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EDUCATION 

2001 Ph.D., Sociology, University of Tennessee  

 

1998 M.A., Sociology, University of Tennessee 

 

1993 B.S., Sociology and Psychology, University of Southwestern Louisiana 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

2023-Present Distinguished Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Alabama 

at Birmingham. 

 

2014-2023 Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. 

 

2006-2014 Associate Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. 

 

2004-present Secondary Appointment, Department of Sociology, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. 

 

2001-2006 Assistant Professor, Department of Justice Sciences, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. 

 

AREAS OF RESEARCH 

Visual criminology; Narrative criminology; Criminal decision-making; Identity and crime; 

Qualitative research methods 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

VISITING AND GUEST PROFESSOR 

• Visiting Researcher, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Crime, Security, and Law, 

Freiburg, Germany. April 2023. 

• International Visiting Professor, Life Course Criminology Centre, University of 

Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, June 2019. 

• Visiting Professor, Centre for Criminology, University of South Wales, Wales, March 

2016. 
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• Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology and Social Work, Aalborg University, 

Denmark, October 2015. 

• Guest Professor, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo, 

Norway, Summer 2015. 

• Invited Guest Researcher, Centre for Alcohol and Drug Research (Aarhus University), 

Copenhagen, Denmark, Summer 2014. 

• Guest Researcher, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo, 

Norway, Summer 2013. 

 

RESEARCH HONORS 

• 2022-2023 ACJS Donal MacNamara Award for “Meth Cooking as a Job: Identity and 

Dirty Work.” Awarded for outstanding article published in ACJS journals.  

• Ireland Prize for Scholarly Distinction, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 2017. 

• 2017 Shortlist for Scientific Award from the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 

Drug Addiction for Willy Pedersen, Sveinung Sandberg, and Heith Copes. (2016), 

Destruction, fascination and illness: risk perceptions and uses of heroin and opiate 

maintenance treatment drugs. Health, Risk & Society 19(1-2): 74–79. 

• 2012 Finalist for the James L. Maddex, Jr. Paper of the Year Award, for Morris, Robert 

and Heith Copes. “Exploring the Temporal Dynamics of the Neutralization/Delinquency 

Relationship.” Criminal Justice Review 37:442-460. 

• 2009 Winner of the James L. Maddex, Jr. Paper of the Year Award, for Kerley, Kent, 

Andy Hochstetler and Heith Copes. “Self-Control, Prison Deviance and Victimization.” 

Criminal Justice Review 34: 553-568. 

 

TEACHING HONORS 

• Recipient of the 2020 Outstanding Mentor Award, Academy of Criminal Justice 

Sciences. 

• Recipient of the 2014 Outstanding Educator Award, Southern Criminal Justice 

Association. 

• Recipient of the 2011 Graduate Dean’s Award for Excellence in Mentorship, University 

of Alabama at Birmingham. 

• Recipient of the 2009 President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching for the School of 

Social and Behavioral Sciences. 

• Recipient of the 2005 President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching for the School of 

Social and Behavioral Sciences. 

 

GRANTS 

EXTERNAL  GRANTS 

Understanding Work-At-Home Scams and Other Fraudulent Activities Using the Google Brand: 

An Analysis Of Victim Complaints to the Internet Crime Complaint Center. Heith Copes and 

Kent Kerley (Principal Investigators), 2010, Google Research Grant, $34,690. 
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“REU Site: Using the Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, and Mathematics to Study Crime.” 

National Science Foundation. $333,818. (Senior Personnel). Awarded May, 2010-2012 and 

2012-2015.  

 

Identity Theft: Assessing Offenders’ Strategies and Perceptions of Risk. Copes, Heith, and 

Lynne Vieraitis (Principal Investigators), 2005-2006, National Institute of Justice. $118,167. 

 

INTERNAL GRANTS 

The Inmate Code: Violent and Non-Violent Retaliation among Prisoners. Copes, Heith (Principal 

Investigator), 2006, UAB Faculty Development Program. $9,793.38. 

 

Carjacking: Motivations, Fear and Crime Control. Copes, Heith (Principal Investigator), 2002, 

UAB Faculty Development Program. $9,664. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOK 

2012 Copes, Heith, and Lynne Vieraitis. Identity Thieves: Motives and Methods. 

Boston: Northeastern University Press. 

  

EDITED COLLECTIONS 

2017 Copes, Heith and Mark Pogrebin. Voices from Criminal Justice: Insider 

Perspectives-Outsider Experiences (2nd Edition). Routledge. 

 

2015 Copes, Heith, and J. Mitchell Miller (Eds). Routledge Handbook of Qualitative 

Criminology. London: Routledge. 

 

2014 Forsyth, Craig and Copes, Heith. Encyclopedia of Social Deviance. Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage. 

  

2012 Copes, Heith (Ed.), Advancing Qualitative Methods in Criminology and Criminal 

Justice. Routledge. 

 

2012 Copes, Heith and Mark Pogrebin. Voices from Criminal Justice: Thinking and 

Reflecting on the System. Routledge. 

  

2010 Copes, Heith, and Volkan Topalli (Eds.), Criminological Theory: Readings and 

Retrospectives. McGraw Hill. 

  

REFEREED VISUAL ESSAYS 

2021 Copes, Heith, Jared Ragland, and Adam Forrester. “Caught in Between: A Video 

Essay of Masculine Identity and Meth Use in the Rural South.” Journal of 
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Qualitative Criminology and Criminal Justice 10(1) 

https://www.qualitativecriminology.com/pub/v10i1p1/release/1 

 

2020 Drentea, Patricia, Heith Copes, and Jessica Valles. “Hope, Dignity, and Oral 

Health for Women in Recovery.” Contexts 19: 62-64. 

 

2018 Copes, Heith, and Devin Lunsford. “Shadow People: A Counter-Visual of Those 

Who Use Methamphetamine: A Photo Essay.” Deviant Behavior 9: 694-701. 

 

2016 Copes, Heith, and Jared Ragland. “Considering the Implicit Meanings in 

Photographs in Narrative Criminology.” Crime Media Culture 12: 271. 

 

REFEREED ARTICLES  

Forthcoming Copes, Heith, and Jared Ragland. “Peyote as Earth Medicine: Examining how 

Symbolic Meanings Shape Experiences with Psychedelics.” British Journal of 

Criminology. 

 

Forthcoming Dourron, Haley, Heith Copes, Agasthya Vedre-Kyanam, Daniel D. Reyes, 

Maggie Gossage, Noah W. Sweat, and Peter S. Hendricks. “A Qualitative 

Analysis of First-Hand Accounts of Diphenhydramine Misuse Available on 

YouTube.” Journal of Psychoactive Drugs 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02791072.2023.2251985  

 

2023 Beaton, Blake and Heith Copes. “Parenting Narratives Among Methamphetamine 

Using Mothers and Fathers.” Crime and Delinquency 69 (6): 1236-1255. DOI: 

10.1177/00111287211073675 

 

2023 Copes, Heith, Sveinung Sandberg, and Jared Ragland. “Protecting Stories: How 

Symbolic Boundaries Reduce Victimization and Harmful Drug Use.” Crime and 

Delinquency 69(3): 533-558. 

 

2022 Leban, Lindsay, Heith Copes, and Denis Velazquez-Mondragon. “Designing 

Anti-Meth Ads: Insights from those who use Methamphetamine.” American 

Journal of Criminal Justice 47(4): 638-650. 

 

2022 Ross, Jeffery Ian, and Heith Copes. “Convict Criminology from Here to There: A 

Content Analysis of Scholarship in a Growing Subfield.” Criminal Justice Studies 

35(4): 442-457. 

 

2022 Copes, Heith, Fiona Brookman, Blake Beaton and Jared Ragland. “Sex, Drugs, 

and Coercive Control: Gendered Narratives of Methamphetamine Use, 

Relationships, and Violence.” Criminology 60(1): 187-218. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02791072.2023.2251985
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2022 Copes, Heith and Jared Ragland. “Using Photographs to Engage with Participants: 

A Practical Guide for Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews to Study Crime and 

Deviance.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 33(2): 247-268. 

 

2022 Arrigo, Bruce, Brian Sellers, Heith Copes, and Jenna Paz. “New Qualitative 

Methods and Critical Research Directions in Crime, Law, and Justice: Editors’ 

Introduction.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 33(2): 145-150. 

 

2022 Deitzer, Jessica, Lindsay Leban, Heith Copes, and Sam Wilcox. “Criminal Self-

Efficacy and Perceptions of Risk and Reward Among Women Methamphetamine 

Manufacturers.” Justice Quarterly 39(4): 847-870. 

doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2021.1901965 

 

2022 Hendricks, Peter, Heith Copes, Neiloufar Family, Luke Williams, David Luke, 

and Shlomi Raz. “Perceptions of Safety, Subjective Effects, and Beliefs about the 

Clinical Utility of Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD) in Healthy Participants 

within a Novel Intervention Paradigm: Qualitative Results from a Proof-of-

Concept Study.” Journal of Psychopharmacology 36(3): 337-347. 

 

2021 Grundetjern, Heidi, Heith Copes, and Sveinung Sandburg. “Dealing with 

Fatherhood: Paternal Identities among Men in the Illegal Drug Economy.” 

European Journal of Criminology 18(5): 643-659. 

 

2021 Deshay, Rashaan, Lynne Vieraitis, Heith Copes, Zachary Powell, and Justine 

Medrano. “Managing Courtesy Stigma: Women and Relationships with Men in 

Prison.” Criminal Justice Studies 34(3): 251-267. 

 

2021 Ericson, Jacob, Andy Hochstetler, and Heith Copes. “Meth Cooking as a Job: 

Identity and Dirty Work” Justice Quarterly 28: 849-869. 

 

2021 Copes, Heith, Lindsay Leban, and Jared Ragland. “Changing Narratives of 

Intimate Partner Violence: A Longitudinal Photo-Ethnography.” Conflict and 

Society 7: 123-142. 

 

2021 Pedersen, Willy, Heith Copes, and Liridona Gashi. “Narratives of the Mystical 

among Users of Psychedelics.” Acta Sociologica 64(2): 230-246. 

 

2021 Copes, Heith, and Andy Hochstetler. “The Social Organization of 

Methamphetamine Manufacturing: Roles, Identities and Persistence.” Journal of 

Criminal Justice 73:  
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2020 Copes, Heith, Blake Beaton, David Ayeni, Dean Dabney, and Rick Tewksbury. 

“A Content Analysis of Qualitative Research Published in Top Criminology and 

Criminal Justice Journals from 2010-2019.” American Journal of Criminal Justice 

45: 1060-1079. 

 

2020 Varley, A.L., Goodin, B.R., Copes, H., Kertesz, S.G, Fontaine, K., Cherrington, 

A.L., and Hendricks, P.S. Development and validation of the Capacity to Treat 

Chronic Pain and Opioid Use Disorder (CAP-POD) questionnaire. 

Implementation Research and Practice 1: 1-10. DOI: 

10.1177/2633489520948859 

 

2020 Varley, Allyson, Sara Lappan, Juliet Jackson, Burel Goodin, Andrea Cherrington, 

Heith Copes, and Peter Hendricks. “Understanding Barriers and Facilitators to the 

Uptake of Best Practices for the Treatment of Co-Occurring Chronic Pain and 

Opioid Use Disorder.” Journal of Dual Diagnosis 16: 239-249. 

 

2020 Beaton, Blake, Heith Copes, Megan Webb, Andy Hochstetler, and Peter 

Hendricks. “Accounting for Microdosing Classic Psychedelics.” Journal of Drug 

Issues 50: 3-14. 

 

2019 Copes, Heith, Whitney Tchoula, and Jared Ragland. “Ethically Representing Drug 

Use: Photographs and Ethnographic Research with People Who Use 

Methamphetamine.” Journal of Qualitative Criminal Justice and Criminology 

8(1): 21-36. 

 

2019 Sandberg, Sveinung, Heith Copes, and Willy Pedersen. “When Peaceful People 

Fight: Beyond Neutralization and Subcultural Theory.” British Journal of 

Criminology 59: 1309-1327. 

 

2019 Deitzer, Jessica, Lindsay Leban, and Heith Copes. “The Times Have Changed, the 

Dope Has Changed: Women’s Cooking Roles and Gender Performances in Shake 

Methamphetamine Markets.” Criminology 57: 268-288. 

 

2019 Webb, Meg, Heith Copes, and Peter Hendricks. “Narrative Identity, Rationality, 

and Microdosing Classic Psychedelics.” International Journal of Drug Policy 70: 

33-39. 

 

2019 Kerley, Kent, Rashaan DeShay, and Heith Copes. “Harm Reduction Strategies 

and Disinhibitors among Women Who Use Heroin.” International Journal of 

Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology 63: 1289-1305. 

 

2018 Copes, Heith, Whitney Tchoula, Jennifer Kim, and Jared Ragland. “Symbolic 
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Perceptions of Methamphetamine: Differentiating between Ice and Shake.” 

International Journal of Drug Policy 51: 87-94. 

 

2018 O. Hayden Griffin, III, Vanessa Woodward Griffin, Heith Copes & John Andrew 

Dantzler. “Today was not a Good Day: Offender Accounts of the Incidents that 

Led to their Admission to Drug Court.” Criminal Justice Studies 31: 388-401. 

 

2018 Hendricks, Peter, Michael Crawford, Karen Cropsey, Heith Copes, Wiles Sweat, 

Zach Walsh, and Gregory Pavela. “The Relationships of Classic Psychedelic Use 

with Criminal Behavior in the United States Adult Population.” Journal of 

Psychopharmacology 32: 37-48. 

 

2018 Brookman, Fiona, and Heith Copes. “Visualizing Crime and Deviance: Editors’ 

Introduction.” Deviant Behavior 9: 417-420. 

 

2018 Copes, Heith, Whitney Tchoula, Fiona Brookman, and Jared Ragland. “Photo-

elicitation Interviews with Vulnerable Populations: Practical and Ethical 

Considerations.” Deviant Behavior 9: 475-494. 

 

2017 Hochstetler, Andy, Heith Copes, and Michael Cherbonneau. “It’s a War Out 

There: Contextualized Narratives of Violent Acts.” Journal of Criminal Justice 

53: 74-82.  

 

2017 Pedersen, Willy, Sveinung Sandberg, and Heith Copes. “Destruction, fascination 

and illness: Risk perceptions and uses of heroin and opiate maintenance treatment 

drugs.” Health, Risk, and Society 19: 74-90. 

 

2017 Marsh, Whitney, Heith Copes, and Travis Linnemann. “Creating Visual 

Differences: Methamphetamine Users’ Perceptions of Anti-Meth Campaigns.” 

International Journal of Drug Policy 39: 52-61. 

 

2017 Webb, Megan, Jessica Deitzer, and Heith Copes. “Methamphetamine, Symbolic 

Boundaries, and Using Status.” Deviant Behavior 38: 1393-1405.  

 

2017 Hochstetler, Andy, David Peters, and Heith Copes. “Supervisory Experiences and 

Data Points: Implementation Barriers, Risk Assessment and Correctional 

Professionals.” Criminal Justice Studies 30: 240-256. 

 

2016 Pedersen, Willy, Heith Copes, and Sveinung Sandberg. “Alcohol and Violence in 

Nightlife and Party Settings: A Qualitative Study.” Drug and Alcohol Review 35: 

557-563. 
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2016 Copes, Heith. “Creating and Maintaining Symbolic Boundaries among Drug 

Users: A Narrative Approach.” Crime Media Culture 12: 193-214. 

 

2016 Leban, Lindsay, Stephanie Cardwell, Heith Copes, and Timothy Brezina. 

“Adapting to Prison Life: A Qualitative Examination of the Coping Process 

among Incarcerated Offenders.” Justice Quarterly 33: 943-969.  

 

2016 Woodward, Vanessa, Megan Webb, Hayden Griffin, and Heith Copes. “The 

Current State of Criminological Research in the United States: An Examination of 

Research Methodologies in Criminology and Criminal Justice Journals.” Journal 

of Criminal Justice Education 27: 340-361. 

 

2016 Moeller, Kim, Heith Copes, and Andy Hochstetler. “Advancing Restrictive 

Deterrence: A Qualitative Meta-Synthesis.” Journal of Criminal Justice 46: 82-

93. 

 

2016 Copes, Heith, Richard Tewksbury, and Sveinung Sandberg. “Publishing 

Qualitative Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice Journals.” Journal of 

Criminal Justice Education 27: 121-139. 

 

2016 Copes, Heith, Lindsay Leban, Kent Kerley, and Jessica Deitzer. “Identities, 

Boundaries, and Accounts of Women Methamphetamine Users.” Justice 

Quarterly 33: 134-158. DOI:10.1080/07418825.2014.897365. 

 

2015 Sandberg, Sveinung, Sébastien Tutenges, and Heith Copes. “Stories of Violence: 

A Narrative Criminological Study of Ambiguity.” British Journal of Criminology 

55: 1168-1186. DOI:10.1093/bjc/azv032 

 

2015 Jacobs, Bruce, and Heith Copes. “Neutralization Without Drift: Criminal 

Commitment and Carjacking.” British Journal of Criminology 55:286-302. 

DOI:10.1093/bjc/azu100 

 

2015 Holt, Thomas, Olga Smirnova, Yi Ting Chua, and Heith Copes. “Examining the 

Risk Reduction Strategies of Actors in Criminal Markets Online.” Global Crime 

16: 81-103. DOI:10.1080/17440572.2015.1013211. 

 

2015 Kerley, Kent, Heith Copes, and Hayden Griffin. “Middle-class Motives for Non-

Medical Prescription Stimulant Use among College Students.” Deviant Behavior 

36: 589-603. 
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2015 Copes, Heith, Andy Hochstetler, and Sveinung Sandberg. “Using a Narrative 

Framework to Understand the Drugs and Violence Nexus.” Criminal Justice 

Review 40: 32-46. DOI:10.1177/0734016814560436 

 

2015 Cardwell, Stephanie, Alex Piquero, Wesley Jennings, Heith Copes, Carol 

Schubert, and Edward Mulvey. “Variability in Moral Disengagement and its 

Relation to Offending in a Sample of Serious Youthful Offenders.” Criminal 

Justice and Behavior 42: 819-839. DOI:10.1177/0093854814567472 

 

2015 Vieraitis, Lynne, Heith Copes, Zachary A. Powell, and Ashley Pike. “A Little 

Information Goes a Long Way: Expertise and Identity Theft.” Aggression and 

Violent Behavior 20: 10-18. 

 

2015 Pedersen, Willy, Sveinung Sandberg, and Heith Copes. “High Speed: 

Amphetamine Use in the Context of Conventional Culture.” Deviant Behavior 36: 

146-165. DOI: 10.1080/01639625.2014.923272. 

 

2014 Copes, Heith, Kent Kerley, Kate Angulski, and Samantha Zaleski. “Meth’s Not 

My Cup of Tea: Perceptions of Methamphetamine among African American 

Women Stimulant Users.” Journal of Drug Issues 44: 430-441.  

 

2014 Hochstetler, Andy, Heith Copes, and Craig Forsyth. “The Fight: Symbolic 

Expression and Validation of Masculinity within Working Class Culture.” 

American Journal of Criminal Justice 39: 493-510. 

 

2014 Topalli, Volkan, George Higgins, and Heith Copes. “A Causal Model of 

Neutralization Acceptance and Delinquency: Making the Case for an Individual 

Difference Model.” Criminal Justice and Behavior 41: 553-573. 

 

2014  Copes, Heith, Tomislav Kovandzic, J. Mitchell Miller, and Luke Williamson. 

“The Lost Cause? Examining the Southern Subculture of Violence through 

Defensive Gun Use.” Crime and Delinquency 60: 356-380. 

 

2014 Kerley, Kent, Lindsay Leban, Heith Copes, Leah Taylor, and Christine Agnone. 

“Methamphetamine Using Careers of White and Black Women.” Deviant 

Behavior 35: 477-495. 

 

2013 Copes, Heith, Lynne Vieraitis, Stephanie Cardwell, and Arthur Vasquez. 

“Accounting for Identity Theft: The Roles of Lifestyle and Enactment.” Journal 

of Contemporary Criminal Justice 29: 351-368. 
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2013 Copes, Heith, Andy Hochstetler, and Craig Forsyth. “Peaceful Warriors: 

Narratives of Violent Contests among Adult Bar Fighters.” Criminology 51: 761-

794. 

 

 Reprinted in S. Tibbets and C. Hemmens (Eds.). 2019. Criminological Theory: A 

Text/Reader. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 Reprinted in P. Cromwell & M. Birzer (Eds.). 2016. In Their Own Words: 

Criminals on Crime, 7th edition. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

2013 Dabney, Dean, Heith Copes, Richard Tewksbury, and Shila Hawk-Tourtelot. “A 

Qualitative Assessment of Stress Perceptions among Members of Homicide 

Unit.” Justice Quarterly 30: 811-836. 

 

 Featured Panel: Justice Quarterly Editor’s Showcase, ACJS, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

2013 Copes, Heith, Fiona Brookman, and Anastasia Brown. “Accounting for Violations 

of the Convict Code.” Deviant Behavior 34: 841-858. 

 

2013 Klenowski, Paul, and Heith Copes. “Looking Back at ‘Other People’s Money’: A 

Qualitative Test of Cressey’s Hypothesis of Trust Violating Behavior.” Journal of 

Qualitative Criminal Justice and Criminology 1: 29-52. 

 

2013 Copes, Heith, Andy Hochstetler and Anastasia Brown. “Inmates’ Perceptions of 

the Benefits and Harms of Prison Interviews.” Field Methods 25: 182-196. 

 

2013 Sandberg, Sveinung, and Copes, Heith. “Speaking with Ethnographers: The 

Challenges of Researching Drug Dealers and Offenders.” Journal of Drug Issues 

43: 176-197. 

 

2013 Tewksbury, Richard and Heith Copes. “Incarcerated Sex Offenders’ Expectations 

for Re-Entry.” Prison Journal 93: 102-122. 

 

2012 Copes, Heith, Andy Hochstetler, and Michael Cherbonneau. “Getting the Upper 

Hand: Forestalling Victim Resistance in Carjackings.” Journal of Research in 

Crime and Delinquency 49:249-268. 

 

Reprinted in A. Walsh & C. Hemmens, 2013, Introduction to Criminology: A 

Text/Reader (4th Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2012 Copes, Heith, and Paul Klenowski. “Guest Editors’ Introduction: Research in 

Honor of Gresham Sykes.” Criminal Justice Review 37:433-436. 
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2012 Copes, Heith, John Sloan, and Stephanie Cardwell. “H-Index and M-Quotient 

Benchmarks of Scholarly Impact in Criminology and Criminal Justice: A 

Preliminary Note.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 23:441-461. 

 

2012 Morris, Robert and Heith Copes. “Exploring the Temporal Dynamics of the 

Neutralization/Delinquency Relationship.” Criminal Justice Review 37:442-460. 

 

Finalist for the 2012 James L. Maddex, Jr. Paper of the Year Award 

 

2012  Copes, Heith, David Khey, and Richard Tewksbury. “Criminology And Criminal 

Justice Hit Parade: Measuring Academic Productivity in the Discipline.” Journal 

of Criminal Justice Education 23:423-440. 

 

2012 McGrath, Shelly, Catherine Marcum, and Heith Copes. “The Effects of 

Experienced, Vicarious, and Anticipated Strain on Violence and Drug Use among 

Inmates.” American Journal of Criminal Justice 37:60-75. 

 

2011 Klenowski, Paul, Heith Copes, and Christopher Mullins. “Gender, Identity and 

Accounts: How White Collar Offenders Do Gender when They Make Sense of 

Their Crimes.” Justice Quarterly 28: 46-69. 

 

2011 Brookman, Fiona, Heith Copes, and Andy Hochstetler. “Street Codes, Accounts, 

and Rationales for Violent Crime.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 

40:397-424. 

 

2011 Copes, Heith, Rod Brunson, Craig Forsyth, and Heather White. “Leave No Stone 

Unturned: Policing Crack-for-Car Transactions.” Journal of Drug Issues 41:151-

173. 

 

2011 Copes, Heith, and Richard Tewksbury. “Criminal Experience and Perceptions of 

Risk: What Auto Thieves Fear.” Journal of Crime and Justice 34: 62-79. 

 

2011 Brookman, Fiona, Trevor Bennett, Andy Hochstetler, and Heith Copes. “The role 

of the ‘code of the street’ in the generation of street violence in the UK.” 

European  Journal of Criminology 8: 17-31. 

 

2011 Connor, David, Heith Copes, and Richard Tewksbury. “Incarcerated Sex 

Offenders’ Perceptions of Prison Sex Offender Treatment Programs.” Justice 

Policy Journal 8: 1-23. 

 

2011 Kerley, Kent, Heith Copes et al. “Understanding Personal Change in a Women’s 

Faith-based Transitional Center.” Religions 2: 184-197. 



Copes 12 

 

 

 

 

2011 Copes, Heith, Anastasia Brown, and Richard Tewksbury. “A Content Analysis of 

Ethnographic Research Published in Top Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Journals from 2000-2009.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 22:341-359. 

 

2011 Copes, Heith, Dean Dabney, George E. Higgins, and Richard Tewksbury. 

“Participation in the Prison Economy and Likelihood of Physical Victimization.”  

Victims and Offenders 6: 1-18. 

 

2011 Kerley, Kent, Heith Copes, Richard Tewksbury, and Dean Dabney. “Sacred or 

Spurious?: Examining the Relationship between Religiosity and Self-Control as 

Predictors of Prison Infractions.” International Journal of Offender Therapy and 

Comparative Criminology 55:1251-1271. 

 

2010 Copes, Heith. “Advancing Qualitative Methods in Criminal Justice and 

Criminology.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 21: 387-390. 

 

2010 Tewksbury, Richard, Dean Dabney, and Heith Copes. “The Prominence of 

Qualitative Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice Scholarship.” Journal 

of Criminal Justice Education 21: 391-411. 

 

2010 Hochstetler, Andy, Heith Copes and Patrick Williams. “That’s Not Who I Am: 

How Offenders Commit Violent Acts and Reject Authentically Violent Selves.” 

Justice Quarterly 27: 492-516. 

 

 Featured in the 2011 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Invitational Research 

Showcase 

 

2010 Holt, Thomas J., and Heith Copes. “Transferring Subcultural Knowledge Online: 

Practices and Beliefs of Persistent Digital Pirates.” Deviant Behavior 31: 625-654. 

 

Reprinted in Mark Pogrebin (Ed.), 2012, About Criminal: A View of the 

Offenders’ World (2nd Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2010  Copes, Heith, Kent Kerley, John Kane, and Rodney Huff. “An Exploratory Study 

of Identity Theft Victims Using a National Victimization Survey.” Journal of 

Criminal Justice 38: 1045-1052. 

 

2009 Copes, Heith, and Lynne Vieraitis. “Bounded Rationality of Identity Thieves: 

Using Offender-Based Research to Inform Policy.” Criminology and Public 

Policy 8: 237-262. 
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2009 Kerley, Kent, and Heith Copes. “Keeping My Mind Right: Identity Maintenance 

and Religious Social Support in the Prison Context.” International Journal of 

Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology 53: 228-244. 

 

2009 Copes, Heith, and Lynne Vieraitis. “Understanding Identity Theft: Offenders’ 

Accounts of Their Lives and Crimes.” Criminal Justice Review 34: 329-349. 

 

 Reprinted in Dean Dabney (Ed.), 2013, Crime Types: A Text/Reader, 2nd edition. 

Pleasant Hill, CA: Aspen. 

 Reprinted in Mark Pogrebin (Ed.), 2012, About Criminal: A View of the 

Offenders’ World (2nd Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Reprinted in D. Schichor, L. Gaines, and A. Schoepfer (Eds.), 2012, Reflecting on 

White-Collar and Corporate Crime. Long Grove, IL: Waveland. 

Featured in Miller-McCune, Legal Affairs, available at http://www.miller-

mccune.com/legal-affairs/the-low-tech-reality-of-identity-theft-5149/  

Online Supplement for Brian Payne, 2012, White-Collar Crime: The Essentials. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2009 Morris, Robert, Heith Copes and Kendra Perry-Mullis. “Correlates of Currency 

Counterfeiting.” Journal of Criminal Justice 37: 472-477. 

 

2009 Kerley, Kent, Andy Hochstetler and Heith Copes. “Self-Control, Prison 

Victimization and Prison Infractions.” Criminal Justice Review 34: 553-568. 

 

Winner of the 2009 James L. Maddex, Jr. Paper of the Year Award 

 

Online Supplement for Jacinta Gau, 2012, Statistics for Criminology and 

Criminal Justice. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2008 Copes, Heith, Andy Hochstetler and Patrick Williams. “We Weren’t Like No 

Regular Dope Fiends: Negotiating Hustler and Crackhead Identities.” Social 

Problems 55: 254-270. 

 

Reprinted in Mark Pogrebin (Ed.), 2012, About Criminal: A View of the 

Offenders’ World (2nd Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

2007  Copes, Heith, Lynne Vieraitis and Jen Jochum. “Bridging the Gap Between 

Research and Practice: How Neutralization Theory Can Inform Reid 

Interrogations of Identity Thieves.” Journal of Criminal Justice Education 18: 

444-459. 
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2007 Copes, Heith, Craig Forsyth and Rod Brunson. “Rock Rentals: The Social 
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Crimes.” Department of Criminal Justice, University of Texas—San Antonio. 

 

2009 Vieraitis, Lynne, and Heith Copes. “Motivations and Lifestyles of Identity 

Thieves.” Federal Trade Commission Fraud Forum, Washington DC. 

 

2008 Copes, Heith, and Andy Hochstetler. “Interviewing the Incarcerated: Promises 

and Pitfalls.” NSCR Workshop: Offenders on Offending, Leiden, The 

Netherlands. 

 

2007 Vieraitis, Lynne, and Heith Copes. “Identity Theft: Assessing Offenders’ 

Strategies and Perceptions of Risk.” National Institute of Justice Conference, 

Arlington, VA. 

 

2001 Copes, Heith. “Motivations and Techniques of Auto Thieves.” Alabama Chapter 

of the International Association of Special Investigation Units. 

 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES (SINCE 2018 ONLY) 

2022 Copes, Heith, Jared Ragland, and Peter Hendricks. “Peyote as Earth Medicine: 

Examining how Narratives Shape Experiences with Psychedelics Using Photo-

Ethnography.” Paper read at the American Society of Criminology annual 

conference, Atlanta, GA. 
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2022 Copes, Heith. Making Good Research Decisions: tips for Choosing Quantitative 

v. Qualitative Methods. Panel Member. Southern Criminal Justice Association 

annual conference, Ashville, NC. 

 

2022 Copes, Heith, and Jared Ragland. “Peyote as Earth Medicine: Examining how 

Narratives Shape Experiences with Psychedelics Using Photo-Ethnography.” 

Paper read at the Southern Criminal Justice Association annual conference, 

Ashville, NC. 

 

2021 Copes, Heith, Sveinung Sandberg, and Jared Ragland. “The Importance of 

Boundaries for those who use Drugs.” Paper read at the American Society of 

Criminology annual conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

2021 Erickson, Jacob, Heith Copes, and Andy Hochstetler. “Seven Plots Among 

Methamphetamine Users: An Introduction of the Seven Basic Plots to Narrative 

Criminology.” Paper read at the American Society of Criminology annual 

conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

2020 Copes, Heith, and Heid Grundetjern. “Keeping the Family Together: Cultural 

Narratives of Methamphetamine Using Parents and Children.” American Society 

of Criminology. Conference Cancelled due to COVID 

 

2019 Erickson, Jacob, Andy Hochstetler, and Heith Copes. “Meth Cooks, Motivations, 

and Rewards: Persistence in a Deviant Occupation. Paper read at the American 

Society of Criminology annual conference, San Francisco, CA.  

 

2019 Copes, Heith. “Women, Relationships, and Methamphetamine: A Longitudinal 

Photo-ethnography.” Paper read at the American Society of Criminology annual 

conference, San Francisco, CA.  

 

2019 Beaton, Blake, Heith Copes, Megan Webb, Andy Hochstetler, and Peter 

Hendricks. “Accounting for Microdosing Classic Psychedelics.” Paper read at the 

Southern Criminal Justice Association annual conference, Nashville, TN. 

 

2018 Copes, Heith. “Ghetto Chameleons.” Author Meets Critic at the American Society 

of Criminology annual conference, Atlanta, GA. 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AT UAB 

Seminar in Research Methods (Justice Sciences 605) 

Criminological Theory II (Justice Sciences 602) 

Criminological Theory I (Criminal Justice 601) (In person and Online) 

Pro-Seminar in Criminal Justice (Justice Science 600) 
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Patterns in Crime (Criminal Justice 483/583) (In person and Online) 

Special Topics Criminal Decision-Making (Justice Science 403/503) 

Criminology (Criminal Justice 360) (In person and Online) 

Criminal Justice Research Methods (Criminal Justice 300) 

Policing in America (Justice Science 220) 

Crime and Criminality (Criminal Justice 101) (In person and Online) 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND ACADEMIC SERVICE 

DISCIPLINE 

Mentor Division of Women and Crime Mentoring Program (Julio Montanez) (2021-2022) 

Southern Criminal Justice Association Outstanding Doctoral Student Award Chair (2021) 

American Society of Criminology Outstanding Article Award Committee (2018) 

Mentor for Racial Democracy Crime and Justice Network (Rashaan DeShay) (2017) 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Topic Chair (2017-2018) 

American Society of Criminology Pre-Conference Workshop Committee (2016, 2020) 

Southern Criminal Justice Association President (2015-2016) 

Southern Criminal Justice Association Vice President (2014-2015) 

Southern Criminal Justice Association Second Vice President (2013-2014) 

Section Chair on the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Program Committee (2009, 2012-

2014, 2017, 2024) 

Committee Member, 2011, The William L. Simon/Anderson Publishing Outstanding Paper 

Award for the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 

Committee Chair, ACJS 2011 SAGE Junior Faculty Professional Development Teaching Award 

Program Chair on the American Society of Criminology Program Committee (2008, 2010, 2012, 

2022, 2023) 

Organized SAGE Junior Teaching Workshops at ACJS 2011 

Center for Identity Management and Information Protections Advisory Board (2008-present) 

 

EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 

Primary Editor 

Co-Editor of Deviant Behavior (2020-preset; Chair editorial board 2013-2019; board member 

2002-2013)  

 

Book Review Editor for Journal of Criminal Justice Education (2012-2014) 

 

Guest Editor 

Guest Editor, Journal of Criminal Justice Education, Special issue entitled “New Qualitative 

Methods and Critical Research in Crime, Law and Justice.” (2022, Vol. 33). 

Guest Editor, Deviant Behavior, Special issue entitled “Visualizing Crime and Deviance.” (2018, 

Vol. 39, Issue 4). 

Guest Editor, Criminal Justice Review, Special issue entitled “Research in Honor of Gresham 

Sykes.” (2012, Vol. 37. Issue 4). 
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Guest Editor, Journal of Criminal Justice Education, Special issue entitled “Qualitative Methods 

in Criminology and Criminal Justice.” (2010, Vol. 21, Issue 4). 

 

Current Editorial Boards 

Associate Editor of Criminal Justice Studies (2013-present) 

Editorial Board of Criminology (2017-present) 

Editorial Board of Journal of Drug Issues (2014-present) 

Editorial Board of Journal of Qualitative Criminal Justice and Criminology (2012-present) 

Editorial Board of Journal of Criminal Justice Education (2005-2011; 2023-present) 

 

Previous Editorial Boards 

Associate Editor of American Journal of Criminal Justice (2012-2017) 

Editorial Board of American Journal of Criminal Justice (2007-2012, 2017-2020) 

Editorial Board of Justice Quarterly (2009-2016) 

Editorial Board of Journal of Crime and Justice (1999-2002) 

 

Area Editor (property crime) for the Encyclopedia of Criminology and Criminal Justice, G. 

Bruinsma, and D. Weisburd (eds.). (Springer-Verlag). 

 

Associate Editor, Encyclopedia of Corrections, (Edited by Kent Kerley). Wiley-Blackwell. 

International Editorial Board, Devianze (Edited by Cirus Rinaldi). Milan: Mimesis. 

 

SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY 

UAB Institutional Review Board Member (2009-present) 

CAS Promotion and Tenure Committee (2015, 2017-2020) 

CAS President’s Excellence in Teaching Award Committee (2012-2018, 2020) 

Ireland Prize for Scholarly Distinction Committee (2018, 2020, 2021, 2022) 

African-American Studies Curriculum Review Committee (2014) 

IRB Consultant for research in Social and Behavioral Sciences (2006-2008) 

CAS Honor’s Council (2011-12) 

ADVANCE Program Faculty Mentor 

SBS Faculty Affairs Committee Chair (2007-08) 

SBS Faculty Affairs Committee (2006-07, 2007-08) 

SBS Promotion and Tenure Committee Vice Chair (2009-10) 

SBS Promotion and Tenure Committee (2008-09) 

SBS Sabbatical Leave Committee (2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06) 

 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

Criminal Justice Honors Program Director (2018-present) 

MSCJ Graduate Director (2011-2017) 

 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEES 
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Faculty Handbook Committee (2019-2020) 

Department Faculty Search Chair (2015, 2016, 2017)  

Department Chair Search Committee (2015) 

Co-Director of the Criminal Justice Advisory Board (2004-2008) 

IRB Protocol Oversight Reviewer for Department of Justice Sciences (2004-present) 

Criminal Justice Graduate Program Scholarship Committee (2004-present) 

Faculty Search Committee Chair (Fall 2007, Fall 2012, Spring 2013, Fall 2015) 

Mentor for Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) (summers 2010-15) 

 

AFFILIATIONS 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 

American Society of Criminology 

Southern Criminal Justice Association 


