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Ge n e A . 8 a r n e tt i n h i s b o o k , -�-a n f or d tJ i 1 son , 
describes The Rimers of Eldritch as "Our Town set in a 
sm a 1 1 M i s sour i Pe :d on P 1 a c e . " E 1 d r i t ch i s a sm a 1 1 
town located in Missouri near the Ozarks and as such 
i s s ym b o 1 i c of o u r n a t i on a s a 'A' h o 1 e • As 8 a r n e t t 
state-=, "The people in Eldritch ar·e Rimers and rime i-=­
a metaphor for the hypocrisy, the 1 i es and the 
l o ,_,, e 1 e s s p a '=· s i on t h a t p e r· 1Ja de t h e sm a 1 1 t m11 n 

I 
a

community that has been mined of its humanity and
integrit;1 like the moribund land." It is a dream pla;, 
dec1.l i ng 1,\li th the peoph 1,\lho on the surface seem to be 
good and kind but are actuallv, as the character Mary 
sc1.ys, "Evil, wicked and dead." 

If there is a lesson to learn from the play, perhaps 
i t i s t h e f o 1 1 01,11 i n g : 

Thou shalt Love thy neighbor as thyself, 
Matthe,,\I 19:19 

or· 

. . . •  The relation between friends, relatives and 
neighbors: they should be hospitable and charitable to 
one another: should speak pleasantly and agreeably; 
should work for each other's welfare; should be on 
equal terms ,,,, i th one another; shou 1 d not quarre 1 among 
themselves; should help each other in need; and should 
not forsake each other in difficulty," 
from What The Buddha Taught by Walpola Rahula 

May you enjoy The Rimers of Eldritch. 
Bob Funk 
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