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FULLER AWARD 
Nomination Form 

 
The Establishment of the Alumni Association Fuller Award 

 
The Fuller Award is named for Dr. H. Moren Fuller who is credited with playing a significant role in establishing 
the School of Dentistry.  In 1947, the state legislature granted funds for the establishment of the dental school due, 
in part, to the efforts of Dr. Fuller.  The first Fuller Award was awarded in 1955 to Dr. Fuller himself. 
 
The Fuller Award is the highest honor bestowed by the Alumni Association in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the dental profession.  The award is given occasionally when an individual's contributions and 
outstanding achievements to the dental profession are judged by the Executive Council of the Alumni Association to 
be especially significant and deserving of this honor. 
 
                   Deadline:   November 1, 2025 
 
Nominee: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION REGARDING THE NOMINEE: 
 

-  QUESTIONAIRE 
               -  2 LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
               -  VITAE` or RESUME` 
               -  OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
 
 
Signature of nominator: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
       (Print Name) __________________________________________________________ 
              
 Telephone number(s) of nominator: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Submit to: Dr. Melodie Jones 

Vice-President 
University of Alabama School of Dentistry Alumni Association 

 Email: melodieandersonjones04@gmail.com   
 Please note “Fuller Award Nomination” in subject line. 
  

Or mail to: 
 Dr. Melodie Jones 
 6265 Monticello Cove 
 Montgomery, AL 36117 
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THE FULLER AWARD 
(Amended February 3, 2022) 

Guidelines 
 
I. The process for selection of a Fuller recipient should include a brief review of the criterion 

and the historical documents for the award. Refer now to “The Establishment of the 
Alumni Association Fuller Award”, “The History of the Fuller Award”; and “Fuller Award 
Nomination Form”. 

 
 A.  In the first document, a historical reference is made to Dr. Fuller’s significant 

 contribution to the dental school for which the award was named in his honor.  In the 
 2nd paragraph, cognitive words: “highest honor”, “contributions and outstanding 
 achievements to the dental profession”, “given occasionally”, “especially significant”; 
 give us great direction. 

 
 B.  The second document contains an even greater in-depth history of the circumstances 

 leading up to the creation of the Fuller Award.  This history focuses again on what Dr. 
 Fuller did for the dental school. 

 
II. Prestigious Awards presented by Organizations other than the Dental Alumni Association. 
 
 A.  Most Excellent Fellow Award   
  -chosen by the Board of Sensors (past presidents) of ALDA; Bylaws say nomination by 

  a Board of Sensors member.  Criterion:  outstanding and meritorious contributions to  
  ALDA.   May have multiple awards in one year. 

 
 B.  Distinguished Service Award—ALDA presents.  May have multiple awards in one 
               year.       
 
 C. Distinguished Alumnus Award   
  -chosen by the Dean and the UAB Dentistry Leadership Council Alumni Awards 
                Committee. 
 
 D.  Outstanding Young Alumnus Award 
  -chosen by the Dean and the UAB Dentistry Leadership Council Alumni Awards 
                Committee. 
 
 E.  Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame 
  -chosen by a committee who reviews nominations submitted (In 2002, chose 17   

  out of 79 submitted) 
  -serious consideration requires prior recipient to nominate or endorse candidate 
  -only five dentists are among this group since its formation in 1992 
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The Fuller Award is the most prestigious award anyone could receive in the dental profession.  It 
is prestigious because Dr. Fuller and other prior recipients excelled at such a distinguished level.  
The Alumni Executive Council is charged with the careful selection of a candidate who has 
achieved an outstanding accomplishment, perhaps that no one else has done.  A person of this 
description does not come along every year; in fact, it may only be “occasionally”. 
 
The Fuller Award is not a popularity vote as judged by the existing Executive Council at the 
present sitting.  It is based on merit versus popularity.  The process and the criterion ensure that 
“especially significant and deserving” individuals are recognized.    It is the Alumni Executive 
Council’s responsibility to ensure that the award remains the most prestigious and that only 
deserving individuals are recognized. 
 
I.  NOMINATION 
 
 A.  Nomination of a candidate may be made by any active member of the Alumni 

 Association. 
 
 B.  Nominations must be in writing to the Fuller Award Committee via any officer,  district 

 representative or associate representative. 
 
 C.  Nominations must be received by November 1st before the November meeting of the 

 Executive Council so that the appropriate nominations can be referred to the Fuller 
 Award Committee.  No nominations may be made other than those received by the 
 Fuller Award Committee. 

 
 D.  The Fuller Award Committee will be composed of: 
 
  1.  One past Alumni President as appointed by the current Alumni president as of 
    the June meeting. 
 
  2.  One past Fuller recipient as appointed by the current Alumni president as of the  

  June meeting. 
 
  3.  Two members of the Executive Council who have at least four years Council  

  service, appointed by the Alumni President as of the June meeting.   
 
  4. The Alumni Vice President will serve as chairperson of the committee 
 
         E.  Functions of the Alumni Vice President / Chairperson: 
 

1. Present to the Alumni Association President recommendations for appointees to the 
Fuller Award Committee. 

 
2. Receive nominations for the Fuller Award. 

 
3. Provide Fuller Award Nominee Form packets to all Fuller Award Committee 

members. 
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4. Arrange and chair meetings of the Fuller Award Committee. 
 

5. Maintain Fuller Award Nomination Forms from the current year and previous year 
and the list of rankings for each nominee.  

 
6. Shred all Fuller Award Nomination Forms from the two years prior. 

 
 

          F.  Functions of the Fuller Award Committee: 
 
  1.  Solicit potential candidates. 
 
  2.  Review and investigate each nominee as to their worthiness for the Fuller   

  Award as established by the guidelines under SELECTION CRITERIA. 
 
  3.  Select by majority vote a Fuller Award nominee to endorse to the Executive 
                    Committee. 
 
               4. By majority vote, rank each nominee: Strong Support, Support or No Support. 
 
   a.  Strong Support 
    A Strong Support nominee will be endorsed to the Executive Council.   
                           If the Strong Support candidate is not approved by the Executive Council, then     
                           the candidate may be considered for endorsement for one year following  
                           their nomination.  
                           If the Strong Support candidate is not endorsed the following year, a new      
    application must be submitted for future consideration. 
 
   b.  Support 
    Support nominee(s) will be reconsidered for one year following their  
                           nomination. If support nominee is not endorsed the next year, a new application 
                           must be submitted for future consideration. 
 
   c.  No Support   
    No Support nominee(s) receiving this ranking may be possibly due to lack of                       
                           information provided. A new application must be submitted for future  
                           consideration. 
 
 
           G.  Present by the Chairperson or designee of the Fuller Award Committee to the  
                 Executive Council at the Annual Meeting of the University of Alabama School Of  
                 Dentistry Alumni Association the following: 
      

1. “The Fuller Award Committee endorses __________(name) for the _______ (year)  
Fuller Award”. 

               2.  A 250 word or less narrative as to why the Fuller Committee endorses the nominee. 
               3.  Respond to any question/comments by the Executive Council. 
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               4.  Conduct a vote (require 75% of votes in favor of the nominee) by secret ballot of the              
                    Executive Council (one vote from each of the nine Alabama districts and groups  
                    (Alabama by Choice (ABC)), three out-of-state districts (Georgia, Florida, 
                    Mississippi) and five Alumni/Association officers.    
                    One ballot for the nominee will be provided to the above 18 eligible voters to vote 
                    Yea or Nay for the endorsed nominee.  The vote results will be kept confidential 
                    until PRESENTATION. 
 
 
II. SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
 A.  Since an exact exclusionary/inclusionary criterion list could reduce the potential  

 candidate list; therefore, be it resolved that proper consideration would be given to: 
 
  1.   Financial, political, or physical support of the School of Dentistry 
  2.   Reputation within the State 
  3.   Leadership positions held 
  4.   National reputation 
  5.   Service in dental organizations 
  6.   Academic service/publications 
  7.   Community Service 
  8.   Political impact on dentistry 
  9.   Legislative impact on dentistry 
  10. Impact upon students, academics or private practice dentists 
  11. Research and development which directly affects dentistry 
 
 B.  Special consideration and emphasis are given to a nominee’s support of the School of 

 Dentistry since the award is bestowed by the Alumni Association.  “Support” may be 
 defined in many forms, financial and/or otherwise.  The creation of the Fuller Award 
 was to recognize Dr. Fuller’s support of the School of Dentistry. 

 
 C.  It is not necessary to select a recipient yearly since “the award is given   

 occasionally”.  This will be at the discretion of the Executive Council. 
 

   D.  The Fuller Award recipient will remain a secret until the June meeting of the Alumni  
         Association held in conjunction with the Alabama Dental Association (ALDA)  
         meeting. 

 
III. PRESENTATION 
 
              When a nominee is selected by the Executive Council, the presentation of the Fuller          

Award will be made by the nominator, or Alumni President presiding at the Alumni 
Luncheon or other function held in conjunction with the Annual meeting of ALDA, or one 
of the members of the Fuller Award Committee, or one member of the Executive Council 
in said order of priority. 
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IV. NOMINATOR FOLLOW-UP 
 
            After Presentation of the Fuller Award, the Chairperson of the Fuller Award Committee 
         shall contact each Nominator of Nominees for the Fuller Award to: 
      
        1. Thank them for nominating a person for the Fuller Award. 
        2. Advise Nominator they may resubmit by November 1 their Nominees’ original file    
            and additional support information if desired TO THE NEXT YEARS Fuller Award 
            Committee. 
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The History of the Fuller Award 
by Dr. John H. Mosteller, D.D.S., FACD, FICD, 

Editor Emeritus, Journal of the Alabama Dental Association 
 

 
 
The first Dentist Advisory Board to the University of Alabama School of Dentistry included Dr. Fuller 
 
 
 The Dentists Advisory Board to the University of Alabama School of Dentistry was created by the 
legislation that established the School of Dentistry in 1945.  Governor Chauncy Sparks did not appoint the first 
Board until November 1946 and funds to operate the school were not appropriated until 1947.  The first Dentists 
Advisory Board was composed of Dr. Moren H. Fuller (Centerville), Dr Olin Kirkland (Montgomery), Dr. C. B. 
Bray (Birmingham), Dr. John H. Sullivan (Mobile) and Dr. Richard R. Moorer (Eufaula).  Dr. Fuller was appointed 
chairman by Governor Sparks. 
 Dr. Fuller was not well known by his Alabama colleagues and he was completely unknown in dental 
academia.  He never held an ALDA office, but he was highly respected by his community.  Governor Sparks figured 
competent academicians could be hired, but respected Alabama dentists knew what was best for our citizens. 
 Dr Kirkland was the best-known Alabama dentist before the dental school was established.  His peers had 
voted him “The Alabama Dentist of the First half of the 20th Century” in 1950. 
 Dr. John Sullivan’s brother, Joseph C. Sullivan, Jr., J.D., introduced the bill in the Alabama House of 
Representatives that created the School of Dentistry.  Another brother, Dr. George J. Sullivan, was a Mobile dentist, 
as was their father, Dr. Joseph Charles Sullivan, Sr. (Philadelphia Dental College, 1891).  Dr. Richard R. Moorer 
was Governor Spark’s personal dentist, which certainly justified his appointment. 
 Dr. Fuller spent a lot of time at the school during its early years and Dean Volker treated him with proper 
respect.  The first students were thankful for the school because many of them were World War II veterans with 
impeccable credentials (or tickets, as Joe Volker called them) to enter dental school, but they had been unable to find 
a spot in out-of-state universities.  They came to believe that Dr. Fuller was their personal benefactor, so the young 
Dental Alumni Association chose to honor Dr. Fuller and to make the award his namesake. 
 
H. Moren Fuller Award Recipients  
 
1955 Dr. H. Moren Fuller 
1956 Dr. Charles W. Lokey, Sr. 
1957 Dr. Edward G. Rhoads 
1958 Dr. Hunter S. Allen 
1959 Dr. Claude C. Cannon 
1960 Dr. William A. Wood 
1963 Dr. Joseph A. Volker 
1964 Dr. William L. McCarty, Sr. 
1965 Dr. William L. McCracken 
1966 Dr. Newton E. Allen 
1967 Dr. David D. Bloom 
1968 Dr. J. Luther Hughes 
1969 Dr. Charles A. McCallum, Jr. 
1970 Dr. George W. Matthews, Sr. 
1971 Dr. Sidney B. Finn 
1972 Dr. Leonard H. Robinson 
1973 Dr. Paul E. Hammons 
1974 Dr. Edwin M. Speed 
1975 Dr. Paul R. Huffstutler 
1976 Dr. Joseph C. Stewart 
1977 Dr. John H. Mosteller 
1978 Dr. William M. Lawson 
1979 Dr. Morris W. Hollis 
1982 Dr. Polly Ayers 
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1983 Dr. William D. Powell, Jr. 
1985 Dr. Marvin L. Barron 
1986 Dr. Roy R. Kracke 
1987 Dr. David F. Greer 
1989 Dr. Roy G. Cowan, Sr. 
1990 Dr. Morgan A. Tunstall 
1994 Dr. Mario G. Martinez, Jr. 
1998 Dr. Charles Ray Graham 
2000 Dr. Mary Lynne Capilouto 
2001 Dr. Chalmus W. Strickland 
2002 Mr. Wayne McMahan 
2003 Dr. Thomas W. Weatherford, III 
2004 Dr. Thomas W. Jones 
2005 Dr. Charles W. Lokey, Jr. 
2006 Dr. Zack Studstill 
2007 Dr. Hiram Johnson 
2012 Dr. George Lewis “Lew” Mitchell, Jr.  
2013 Dr. Joel P. Hearn 
2014 Dr. Milton Essig 
2015 Dr. James Calvin McCulloh 
2016 Dr. Benjamin J. Cumbus   
2017      Dr. Alvin “Red” Stevens 
2018      Dr. Micheal D. Edwards 
2019      Dr. Barry L. Booth 
2020      Dr. Mark R. McIlwain 
2021 Dr. John Anderson 
2022 Dr. Perng-Ru Liu 
2023 Dr. Deborah Bishop 
2024 
2025 
2026 
2027 
2028 
2029 
2030 
2031 
2032 
2033 
2034 
2035  
 


