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Notes, continued… 
 
millennium approaches, the personae in the play delve further into their own 
truths and make decisions that not only affect their lives, but also the lives of 
those around them.  
 
The play provides a thorough examination of various power relations in the 
United States during a time of economic and political vigor, but also of social 
division and moral weakness. It also presents an intimate account of how the 
homosexual minority, especially those living with HIV/AIDS, were 
marginalized or treated indifferently. Although the character of Roy Cohn is 
mostly a work of fiction, several historical facts about him have been taken into 
consideration. After being diagnosed with AIDS, Roy covered the truth by 
telling the public that he had liver cancer. He was also disbarred later in life, 
not long before his death. According to The Washington Post, Cohn faced 
charges of dishonesty, fraud, deceit, and misrepresentation. Most infamously, 
he is known for supporting McCarthy’s Red Scare actions and sitting on the 
prosecution team against Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. Although the Rosenbergs 
were found guilty of espionage, many believe that the extent of their crime was 
not deserving of the electric chair, especially for Ethel.  
 
Angels in America openly addresses the 1980s’ AIDS crisis which, 
unfortunately, is still very much present and closer to Alabama than anyone 
might think. According to a 2016 PBS news report, the Southern United States 
is the new epicenter for HIV/AIDS. The region accounts for 44% of people 
living with HIV and half of all new HIV diagnoses occur in the South. 
Birmingham is also ranked 17 on a list of the highest rates of HIV infection in 
cities. There is, however, a silver lining to this heartbreaking truth. Birmingham 
is home to UAB’s Center for AIDS Research and the 1917 Clinic, world-
renowned centers in the research and treatment of AIDS, and employs 
internationally recognized experts in HIV/AIDS. Theatre UAB is humbled to 
be able to follow in the footsteps of the 1917 Clinic and the UAB Center for 
AIDS Research not only by raising  awareness for HIV/AIDS, but by telling the 
emotional story of these brave men and women—our families.  
 
For more dramaturgical research on the play, visit https://www.uab.edu/cas/
theatre/on-stage/current-season/angels-in-america 
 
For more information about HIV/AIDS research or if you would like to 
volunteer or donate to the cause, please contact the Center for AIDS Research 
at https://www.uab.edu/medicine/cfar/  
or the 1917 Clinic at https://www.uab.edu/medicine/1917clinic/ 
 

      - Tanier Dutton, Dramaturg 
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