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Guidance for Transport and Shipping of COVID-19+/ SARS-CoV-2 Patient Samples at UAB 

 Shipping COVID-19/SARS-CoV-2 patient samples for commercial shipment off UAB property 

• COVID-19+ patient specimens should be shipped as UN3373, “Biological Substance, Category B”.
• Viral cultures or isolates of SARS-CoV-2 must be shipped as Category A, UN2814, “infectious

substance, affecting humans”.

 Transport of COVID-19/SARS-CoV-2 patient samples on UAB Property 

If COVID-19+ patient specimens must be moved to a new on-campus destination and cannot be moved 
on foot or by professional courier, there are several options: 

• EH&S Support Facility – Email: biosafety@uab.edu for more information on having EH&S move
your patient samples.

• UAB Vehicles or Personal vehicles - Individuals using a UAB or personal vehicle to move patient
samples must abide by the UAB Vehicle Safety Management Program and complete Bloodborne
Pathogens and Category B/ UN3373 IATA shipping training.

• DO NOT move patient samples using cabs, Birmingham city buses, Lyft, Uber, Blazer shuttles, etc.

 Packaging of COVID-19/SARS-CoV-2 patient samples for transport on UAB Property 

Transport of COVID-19+/SARS-CoV-2 patient samples on campus, either between or within buildings, 
requires that the person transporting has knowledge of the agent, including how to properly package it 
for transport, and how to respond to a potential spill or exposure. Unless transport is between sites 
within a contiguous space (see Table 1), packaging of potentially infectious samples for hand 
transport on campus should resemble the packaging required for shipment. After the sample is 
properly packaged, it can be transported on a cart or hand-carried to the destination. Avoid public or 
high-traffic walkways and never leave the package unattended during transport. 

The containment level assigned to an agent is particularly important in regard to transport. Receipt or 
transport of agents requiring BSL3 containment can only occur with guidance and approval by EH&S 
Biosafety. Agents that are rendered inactive are exempt from this requirement, but the procedures used 
for inactivation must be validated before containment restrictions are lifted. 

Table 1 Transport of Biological Materials Within and Around UAB: Biological materials that are transported within and 
between university buildings must be packaged and transported in the manner indicated. 

Description Containers Labels 

Within contiguous lab space Primary1 tubes/vials secured with a tight- 
fitting cap, parafilm, or lab tape. Not required 

Outside contiguous space but within 
building 

Primary and secondary2 separated by 
absorbent material for liquids Not required 

Outside contiguous space but within 
interconnected buildings 

Primary and secondary separated by 
absorbent material for liquids 

Agent-specific info on primary, 
Biohazard label on secondary 

Outside of interconnected buildings Primary and secondary separated by 
absorbent material, and tertiary3 

Agent-specific info on primary, 
Biohazard label on secondary, 
Emergency contact info on tertiary 

1primary container: tube or vial that houses the biological agent     2secondary container: leak-proof zip-sealed plastic bag, screw-top 
conical tube, or pressure-sealed plastic box containing sufficient material to absorb the entire volume of the sample(s)     3tertiary container: 
a rigid outer container sufficient to maintain containment if the shipment is dropped.
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