THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT BIRMINGHAM

Resolution

Establishing the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research and the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research Quasi-Endowment
[bookmark: _Hlk117186670]
WHEREAS, on September 28, 2021, The Board of Trustees of The University of Alabama accepted generous gifts and commitments from Marnix E. Heersink, M.D., totaling $[Amount] and approved the naming of The University of Alabama at Birmingham Marnix E. Heersink School of Medicine (UAB Heersink School of Medicine); and
WHEREAS, $[Amount] of the donor’s pledge will be used for the creation of endowed chairs and professorships in priority areas, including precision medicine and pharmacogenomics, pulmonology, oncology, neurology, health disparities, and immunology, among others; and
WHEREAS, it is the wish of the donor to use funds of $[Amount] to establish the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research within the Department of Psychiatry as a pure endowment of the University; and 
[bookmark: _Hlk168902232]WHEREAS, the Department of Psychiatry wishes to use internal funds of $[Amount] to establish the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research as a quasi-endowment of the University; and 
	WHEREAS, this endowed chair will be used to support the work and the mission of the Department of Psychiatry through the recruitment and retention of an expert faculty member who will further expand the University’s clinical, educational, and research efforts; and 
WHEREAS, it is most fitting that this endowment be named in honor of Marnix E. Heersink, M.D., whose service to and outstanding support of UAB have had a transformational impact on the University; and

WHEREAS, Marnix E. Heersink, M.D., is a cataract and laser refractive surgeon and co-owner and chairman of Eye Center South in Dothan, Alabama, a practice he and John Fortin, M.D., opened in 1980, which now has 12 offices in Alabama, Florida, and Georgia; and

	WHEREAS, Dr. Heersink and his family opened Health Center South, a 140,000-square-foot state-of-the-art medical complex for doctors of all specialties in Dothan; and

	WHEREAS, Dr. Heersink is an owner or agent of many other companies, including real estate holdings and manufacturing entities in the United States and abroad; and

	WHEREAS, Dr. Heersink is a fellow and member of a number of professional organizations, including the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the International College of Surgeons, the American College of Surgeons, the American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and he is certified by the Board of Directors of the American College of Eye Surgeons; and

	WHEREAS, his professional memberships also include the Houston County Medical Society, the Medical Association of the State of Alabama, the American Intra-Ocular Implant Society, and the American Medical Association, and he has a special interest and training in the diagnosis and surgical treatment of cataracts as well as laser vision correction; and

	WHEREAS, in addition to his participation in a number of organizations including the Boys & Girls Clubs and the Boy Scouts of America, Dr. Heersink has coached numerous youth sports teams for the City of Dothan and has served on the Executive Board of the Alabama Florida Council of Boy Scouts and the Executive Board of the Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind; and

WHEREAS, this endowment will pay tribute to Dr. Heersink’s commitment to global health and the Heersink family’s many contributions to medical education, research, and treatment; and

WHEREAS, this endowment will have an enduring effect on the work performed by its holders, on the education of future generations of physician-scientists, and on the countless patients whose lives are bettered through their research and care and, therefore, on the UAB Heersink School of Medicine and the University as a whole;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The Board of Trustees of The University of Alabama hereby approves the establishment of the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research and the Heersink Endowed Chair in Mental Health Research Quasi-Endowment.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be spread upon the permanent minutes of this Board and that copies or any parts of it be sent to Marnix E. Heersink, M.D.; to Adrienne C. Lahti, Chair of the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Neurobiology; to Anupam Agarwal, M.D., Senior Vice President and Dean of the UAB Heersink School of Medicine; and to other appropriate officials of The University of Alabama at Birmingham.

