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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

 







   


Assistant Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham

            [2013-present]

Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham
            [2012-2013]


Visiting Instructor, Nazareth College




            [2011-2012]


Adjunct Professor, Nazareth College




            [2010-2011]

EDUCATION













PhD
University of Rochester

 
            

           [May 2012]

Philosophy


M.A.
University of Missouri—Columbia 



           [May 2007] 




Philosophy

B.A.
Southeast Missouri State University 



           [May 2004]


Philosophy, summa cum laude
B.S. 
Southeast Missouri State University



           [May 2004]



Psychology, summa cum laude
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION











Epistemology, Philosophy of Science

AREAS OF COMPETENCE












Ethics, Metaphysics, Philosophy of Mind

PUBLICATIONS











Books 
(5) Believing in Accordance with the Evidence: New Essays on Evidentialism. (edited collection—under contract) Springer.
(4) The Mystery of Skepticism: New Explorations. (edited collection—under contract) Brill Publishing, (co-edited with Ted Poston).
(3) Best Explanations: New Essays on Inference to the Best Explanation. (edited collection—under contract) Oxford University Press, (co-edited with Ted Poston).
(2) The Nature of Scientific Knowledge: An Explanatory Approach. Switzerland: Springer, 2016.
(1) Evidentialism and Epistemic Justification. New York: Routledge, 2014. 
* Paperback edition released 2016
* Focus of an author-meets-critics session at the 2016 Pacific APA (critics: Richard Fumerton (University of Iowa), Jonathan Kvanvig (Baylor University), and Matthias Steup (Purdue University))

* Will be the subject of a book symposium in the journal Syndicate Philosophy late fall 2016

Articles and Book Chapters
(22) “Which question do polls about evolution and belief really ask, and why does it matter?” Public Understanding of Science, forthcoming. (Co-authored with Kostas Kampourakis)

(21) “Explanationist Aid for Phenomenal Conservatism” Synthese, forthcoming.

(20) “Skepticism and Elegance: An Explanationist Rejoinder.” International Journal for the Study of Skepticism, (2016) 6: 30-43.
(19) “Belief in or about evolution?” BioScience, (2016) 66: 187-188. (Co-authored with Kostas Kampourakis)

 (18) “No Knowledge Without Evidence.” Journal of Philosophical Research, (2015) 40: 369-376.

(17) “Is Forgotten Evidence a Problem for Evidentialism?” Southern Journal of Philosophy, (2015) 53 (4): 471-480. 

(16) “Explanationism: Defended on All Sides.” Logos & Episteme, (2015) 6 (3): 333-349.

(15) “Explanation and the Nature of Scientific Knowledge.” Science & Education, (2015) 24 (7-8): 827-854. 

(14) “Interventionism Defended.” Logos & Episteme, (2015) 6 (1): 61-73.

(13) “A New Evil Demon? No Problem for Moderate Internalists.” Acta Analytica, (2015) 30 (1): 97-105.

(12) “Why explanatoriness is evidentially relevant.” Thought, (2014) 3 (2): 145-153. (Co-authored with Ted Poston)

(11) “Testimonial Knowledge from Lies.” Philosophia, (2014) 42 (2): 459-468.

(10) “Evidentialism, Explanationism, and Beliefs about the Future.” Erkenntnis, (2014) 79 (1): 99-109.
(9) “Pick Your Poison: Beg the Question or Embrace Circularity.” International Journal for the Study of Skepticism, (2014) 4 (2): 125-140.  (Co-authored with William Rowley) 

(8) “Evolutionary Theory and the Epistemology of Science.” in Kostas Kampourakis (ed.) The Philosophy of Biology: A Companion for Educators, Springer, (2013): 101-119. (Co-authored with Brad Weslake)
(7) “Explanationist Evidentialism.” Episteme, (2013) 10 (3): 299-315.

(6) “Two Skeptical Arguments or Only One?”  Philosophical Studies, (2013) 164 (2): 289-300.

(5) “A Predictivist Argument Against Scepticism.” Analysis, (2012) 72 (4): 660-665. 

(4) “The Interventionist Account of Causation and the Basing Relation.”  Philosophical Studies, (2012) 159 (3): 357-382.
(3) “Against Hanna on Phenomenal Conservatism.”  Acta Analytica, (2012) 27 (1): 45-54. 

(2) “The Virtues of Epistemic Conservatism.”  Synthese (2008) 164 (2): 185-200. 

(1) “Descartes and the Creation of Eternal Truths.”  Southwest Philosophical Studies (2008) 30 (1): 65-70.

Encyclopedia Entry


(1) “The Problem of the Criterion.” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, (2014).

Works for a General Audience 
Books

(1) Red Rising and Philosophy (under contract) Open Court Publishing, (co-edited with Court Lewis)

Articles
(3) “The Doctor Lies” in Courtland Lewis and Paula Smithka (eds.) More Doctor Who and Philosophy: Regeneration Time, Open Court Publishing, (2015): 239-247.
(2) “Who is Raistlin Majere?” in Christopher Robichauld (ed.) Dungeons and Dragons and Philosophy, Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, (2014): 132-144.

(1) ““Demons, Dreamers, and Madmen”: Is Ozzy Going Insane?” in William Irwin (ed.) Philosophy and Black Sabbath, Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, (2012): 163-170.
Book Reviews

(3) Review of Gauch, Scientific Method in Brief, in Teaching Philosophy, (2013) 36 (3): 310-313.

(2) Review of Steup and Sosa, Contemporary Debates in Epistemology, in Science and Education, (2013) 22 (5): 1257-1263. 
(1) Review of Audi, Epistemology: A Contemporary Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge 3rd Edition, in Science and Education (2013) 22 (3): 747-752.
PRESENTATIONS











Refereed
“Explanationism, Perceptual Justification, and Defeat”, Alabama Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2015.

“Explanationism: Covered on All Sides”, 39th Annual MidSouth Philosophy Conference, 2015.


Also presented at the Society of Christian Philosophers Midwest Meeting, 2015.

“Explanationist Evidentialism and Inferential Justification”, Alabama Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2014.

“Evidentialism and Forgotten Evidence”, Alabama Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2013.

“No Knowledge Without Evidence”, 37th Annual MidSouth Philosophy Conference, 2013.

“In Defense of the Explanationist Response to Skepticism”, Central States Philosophical Association Meeting, 2012.


Also presented at the Alabama Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2012.

“Testimonial Knowledge from Lies”, Central APA, 2010. 

“Interventionism Defended”, 6th Annual Virginia Tech Graduate Philosophy Conference, 2009.

“Scientific Explanation, Understanding, and Knowledge”, Pacific APA, 2009.

“Tye, Introspection, and Phantom Limbs”, Pacific APA, 2008.

“The Possibility of Absent Qualia”, Pacific Meeting of the Society of Christian Philosophers, 2008.

“Descartes and the Creation of Eternal Truths”, 31st Annual MidSouth Philosophy Conference, 2007.

Also presented at New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2007.
“The Virtues of Epistemic Conservatism”, 4th Biennial Rochester Graduate Epistemology Conference, 2006.

Also presented at Iowa Philosophical Society Annual Conference, 2006.

Invited
“Belief in or belief about: Which question do polls about evolution really ask, and why does it matter?”, UAB Haddin Forum, 2016.

“Book Symposium: Evidentialism and Epistemic Justification”, Pacific APA, 2016.

(An author-meets-critics session on my book, Evidentialism and Epistemic Justification—critics: Richard Fumerton (University of Iowa), Jonathan Kvanvig (Baylor University), and Matthias Steup (Purdue University)).
“Meaning in Life: Combating Arguments for Absurdity”, UAB Donaldson Lecture Series, 2016. 

“The Evidential Impact of Explanatory Considerations: A Reply to Roche and Sober”, Southeastern Epistemology Conference, 2015.

“Reasonable People Can Disagree…Can’t They?”, Big Idea Lecture Series (UAB), 2015.

“Explanationism, Perceptual Justification, and Defeat”, Southeastern Epistemology Conference, 2014.

“Solving the Problem of Forgotten Evidence”, Southeastern Epistemology Conference, 2013.

“Self-support or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Circle”, Southeastern Epistemology Conference, 2012.

“In Defense of the Explanationist Response to Skepticism”, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 2012.

“Epicurus on Death: A Defense”, Philosophy Colloquium, Nazareth College, 2012.
“The Explanationist Response to Skepticism”, Southern Utah University, 2012. 

Also presented at Nazareth College, 2010.
COMMENTARIES












Comments on Matthew Childer’s “How Natural is Natural Goodness?”, 39th Annual MidSouth Philosophy Conference, 2015.

Comments on Abelard Podgorski’s “Dynamic Epistemic Conservatism”, Pacific APA, 2015.

Comments on Andrew Higgins’ “The Problem of “Intuition””, 37th Annual MidSouth Philosophy Conference, 2013.

Comments on James Beebe’s “Gettierized Knobe Effects”, Central States Philosophical Association Meeting, 2012.

Comments on Ryan Byerly’s “Explanationism and Justified Beliefs about the Future”, 6th Biennial Rochester Graduate Epistemology Conference, 2010.
Comments on Kok Yong Lee’s “On the Distinctive Value of Knowledge”, Central States Philosophical Association Meeting, 2010.

Comments on Michael Robinson’s “The Real Problem with Prepunishment”, Mountain-Pacific Meeting of the Society of Christian Philosophers, 2009.

Comments on Wesley Buckwalter’s “Knowledge Isn’t Closed on Saturdays.”  5th Biennial Rochester Graduate Epistemology Conference, 2008.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE










Courses Taught
University of Alabama at Birmingham



Epistemology



[Fall 2012, Fall 2014]

Contemporary Moral Issues
[Fall 2012 (3 sect.), Spring 2013, Fall 2013 (2 sect.)]



Bioethics



[Spring 2013 (2 sect.), Summer 








2013]



Philosophy of Science


[Fall 2013]
Intro to Philosophy
[Spring 2014 (2 sect.), Fall 2014, Spring 2015 (2 sect.), Fall 2015 (2 sect.), Spring 2016 (2 sect.)]
Philosophy of Religion
[Summer 2014, Summer 2015, Summer 2016]


Knowing in a Social World

[Spring 2015]


Meaning of Life: Perspectives

[Fall 2015]


Epistemology & Phil Science 



(Ockham’s Razor)


[Spring 2016]



Philosophy in Film


[Spring 2016]



Fight the Power: Exploring



Political Authority


[Fall 2016]

University of Rochester:



Science and Truth


[Fall 2009, Spring 2010]




Life and Death Moral Issues

[Fall 2010, Spring 2011]

Intro to Philosophy


[Summer 2011]




Philosophy and Sci-fi


[Fall 2011, Spring 2012]
Nazareth College:
Logic and Inquiry 
[Summer 2010, Fall 2010 (2 sect.), Spring 2011, Summer 2011, Fall 2011, Spring 2012, Summer 2012]
Philosophy of Science
[Spring 2011]





Ethical Theory



[Summer 2011]




Ancient Philosophy


[Fall 2011]




Contemporary Philosophy

[Spring 2012]
HONORS AND AWARDS











St. Thomas Summer Seminar in Philosophy of Religion

And Philosophical Theology Participation Stipend

[2014--$2,000]

APA Central Division Graduate Stipend Award Winner
[2010]

APA Pacific Division Graduate Stipend Award Winner 
[2009]

University of Alabama at Birmingham:


UAB EMSAP Outstanding Professor Award


[2016]
UAB Grant Submission Award



[2013--$500]
University of Rochester:

Commendation in the Outstanding Dissertation Award 
[2011-2012]

competition for Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences

(Awarded to one graduate student in the 

Humanities or Humanistic Social Sciences)

Outstanding Essay Prize




[2009-2010, 2010-(Awarded to at most one graduate student per year)
2011]

Heidi M. Payne 1st Year Essay Prize 



[2007-2008]



(Awarded to at most one graduate student per year)





Southeast Missouri State University:



Provost’s Award for Academic Excellence


[2003-2004]



(Awarded to one student in the College of Liberal Arts per year)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE










Referee – Acta Analytica, American Philosophical Quarterly, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, de Gruyter, Dialectica, Episteme, Ergo, Erkenntnis, European Journal for Philosophy of Science, International Journal for the Study of Skepticism, Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Journal of the American Philosophical Association, Kemanusiaan: The Asian Journal of Humanities, Mind, Oxford University Press, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, Palgrave Macmillan, Philosophia, Philosophical Quarterly, Philosophical Studies, Philosophy of Science, Rowman & Littlefield, Science & Education, Southern Journal of Philosophy, Synthese, Theoria, W.W. Norton & Company
Editorial Board member for Science & Education

[Spring 2015---]

Editor for Academia.edu




[Fall 2015---]

Faculty Advisor for UAB Philosophy Club


[Fall 2013---]

Organizer—UAB “Big Ideas” Philosophy Lecture Series
[Fall 2013-Fall 2015]

Organizer—6th Biennial Rochester Graduate Epistemology Conference, 2010.

Co-organizer—7th Annual Orange Beach Epistemology Workshop, 2015.

Co-organizer—8th Annual Orange Beach Epistemology Workshop, 2016. 

External reviewer for Swiss National Science Foundation research grant proposal 

[Summer 2016]

Graduate Student Representative to the faculty

[Fall 2009-Spring 2011]

Librarian, Lewis White Beck Memorial Library
[Summer 2009-Summer 2012]
REFERENCES












Earl Conee, University of Rochester, <earl.conee@rochester.edu>
Richard Feldman, University of Rochester, <richard.feldman@rochester.edu>
Peter Markie, University of Missouri-Columbia, <MarkieP@missouri.edu>
Gregory E. Pence, University of Alabama at Birmingham, <pence@uab.edu>
Jonathan Vogel, Amherst College, <jmvogel@amherst.edu>
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