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UAB Graduate Program Directors and Staff Retreat 
Friday, September 9, 2016 

UAB Alumni House 
 
Breakfast and Registration (8:00-8:30 AM)  
 
Graduate School Initiatives (8:30-9:30 AM) 

• Lori McMahon (Dean, Graduate School) 
• Holly Hebard (Director of Student and Academic Services, Graduate School) 

Small Group Discussions on Recruitment Strategies (9:30-10:15 AM) 
 
Break (10:15-10:30 AM)  
 
Graduate Student Issues (10:30-11:30 AM) 

• Allison Solomon (Director, Disability Support Services) 
• Emily Feinstein (Director & Title IX Deputy, Student Life) 

Program Specific Content (11:30-12:00 PM) 

• Work on e-mail Responses to Applicants 

Lunch and Presentation from Paulette Dilworth, Vice President for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (12:00-1:00 PM) 
 



“Know Thyself” (1:00-2:15 PM)  

• Lori McMahon (Dean, Graduate School) 
• Discussion 

Break (2:15-2:30 PM)  
 
INTO (2:30-3:00 PM) 

• Suzanne Austin (Senior Vice Provost)  
• Gregg Janowski (Associate Provost for Assessment and Accreditation) 

Program Outcomes (3:00-3:30 PM) 

• Molly Wasko (Chair, Dept. of Management, Information Systems & Quantitative 
Methods) 

 
3MT® and Discoveries in the Making Presentation (3:30-4:00 PM)  

• Lori McMahon (Dean, Graduate School)  
• Jami Armbrester (Career Development, Graduate School) 
• Jonathan Amsbary (Professor and Graduate Program Director, Department of 

Communication Studies) 

Closing Reception (4:00-5:00 PM) 



The Graduate School 

  
Graduate Student Services 
 
Professional Development Program 
 
Graduate Biomedical Sciences 
 
Office of Postdoctoral Education 
 
  
  



Leadership 





Communications and Events 

Career Services 



   Mission  
“Inspiring minds today 
to transform the future” 

 
Vision 

“Improving lives globally through 
the accomplishments of our 

scholars” 
 
 
 



The Numbers... 
• 40 Doctoral and 55 Masters 

 Research based 
 Practice based 
 Professional 

• Carnegie Classification-Very High Research Activity 
• Total Graduate Enrollment: 5635 (Fall 2016) 

 Highest Graduate Enrollment in Alabama 
 

Spring 2016 Graduation: 
 Doctoral: 56 
 Masters: 488 
Summer 2016 Graduation: 
 Doctoral: 54 
 Masters: 353 



New Initiatives 
 • Website Improvement 

• New Campus Wide Recruitment Strategies 
• Changes to Graduate Faculty Status 
• GRE waived for Masters Programs 
• Application fee for doctoral programs 
• T32 Preparation 
• Target X-CRM 
• GPS for Graduate Students 
• Program Handbook Review 
• Program Directors School-spring 2017 
• Expanded training in Responsible Conduct 
 in Research (RCR)  
• Mentoring & Leadership Certificate-2016 
• Research Communication Certificate-2017 

 
 
 



Funding for 1st Year Fellowships 

• Current year for Health Sciences 
• GBS, Health Professions, Public 

Health, Nursing, Optometry 
 $3,695,234 
 

• Funding for College of Arts and 
Science, Engineering, and Education 
• CAS – $1.7 million 
• ENG - $745,000 
• EDU - $50, 000 

 
• Total: approx. $6M 



Graduate Faculty Status 
January 1, 2017 ,, 

Graduate Faculty Level I Graduate Faculty membership is an 
extension of an individual’s basic UAB academic appointments. 
In other words, all individuals appointed to faculty positions in 
UAB departments are eligible for appointment to the Graduate 
Faculty. To qualify for basic Graduate Faculty membership, an 
individual must hold a terminal degree in his or her field, and 
must hold a UAB faculty appointment or be a Scientist 1-4 with a 
terminal degree. 
 
Graduate Faculty Level II is reserved for individuals who serve 
as graduate student mentors and/or chair graduate student 
committees. Such individuals must have expertise to support the 
training of graduate students and have demonstrated excellence 
and activity within their field. These individuals must have 
evidence of training and mentorship (new members will be 
expected to obtain training through the Graduate School). 
 
 
 
 



Professional Development 
Seminars, Workshops, and Courses 

Nancy Abney, M.A., TESOL 
Dr. Jeff Walker, PhD  



 

CREDIT HOURS 

Academic Year Fall Spring  Summer TOTAL 

2013-2014 552 430 348 1330 

2014-2015 475 488 393 1356 

2015-2016 488 568 325 1381 

2016-2017 605    
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ENROLLMENT 

Academic Year Fall Spring  Summer TOTAL 

2013-2014 219 175 156 550 

2014-2015 218 203 178 599 

2015-2016 228 266 178 672 

2016-2017 302    



CIRTL Associate Teaching Certificate 
Category B Certificate 

CIRTL Practitioner Teaching Certificate 
Category A Certificate 

CIRTL Scholar Teaching Certificate 
Category A Certificate 

CIRTL@UAB 



Number of CIRTL Certificates is Growing Annually 



Category A Certificate 



Training Grant Preparation, 
Submission, and Management 

Lisa Schwiebert 
Savitha Memula 

http://www.uab.edu/traininggrants/ 

http://www.uab.edu/traininggrants/
http://www.uab.edu/traininggrants/


Institution # of T32s
Hopkins 68
Univ. Mich. 59
UNC 55
UC schools 52
Vandy 48
Stanford 41
Duke 34
Emory 32
UAB 29
Baylor 25
UT schools 24
Ohio State 18
Mich State 10
Rutgers 3

Figure 3. Currently funded T32 awards at UAB compared to near peer institutions. 











Community Outreach is 
Important! 



http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?f=1894 



Contact us 

@UABgradschool 

Graduate School 
G03 Lister Hill Library 
(205)934-8227 
uab.edu/graduate 

/UABgradschool 

@UABgradschool 
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