to say that some claims are “unscientific”?  We'll get insight into these and other questions through philosophical discussions on the nature of science.

PHL  315-4A Ethics: Theories of Good and Evil  (Dr. Angner) Tuesday – Thursday 3:30 – 4:45 pm  Are evil acts extraordinary acts or do they represent a more common element in human behavior? What about acts of altruism and compassion? Should genocide shake our confidence in moral principles? Did the goodness of Mother Teresa go above and beyond the call of moral duty? Is morality     at the extremes of good and evil not so extreme after all, and if so, what would follow from this? In the first half  of the course we will survey the main contenders in moral theory, offered by Kant, Mill, and Hume, and contemporary moral theories following along these three family lines. We will then consider whether the phenomena of evil and goodness pose a special challenge to these competing moral theories. Prerequisite: One previous PHL course, or permission of the instructor.

PHL  330-2D  Libertarianism As a Political  Philosophy  (Dr. Arnold) Tues. & Thurs.  

12:30 – 1:45 am  Libertarians believe that the legitimate functions of government are limited to protecting people's rights to life, liberty, and property.  As such, libertarianism represents a fundamental challenge to the legitimacy of the modern welfare-regulatory state.  The purpose of this course is to examine systematically the libertarian vision of the proper role of government and the philosophical foundations of that vision.  Readings are from historical and contemporary sources, with an emphasis on the latter.
PHL  342 2E  History of Philosophy:  Kant, and the Nineteenth Century  (Dr. Whall) 
Tuesday & Thursday 2:00 pm – 3:15pm  Kant once said that there were two things which filled his heart with awe – the starry firmament above and the moral law within.  In keeping with this sentiment, we will consider Kant’s theories about the nature of the world, knowledge and the moral law.  In addition, we will study Hegel, focusing on his philosophy of history, Marx, emphasizing his critique of capitalism and Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, exploring their tragic view of the world.  Requirements include three in class exams and a short book review.

PHL 375 – 5N Philosophy of Mind (Dr. Sullivan) Tuesday 2:00 – 4:40 pm 

(cross-listed as PY 375)  In this course we will engage in a critical examination of a subset of fundamental issues that have come to define 20th century philosophy of mind. Questions to be considered include: What are the features or capacities of the mind? What is the relationship between the mind and the brain? What is consciousness? What are the prospects for a "science of consciousness"? Students who successfully complete this course will emerge with a detailed understanding of the major philosophical positions occupied in response to such questions, the ability to critically evaluate these positions and the capacity to formulate and defend a position on a topic that interests them. 
PHL 408 3A Metaphysics: Theories of Reality (Dr. Price)  Monday & Wednesday 4:00 pm – 5:15 pm  This course is concerned with the existence of things and the nature of things.  This course will consider such questions as the following:  Are physical things fundamentally different from events?  Do objects have essences?  Are there are any objects that exist but which are not in space or time?  Are merely possible objects real?  Do they exist in alternative universes?  Prerequisite:  One previous PHL course or permission of instructor.  

