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Robert R. Rich, M.D.

Senior Vice President &
Dean, School of Medicine

	Comprehensive Neuroscience Center Symposium

“Neuroscience Frontiers In the 21st Century”
October 29-30, 2007

UAB Alys Stephens Center
For more information and to register:

www.cnc.uab.edu  
	The New Curriculum: First Experiences
     The first module of the new curriculum, Patient, Doctor, and Society (PDS), has been completed and the first year medical students are now immersed in Fundamentals I. During the three week PDS module, students spent time in morning classes and afternoon PDS small group sessions. Led by over 40 clinical faculty from across the university as instructors and preceptors for PDS, the members of the SOM Class of 2011 began their medical training with a thorough introduction to the expectations of professional behavior in clinical medicine, medical ethics, communication skills, foundations of the doctor-patient relationship, and evidence-based medicine. Other areas of focus included the historical context of medicine, physician health and well-being, and the importance of life-long learning in medicine. As part of the module curriculum, students developed personal and class mission statements, individual professional codes, participated in community service, conducted interviews of individuals accessing medical care prior to 1960 with an emphasis on the patient-doctor relationship comparing the past with current medical practice, read two novels on doctoring and more. The PDS module culminated in the White Coat Ceremony held August 19th at the Alys Stephens Center with student participation in this pivotal event dependent on successful completion of the coursework.
     The creation of the PDS module was the result of months of research, discussion and planning by the PDS Advisory Committee and the module director, Dr. Alice Goepfert. As part of the implementation of the new curriculum, the SOM has invested considerable faculty time and school resources to train instructors in the use of the new Audience Response System and other active learning strategies to engage students during their large group classes. In addition, small group preceptors receive training as facilitators as well as in evaluation of small group performance. In order to promote team interaction and communication skills, student small groups were developed using demographic criteria and assessment of individual learning styles and these groups will remain consistent through the bulk of the preclinical phase. Based on formal student evaluation completed at module end, the inaugural PDS module was a meaningful educational experience and a success. Valuable feedback and suggestions provided by students and faculty are already being used to plan for future improvements.
Radiology Chair Search
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     It is my pleasure to announce that Reginald Munden, MD, DMD has accepted our offer to become Professor and Chairman of Radiology at UAB. Dr. Munden is currently the Chief of Thoracic Imaging and Professor and Interim Chair of Diagnostic Radiology at the MD Anderson Comprehensive Cancer Center in Houston.  He will join UAB full time on February 1, 2008, but will be traveling to UAB frequently between October 2007 and February 2008. Reggie received his undergraduate degree in Biology from the University of South Carolina and his MD and DMD degrees from the Medical University of South Carolina. I would like to congratulate the search committee members on an impressive search process and a tremendous outcome. I also want to thank Loring Rue for his strong and efficient leadership of the search committee and Bob Koehler for his fair, wise and collaborative leadership of the Department of Radiology.  Please join me in welcoming Dr. Munden to UAB.
Faculty Development 

     The Office of Faculty Development has recently completed its first year of regularly scheduled seminars and will begin a new round of sessions in October. Announcements will be made available via emails and the faculty development website (www.uab.edu/uasom/faculty/development). The “Coffee and Conversation” and “Lunch and Learn” sessions were maximally subscribed and enjoyed excellent reviews. Planning is underway for a new Leadership Academy to be held in conjunction with the other health professional schools at UAB. We hope to enroll the first class in 2008. 
     In October, the Office of Program Planning and Education Research will offer a four-session Scientific Writing Seminar Series geared to assist faculty who need assistance in developing extramural applications.  The course is sponsored by the UAB K30 Clinical Research Curriculum Development Award - Edward Hook, III, PI. The courses will take place every Tuesday in October from 11:00 – 1:00 in the Margaret Cameron Spain Auditorium. To register, contact Laurel Hitchcock at lihitch@uab.edu. 

Schedule of Topics

October 2 - Planning and Preparing Career Development Applications
October 9 - Developing Research Plans for Grant Applications
October 16 - Revising Grant Applications and Responding to Pink Sheets
October 23 - Understanding Research Compliance at UAB
Congratulations to…
     Michelle Robbin (Radiology) has been inducted as a Fellow in the American College of Radiology.  
     Erica L. Liebelt (Pediatrics/Emergency Medicine) has been appointed Chair of the American Association of Poison Control Center's (AAPCC) Certifying Examination Committee for Poison Information Specialists.   Erica is the editor of the exam required for certifying over 480 specialists in poison information (SPIs) who work in the 61 poison centers in the United States/Puerto Rico.  She will also oversee the development of the exam and requirements for credentialing. 
     Thomas Clemens (Pathology) has been named Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Bone and Mineral Research (JBMR) effective January 1, 2008. The Journal of Bone and Mineral Research provides a forum for papers of the highest quality pertaining to all areas of the biology and physiology of bone, the hormones that regulate bone and mineral metabolism, and the pathophysiology and treatment of disorders of bone and mineral metabolism.
     Dale Benos (Physiology) is the 2007 UAB Distinguished Faculty Lecturer. Dale will receive a cash award and will give a lecture entitled “Science, Publications, and Society: What have you done for me lately?” during a reception at The Club Ballroom on October 11. Tickets are $35.00. Call the UAB Events Office at 4-0771 to make reservations.

     The Board of Trustees recently approved endowed chair/professorship appointments for several of our faculty. They include:

Cynthia Owsley - Nathan E. Miles Chair of Ophthalmology

Randy Cron – Arthritis Foundation, Alabama Chapter Endowed Chair in Pediatric Rheumatology
Lisa Guay-Woodford – Anderson Family Endowed Chair in Medical Education, Research and Patient Care

Michael Saag – Jim Straley Endowed Chair in AIDS Research

Robert Carter – Anna Lois Waters Endowed Chair in Rheumatology

Gustavo Heudebert – Tinsley R. Harrison Endowed Professorship in Medical Research Education

   Congratulations to all of you!!


	GIFTS AND PLEDGES TO THE SOM
January 1, 2007 – June 30, 2007
$1,000,000 +
Anonymous Donor
$500,000 - $999,999

Mr. Thomas A. Blount

The Gwaltney Family Foundation
$100,000 – $499,999

Alabama Eye Bank

American Cancer Society

Arthritis Foundation

Crippled Children’s Foundation

Eyesight Foundation of Alabama

Mr. William W. Featheringill

Hill Crest Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Jurenko

S. Rexford Kennamer, M.D.

Miss Eleanor E. Kidd

Norma Livingston Ovarian Cancer Foundation

Jane Knight Lowe Charitable Foundation

Ms. Jean B. Morris

Protective Life Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Francis Schumann

Mr. John Russell Thomas

Dr. W. Hudson Turner and Sara Elizabeth Turner Medical Trust

University of Alabama Medical Alumni Association – on behalf of fundraising efforts for the Tinsley R. Harrison Endowed Chair 

Dr. Cameron M. Vowell

$50,000 - $99,999

American Academy of Dermatology Association

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Andreoli

Mr. Neal Andrews

Letitia McNeel Arant Trust

Thomas and Mildred Beach Foundation Trust

BlueCross/BlueShield of Alabama

Herman and Emmie Bolden Foundation

Breast Cancer Research Foundation of Alabama

The Peter W. Field Estate

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Hayes

Jefferson, Blount and St. Clair Mental Health
Mrs. Lou Brown Jewell

The Hugh Kaul Foundation

Alma B. Maxwell Trust
PHARM/TOX CHAIR SEARCH COMMITTEE ROSTER
David Sweatt (chair)

Etty Benveniste

Pam Bounelis
Keith Jones

Lori McMahon

James Mobley

Ed Partridge

Jack Secrist (SRI)

George Shaw

Harald Sontheimer

David Standaert

Richard Whitley


	























