THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM

Resolution

Approving Appointment of Jane Doe, Ph.D., 
as Professor Emerita of Nutrition Sciences 
in the Department of Nutrition Sciences

WHEREAS, in special recognition of distinguished service to The University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), the School of Health Professions (SHP), and the Department of Nutrition Sciences, UAB wishes to acknowledge Jane Doe, Ph.D., by appointing her as Professor Emerita of Nutrition Sciences in the Department of Nutrition Sciences; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe earned a baccalaureate degree in Nutritional Science in 1981 from the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor), her Master of Science degree in 1982 from Texas Woman’s University, Houston, TX, and her Doctor of Philosophy degree in Nutritional Sciences in 1986 from Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY; and 

WHEREAS, before coming to UAB, Dr. Doe served as Assistant Professor (1987–1990) at Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC, with subsequent promotion to Associate Professor in 1991 and to full Professor in 2000 and served at Duke University in both the Department of Surgery and the School of Nursing until she was recruited to the University of Texas, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center as full Professor of Behavioral Science (2001–2010); and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe was recruited to UAB as the Webb Endowed Chair and full Professor of Nutrition Sciences and Associate Director of Cancer Prevention and Control of the O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center in 2011; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe continued her service to the O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center until December 31, 2020, and to the Department of Nutrition Sciences as Professor until her retirement on October 01, 2021, after a total of 11 years of loyal and dedicated service; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has worked diligently on developing a collaborative research program since 2005 by conducting cancer prevention and control research with the overall goal of reducing the burden of nine specific obesity-related cancers including breast, colorectal, endometrial, ovarian, prostate, renal, and thyroid cancers, as well as non-Hodgkin lymphoma and multiple myeloma; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has made major research contributions to the fields of cancer prevention and control by developing and testing promising and highly scalable lifestyle interventions for the prevention and control of cancer, has had a leadership role in addressing these issues for over three decades, and is recognized for this body of work both nationally and internationally, serving as Principal Investigator of several research grants from the National Cancer Institute (K07, Ro3, R21s, R01s, and a P01), as well as the American Cancer Society, the American Institute of Cancer Research, and the Prevent Cancer Foundation; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has made significant scientific contributions and has had a very productive research career with well over 300 peer-reviewed scientific publications (more than 150 of which have been first or senior authored), 50 published editorials or invited papers, and more than 200 invited presentations at large national and international meetings, as well as presentations within closed workshops sponsored by the National Institutes of Health that have been instrumental in advancing interventions to reduce the burden of cancer; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe also has led the field in conducting the testing of nutrition and weight loss interventions in the presurgical setting in order to observe the effect of these interventions directly on tumor cells, with her findings from two independent randomized controlled trials showing that flaxseed supplementation and slower rates of weight loss significantly reduced prostate cancer cell proliferation within the tumors of patients electing surgery; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has collaborated with Auburn University to develop a vegetable gardening intervention that was implemented via master gardeners from the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service to improve vegetable consumption, physical activity, and physical functioning among cancer survivors across the state with their positive findings catalyzing similar programs elsewhere, such as the Universities of Colorado, New Mexico, Vermont, and Washington in the U.S. and Wageningen University in the Netherlands; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has held leadership and advisory roles on issues related to cancer survivorship, as well as in the intersecting fields of nutrition, cancer, and aging as shown by her service on the National Policy Forum of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) (two terms: 2011–2017) with concomitant chairmanship of two NASEM-hosted workshops on obesity and cancer (2011 and 2017); and   

WHEREAS, Dr. Doe has been recognized for her contributions within the School of Health Professions (Excellence in Scholarship 2010 and Excellence in Service 2012) and by several national and international organizations as evidenced by the following awards: Idea Award (National Cancer Institute), Professor of Survivorship (Susan G. Komen); and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Board of Trustees of The University of Alabama that it approves appointment of Jane Doe, Ph.D., as Professor Emerita of Nutrition Sciences in the Department of Nutrition Sciences at The University of Alabama at Birmingham.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board herein extends its deepest appreciation to Dr. Doe for her dedication and service to The University of Alabama at Birmingham, and to the people of this state and nation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution is spread upon the permanent minutes of this Board and that copies are given to Dr. Doe to share with members of her family, and to other appropriate University officials.
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