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Notes on this production...

Noél Coward’s farcical and irreverent comedy, HAY FEVER was written in 1925. A
frothy and frivolous period of excess and denial nestled into a 10 year period between
the horrors of World War I and the crushing economic realities of the Great
Depression. It was a period known as The Jazz Age and it was characterized by an
opening up of social restraints, especially regarding the freedoms of women. Swinging
music, wild parties, the dropping of traditional etiquette, living for the moment, and
blatant displays of social irreverence were common place in a period that used frivolity
and unself-conscious excess to blot out the atrocities of “The Great War”.

Author, No€l Coward, did his best to entertain his public in writing HAY FEVER by
exploring a very non-traditional family in his play. The Bliss family is comprised of
the matriarch Judith, a recently retired and publicly acclaimed stage actress; David, her
husband, a well-known novelist; Simon, their son, an incorrigible and budding artist;
and Sorel, their daughter, striving to rise above her bohemian family but always ready
to play the game whenever it presents itself.

In highlighting the chaotic nature of the Bliss family No&l Coward incorporated the
classic cornerstones of comedy: social disorder, incongruity, physical humor, witty
dialogue, sexual innuendo, cross purposes, and situational reversals. To bring this all to
life he constructed a very simple plot structure: each member of the family has invited
a guest up for the weekend, without informing the other members of the family. This
immediately generates hurt feelings, over-dramatic reactions, and raucous conflict! All
of which the Bliss family appear to thrive on!

Noél Coward explored the traditions of family life and the social masks that
accompany them and turned them upside down in HAY FEVER. In reading research
for this production I came upon Mark Fisher’s review of HAY FEVER for the London
Guardian newspaper. Mr. Fisher explored the idea that HAY FEVER might be the
missing link between Shakespeare’s MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM and Edward
Albee’s WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOLF. Mr. Fisher writes:

“Noél Coward’s silly, subversive 1925 comedy is the missing link between William
Shakespeare and Edward Albee. Set in a country house on a humid and tempestuous
June weekend, HAY FEVER takes four singletons, subjects them to a midsummer
night’s dream of misplaced desire and warped romance and, once the spell wears off,
sends them home to the rational world of the city. Nobody says “Methought I was
enamoured of an ass” — but the sense remains.”

Judith and David Bliss may be closer to Oberon and Titania in Shakespeare’s play than
they are to George and Martha in Edward Albee’s, but for an evening’s light
entertainment we are happy that they are!

Dennis McLernon, Director
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Hay Fever Production Biographies

Rachel Biggs (Sorel Bliss)

Home Town: Lubbock, TX

Education: Frenship High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: Hairspray, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, A Little
Night Music (UAB), Peter Pan (Lubbock Moonlight Musicals), Into the Woods
(Frenship HS Choir), A/l My Sons, Tarzan (Frenship HS Theatre), Ghetto (Texas Tech
Theatre Camp).

Elana Brooks (Scenic Design/Scenic Charge)

Home Town: Enterprise, AL

Education: Enterprise High School

Recent Production Work: Scenic Design/Scenic Charge: The 25" Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee (UAB). Assistant Scenic Design: Hairspray (UAB). Assistant Wig/
Makeup Design: Hairspray (UAB). Scenic Painter: Y ou Can't take it With You,
Vinegar Tom (UAB).

Sean Allan Doyle (Sound Design)

Home Town: Alexandria, VA

Education: BA Theatre Arts Lehigh University

Recent Production Work: Sound Design: Romeo & Juliet: Love Knows No Age
(Unexpected Stage), Tangles (Theatre for New Medicine at Wooley Mammoth), The
Great American Trailer Park Musical (Dominion Stage). Sound Engineer: Intersections
Theatre Festival (DC). Lighting Design: The Bachelorette (Dominion Stage). Light
Board Operator: The Call (Theatre J).

Tanier Dutton (Sandy Tyrell)

Home Town: Carbon Hill, AL

Education: Transfer: Bevill State Community College, A.S. Psychology, Carbon Hill
High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: Hairspray, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (UAB), The
Importance of Being Earnest, The Merchant of Venice, All My Sons, Macbeth (Bevill
State Community College). Playwriting: Sundee Mornin’ Digest (One Man Show).
Dramaturgy: A ngels in America, Part I: Millennium Approaches (UAB).

Brett Everingham (Simon Bliss)

Home Town: Atlanta, GA

Education: Hoover High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: Angels in America, Part I: Millennium Approaches,
Hairspray, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (UAB), Bring It On: The Musical, Don't
Touch That Dial, I Am Angel (Hoover HS).

Anna Frey (Jackie Coryton)

Home Town: Oneonta, AL

Education: Oneonta High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: And Then There Were None (The Whole Backstage),
Beauty and the Beast, Shrek the Musical (Oneonta High School), Seasonal Allergies,
Anne of Green Gables (Covered Bridge Players).




Hay Fever Production Biographies

Marissa Hebson (Myra Arundel)

Home Town: Pinson, AL

Education: Shades Valley Theatre Academy

Recent Production Work: Acting: Hairspray, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 2017-18
Bookends Touring Company, A Little Night Music, Vinegar Tom, Dancing at Lughnasa,
13th Annual Festival of Ten Minute Plays (UAB), 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee, The Drowsy Chaperone (SVTA). Choreography: 4 Midsummer Night’s Dream
(UAB).

Clara Vetta Holmes (Judith Bliss)

Home Town: Grand Blanc, MI

Education: Grand Blanc High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: 2018-19 Diva Touring Company, Hairspray, A Little
Night Music, Vinegar Tom (UAB), Thoroughly Modern Millie, Almost, Maine,
Hairspray (Grand Blanc HS). Assistant Stage Management: Angels in America, Part I:
Millennium Approaches, Working (UAB).

Marlene Johnson (Voice & Dialect Coach)

Home Town: Allentown, PA

Education: MFA, Virginia Commonwealth University

Recent Production Work: Voice & Text Coach: Angels in America, Part I: Millennium
Approaches, Hairspray, Silent Sky, Working, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (UAB).
Vocal Coach: The Real Inspector Hound, Y ou Can’t Take It With You, Spring
Awakening, Buried Child, Stupid F***ing Bird, Dancing at Lughnasa, Avenue Q, In
The Next Room (or, The Vibrator Play), Women of War, Urinetown: The Musical,
Twelfth Night, Big Love (UAB). Vocal Director: Vinegar Tom, On The Verge (UAB),
Around The World in 80 Days, God of Carnage (Alabama Shakespeare Festival).

David Parker (Richard Greatham)

Home Town: Birmingham, AL

Education: Paul W. Bryant High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: Angels in America, Part I: Millennium Approaches,
Hairspray (UAB), Washington & DuBois: Two Opinions, One Goal (Vulcan Park), The
Dinner Detective (Redmont Hotel), Voice in the Dark: A Salem Story (Paul W. Bryant
HS).

J. Marc Quattlebaum (Properties Design)

Home Town: Lexington, SC

Education: MFA Wayne State University 2009, BA Newberry College 2005

Recent Production Work: Scenic & Properties Design: Angels in America, Part I:
Millennium Approaches (UAB). Properties Design: Hairspray, Silent Sky, Working, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, A Little Night Music, You Can’t Take It With You, Vinegar
Tom, The Real Inspector Hound, Spring Awakening, Buried Child, Dancing at
Lughnasa, In The Next Room (or, The Vibrator Play), Clybourne Park (UAB).

Kaylee Radney (Assistant Stage Manager)

Home Town: Oxford, AL

Education: Oxford High School

Recent Production Work: Acting: Standing on Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays
(UAB), The Night He Came Back (Theatre Downtown). Playwriting: The 2019 Festival
of Ten Minute Plays (UAB). Lighting Design: The 2019 Festival of Ten Minute Plays
(UAB).




Hay Fever Production Biographies

Tyler Stidham (Stage Manager)

Home Town: Chelsea, AL

Education: Chelsea High School

Recent Production Work: Assistant Stage Management: A Not So Silent Night (CAT),
Hairspray (UAB). Stage Management: Down the Yellow Brick Road (ArtPlay),
Hairspray, Jr. (VST). Assistant Directing: Savage (UAB), Godspell (Chelsea High
School). Directing: 2019 Festival of Ten Minute Plays (UAB). Acting: A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, The 2017 Festival of Ten Minute Plays (UAB).

Rachel-Marie Strazza (Assistant Stage Manager)

Home Town: Bronx, NY

Education: Wilton High School (CT)

Recent Production Work: Assistant Stage Management: Angels in America, Part I:
Millennium Approaches (UAB). Stage Management: Annie! the Musical (Wiremill
Academy), Bye Bye Birdie, (Summerstage), Law and Order: Fairy Tale Unit,
Superhero’s the Musical (WHS). Choreography: Bebop With Aesop, Frog and Toad,
Annie! the Musical (Wiremill Academy). Lighting Design: Wizard of Oz, Mary Poppins
Jr., Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (WCT), Xanadu (Carriage House Arts Center).
Acting: Beauty and the Beast, The Man Who Came to Dinner, The Pajama Game
(WHS), Little Women the Musical (Wilton Playshop).

Spencer Webb (Lighting Design)

Home Town: Madison, AL

Education: Bob Jones High School

Recent Production Work: Stage Management: Angels in America, Part I: Millennium
Approaches, Silent Sky (UAB). Directing/Stage Management: 2017 & 2019 Festival of
Ten Minute Plays (UAB). Assistant Stage Management: Working (UAB), A Chorus Line
(Virginia Samford Theatre). Scenic Construction: Willy Wonka, Jr., A Christmas Story,
Spamalot (VST), Spring Awakening (UAB).

Anna Whitlock (Clara)

Home Town: Alabaster, AL

Education: Thompson High School

Recent Production Work: Assistant to Director: Angels in America, Part I: Millennium
Approaches (UAB). Assistant Stage Management: Silent Sky (UAB). Acting: 2018-19
Bookends Touring Company, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, You Can’t Take It With
You (UAB), A Midsummer Night's Dream (South City Theatre). Into the Woods, James
and the Giant Peach (Thompson HS).

Evan Wilson (David Bliss)

Home Town: Homewood, AL

Education: Homewood High School

Recent Production Work: Costume Running Crew: Silent Sky (UAB). Acting: 25¢th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Curse of Frankenstein (Homewood HS).

Ed Zuckerman (Scenic Design)

Home Town: Philadelphia, PA

Education: MFA, Wayne State University

Recent Production Work: Lighting Design: The 25" Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee, Hairspray, Clybourne Park, Twelfth Night, or, What You Will, Proof, Rhinoceros,
The Praying Mantis, The Piano Lesson, The It Girl, The Seagull (UAB). Scenic Design:
The Real Inspector Hound, Dancing At Lughnasa, The Next Room (or, The Vibrator
Play,) A Streetcar Named Desire, The Playboy of the Western World (UAB).

Visit our website at http://www.uab.edu/cas/theatre/
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Theatre UAB 2018-2019 Season

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE
Music & Lyrics by William Finn. Book by Rachel Sheinkin. Conceived by
Rebecca Feldman. Additional Material by Jay Reiss
Directed by Roy Lightner
Music Direction by Carolyn Violi
October 17-20 at 7:30pm
October 21 at 2:00pm
The Sirote Theatre

ANGELS IN AMERICA, PART I: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES
By Tony Kushner
Directed by Hayley Procacci & Jack Cannon
November 7-10, 14-16 at 7:30pm
November 17 at 2:00pm
The Odess Theatre

HAY FEVER
by Noél Coward
Directed by Dennis McLernon
February 20-23 at 7:30pm
February 24 at 2:00pm
The Sirote Theatre

FESTIVAL OF TEN MINUTE PLAYS
Produced by Lee Shackleford
March 4-8 at 7:30pm
The Odess Theatre

SAVAGE
An Original Musical Conceived & Developed by Karla Koskinen
Book and Lyrics by Tommy Newman
Music by Jaime Lozano and Tommy Newman
Translations provided by Dr. Kazadi Wa Mukuna
Directed by Valerie Accetta & Karla Koskinen
Musical Direction by Carolyn Violi
Choreography by Roy Lightner
April 10-13 at 7:30pm
April 14 at 2:00pm
The Sirote Theatre

ASC Box Office: 975-ARTS
Show information at http://www.uab.edu/cas/theatre/productions




