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About the
Personalized 
Path

Rather than taking a pre-determined 
series of courses, students on the 
Personalized Path select honors 
courses that align with their unique 
academic goals. 
They also seek out experiential learning 
opportunities such as service-learning, 
undergraduate research, education 
abroad, and internships to supplement 
their honors experience.

UAB Honors College
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Personalized 
Path 
Requirements

• Complete 18-30 honors credit hours
• Complete one experiential learning course
• Meet regularly with your Honors Advisor
• Meet honors credit benchmarks each academic year
• Maintain a 3.0 GPA

3UAB Honors College

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Honors College students must complete a minimum of 18 credit hours of honors-level coursework to graduate with “Distinguished Honors”. Honors students who choose to earn 30 or more honors credits will graduate with “High Distinguished Honors”. Honors College students must complete at least one experiential learning course (this can be service-learning, undergraduate research, an internship, or education abroad – it does not have to be honors). Your first year, you are required to meet with honors advisor each semester to ensure that you are staying on track and know of Honors College Opportunities. We encourage you to continue to meet with your Honors Advisor each semester throughout your time at UAB so that you can continue to meet your Honors College benchmarks. These benchmarks will be discussed in more depth on the next slide. All students must maintain a 3.0 UAB cumulative GPA in order to remain in good standing with the Honors College.
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Credit 
Hours

6 Completed by the end of 
First Year

12 Completed by the end of 
Second Year

18 Needed to graduate with 
Distinguished Honors

30 Needed to graduate  with 
High Distinguished Honors

Honors College 
Benchmarks
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UAB Honors College

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Personalized Path students will complete 18-30 hours of honors credit during their time at UAB. Personalized Path students will be expected to earn a total of 6 honors hours by the end of their first year in the Honors College and a total of 12 honors hours by the end of their second year in the Honors College. With the help of your advisors you will build a pathway that encourages you to explore your interests, find what inspires you, and engage in unique topics that you otherwise would not have access to. 
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• Honors Seminars (one  honors first-year seminar is required and replaces UAB FYE)
• Honors sections of core , major, or e lective  courses
• School/departmental honors programs
• Honors by contract for 300-/400-leve l courses
• Graduate  Leve l Courses (Early Acceptance  Programs, Acce le rated Bache lors/Maste rs)
• Honors Experiential Learning Independent Study (se rvice  learning, unde rgraduate  re search, or inte rnships)

How to earn Personalized Path honors hours: 5

UAB Honors College

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As Ashleigh explained, Personalized Path students must earn 18-30 hours of honors credits during their time at UAB. So how do you earn those hours? Luckily we offer many options (or as Kamina discussed, pizza toppings) so that you can personalize your honors experience.
Honors seminars are courses taught by faculty from disciplines across campus that focus on unique topics not offered outside of the Honors College. These courses may include service learning or other components that not only challenge your perspectives but inspire your to “set your world on fire.” This year we have seminars with topics such as the art and science of persuasion, immunology, and adolescent health. These seminars also satisfy UAB’s First-Year Experience requirement.
You will also have options within your core, major, and elective requirements such as honors English 101 and honors Organic Chemistry.
Schools and departments that offer honors programs (like Biology) can be used towards your Personalized Path honors hours
As will honors by contract for 300-/400-level courses that are not offered as honors. For this option you will work with the professor to add a special project to the course such as a research paper or presentation
Graduate courses taken while you are an undergraduate student (possibly through a Fast Track or Accelerated Bachelors and Masters program) will also satisfy honors hours
And finally the Honors College offers experiential learning independent study for service learning, undergraduate research, and internships.
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Your first semeste r you will take :
• One  honors seminar

• Replaces UAB FYE requirement
• HC 110-120

• One  honors major, core , or 
e lective  course
• Keep you on targe t with graduation 

time line

Where do you start?
6
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the great things about Personalized Path is the wide variety of options to satisfy honors hours and “set your world on fire” but at the same time – there are A LOT of options so we try to make it simple for your first semester.
When you register for classes for the fall you will take
One honors seminar. These are HC 110-120 and remember they satisfy your First-Year Experience requirement. 
AND 
One honors major, core, or elective course (such as EN 101, science, fine art, or history). Taking a core, major, or elective requirement as an honors class not only helps you stay on target with your graduation timeline but also exposes you to experiences and classes like none other. You will work with your primary (major) advisor and honors advisor to explore the options that best fit your needs.
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Personalized 
Path 
Advising

• Honors advisors
• Provide secondary advising to your primary major 

advisor
• Assist with selecting honors courses
• Help you explore opportunities (at UAB and beyond) 

that fit your goals, passions….

• Advisors are assigned based on major
• Schedule advising appointments via 

MyAppointment in Blaze rNET

UAB Honors College

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your honors advisors provide secondary advising to your primary major advising by assisting with honors coursework and helping you explore opportunities at UAB and beyond that fit your specific goals
Advisors are assigned based on major
If you are a double major then your honors advisor will be assigned based on your primary major
You can schedule appointments with your advisors via MyAppointment in BlazerNet
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Personalized Path Advisors
Amy Atkisson

Director of Honors Advising 
and Retention

205.934.3871
205.215.2946 Mobile (text preferred)

amyatkisson@uab.edu
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UAB Honors College

Advises:

• School of Engineering
• School of Education
• School of Public Health
• Individually Designed Majors

• Global & Community Leadership Honors Program

• SMART Leaders

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello! My name is Amy Atkisson and I am the Director of Honors Advising and Retention in the UAB Honors College.  
I am very fortunate to work with all Honors College students *and* the Global and Community Leadership Honors Program.  
I advise all GCL students as well as Personalized Path students in the Schools of Education, Engineering, and Public Health. I also am happy to help honors students who are interested in designing their own major. 
Along with Dr. Ammons,  I co-advise the SMART Leaders.
I am a proud UAB alumna 


mailto:amyatkisson@uab.edu
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Personalized Path Advisors 9

Kamina Perdue

Honors Advisor
205.934.3082

minadue@uab.edu

UAB Honors College

Advises:

• Collat School of Business
• College of Arts and Sciences

• Art, Communication Studies,English, Foreign 
Languages, Music,Musical Theatre, 
Philosophy,Political Science, Theatre

• School of Nursing
• Vulcan Materials Academic Success Center

• Honors Ambassadors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kamina Perdue advises the following Personalized Path students:
Collat School of Business: Accounting, Economics, Entrepreneurship, Finance, Human Resource Management, Industrial Distribution, Information Systems, Management, Marketing, Undeclared Business
College of Arts and Sciences
Art, Communication Studies, English, Foreign Languages, Music, Musical Theatre, Philosophy, Political Science, Theatre
School of Nursing
Nursing, Pre-Nursing Dean's Scholar
Vulcan Materials Academic Success Center
Pre-Nursing, Undeclared (including BMD, EGR, and HCM Interests)


mailto:minadue@uab.edu
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Personalized Path Advisors
Ashleigh Johnson

Honors Advisor
205.975.3916

asjohnso@uab.edu
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UAB Honors College

Advises:

• College of Arts and Sciences
• African American Studies, 

Anthropology, Criminal Justice, Digital 
Forensics,History, International Studies,Medical 
Sociology,Neuroscience (A-K including pre-Neuroscience), 
Political Science, Psychology, Social Work, Sociology

• School of Health Professions

• Honors College Leadership Council

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ashleigh
Hi everyone, My name is Ashleigh Johnson and I am an advisor within the personalized path. I advise students in the following College of Arts and Sciences majors: African American Studies, Anthropology, Criminal Justice, Digital Forensics, History, International Studies, Medical Sociology, Neuroscience (A-K including pre-Neuroscience), Political Science, Psychology, Social Work and Sociology and the School of Health Professions majors, Biomedical Sciences and Healthcare Management. I also advise the Honors College Leadership Council, an elected group of honors students charged with building community within the UAB Honors College. I look forward to meeting you all soon!

mailto:asjohnso@uab.edu
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Personalized Path Advisors 11

Dr. Heather Ammons

Honors Advisor
205.934.1967

heammons@uab.edu

UAB Honors College

Advises:

• College of Arts and Sciences
• Bioinformatics, Biology, Cancer Biology, 

Chemistry, Computer Sciences, Genetics and 
Genomic Sciences, Immunology (including 
pre-immunology), Mathematics, 
Neuroscience last name L-Z, Physics

• SMART Leaders

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi everyone! I’m Dr. Heather Ammons and I have the pleasure of advising personalized path students in the College of Arts and Sciences with a major in Bioinformatics, Biology, Cancer Biology, Chemistry, Computer Sciences, Genetics and Genomic Sciences, Immunology (including pre-immunology), Mathematics, Neuroscience last name L-Z, or Physics. I also work with Amy to advise the SMART Leaders, a group of honors college student leaders that serve as mentors for our incoming first-year students. I look forward to meeting each of you soon!

mailto:heammons@uab.edu


Personalized Path advisors will be available during 
registration in a walk-in Zoom room.
Please  check your honors orientation email for more  
information.

List of honors seminars and additional honors-leve l courses 
can be  found at:
https://www.uab.edu/honorscollege /home/orientation

Registration Assistance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will register for classes during your Blazer Beginnings Orientation.  Honors Advisors will be available during your registration time, via drop-in advising in Zoom, to answer questions and offer assistance. Please check your honors orientation email for more information. We have also provided you with a list of seminars and honors-level courses which can be found on the honors orientation website linked here. 

https://www.uab.edu/honorscollege/home/orientation


Thank you!
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