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Latest Stories

Brain Awareness Week 2024

This year’s Brain Awareness Week activities were held at McWane
Science Center on March 27-30.

The four-day event provided hundreds of kids and parents with the
opportunity to participate in fun and engaging activities that share
wonders of the brain!
 

Web Version

https://view.reach.uab.edu/?qs=f390a7a042fd1cbe166c59e03baba31703d04e6cf1f979c809cec27dfd33fc802acde32638bdcf7c2abf478d2a9b2a26ceb71dd1679aae067d3fb06b82dc3f90cba0db86fe6db78c205d5a94e0c3239f


Miracle Fruit Tasting Activity! Olfaction Activity!

EMG Muscle Activity! Sheep Brain/Cow Eye
Dissections!

Sheep Brain/Cow Eye
Dissections!

Brain Awareness Info Table!

Thank you to the Dana Foundation, IBRO, CNBCI and CNC for
sponsoring this year's activities and THANK YOU to the Brain
Awareness Week Team Captains, Volunteers and McWane Science
Center who helped make this event a success!
 

Call for Nominations

This is a call for nominations for the NINDS T32 Pre-doctoral Training
Program in Cognition and Cognitive Disorders (C&CD).

This is a training program for pre-doctoral students involved in basic
and translational research in cognition and cognitive disorders. The
overall goal of the C&CD Program is to create the next generation of
talented, diverse, and independent scholars and leaders in cognitive
neurobiology.

View Program Details

Application forms and all required documents should be emailed to
flubin@uab.edu by May 1, 2024 at 5:00 pm. Applicants will be
notified no later than May 23, 2024. If you have any questions,

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80b27a00cad49b68ed2559de8d5a4ef32cf0d3ec1fd266c2c9683f1c1005d25593e418e6d9e95189046bb64b81358431c6
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f804a3851afffb79cc57cd45fd38a010989ab92d2b77c71d170c9efb8b573d0238efd6d560e504692fb72a25bed40f98ccd
mailto:flubin@uab.edu?subject=


please email flubin@uab.edu and kspeed@uab.edu.
 

Emerging Scholars Applications

The Civitan International Research Center (CIRC) requests proposals
for clinical or fundamental science research aimed at enhancing our
current understanding of typical and atypical brain development,
autism spectrum disorders, developmental disabilities, impaired
cognitive development, or the effects of environmental toxins on
brain development.  

Applicants should be PhD graduate students, postdoctoral fellows,
research associates, or instructors in the non-tenure track with less
than 10 years from receiving their terminal degree (e.g.
Ph.D.).  Previous awardees are ineligible. 
 
Proposals should consist of a single PDF document containing a two-
page description of the planned research; a proposed budget; a
letter of endorsement from the mentor; and CV from the
applicant.  The mentor should submit the application on behalf of the
applicant along with a statement from the mentor indicating their
approval of the application and budget proposal (this can be a one-
sentence statement/letter).   

Although not a requirement, we particularly welcome applications
designed to create a patentable/marketable product. 
 
Awardees will be expected to be present at the Junior Civitan All In
Summit in ~Feb. of 2025 and to speak to Civitan International
members about their research once or twice during the year of
award or the following year. 

Proposal Deadline: April 30, 2024  
Grant Start Date:   August 1, 2024 
Eligible Applicants:  Graduate students and postdoctoral trainees 

Award Level: $25,000 for one year 
Guidelines: Subject Line – Emerging Scholar Application “Last Name” 
Submit to:  brownt@uab.edu (Tawanna Brown) 

2024 Pilot Awards

CNBCI Pilot Award Program- Deadline
Extended

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f804f222df810fc0a10d53ceb97bd6e73c05914bbeafb9d587c3bb419ed29b418ebc4842228d46efc026211632df574f271
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80054ca1109d7cfb305713e1a45032a0687b55995958f85d061b48c3b0718c80120705bcb1e0a5e9070d70968056e54c47
mailto:brownt@uab.edu?subject=


The Consortium for Neuroengineering and Brain-Computer Interfaces
is still soliciting applications for the Pilot Award Program. 

The goal of the Neuroengineering Pilot Award Program is to provide
seed funding to early-stage UAB faculty using innovative neural
engineering approaches.  Examples of responsive applications
include those directed at neurophysiology, neuromodulation, in vivo
optogenetics, fiber photometry, miniscopes, and others. The funding
will support high-risk early-stage ideas that have not yet received
substantial federal funding (R01 or similar), stimulating new
research opportunities at UAB.

Through this RFA, the CNBCI aims to fund up to up to two Pilot
Awards of $10,000 each for one year.

Applications are welcome from early-stage UAB faculty members
who are actively involved in research related to in vivo neural circuit
analysis or related neuroengineering topics.

Applications and should include the following:
- A one page research proposal in the format of an NIH Specific Aims
page
- The PI's NIH style biosketch

Applications should be submitted by email to CNBCI@uab.edu and
are due by Friday, April 5th, 2024 at 5 pm CDT. 

 

CNC 2024 Pilot Award Program

The mission of the Comprehensive Neuroscience Center (CNC) is to
accelerate discovery by promoting excellence in fundamental,
translational, and clinical neuroscience research, as well as education
and clinical care, through integration of the UAB-wide neuroscience
community. Toward that goal, the CNC is pleased to announce that it
will fund two multi-PI pilot grants for up to $40,000 for a 24-month
period. Only individuals who receive an Invitation to Submit
may submit a full proposal for consideration. 

       View Full RFA

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80a03e4ca8cc2e43f19f19bf52780aa8e60d79b86f331eeebd462fc33f0af968b8f673962f9334103f4166a923dfad739e
mailto:CNBCI@uab.edu?subject=
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f800ceb7d9a95242538daca83c648e0bdf9fe55d20ab15acfe2fe7e7f1f7dd510fae5fffe9e6df1456ab337712f1eab2f00


LOI due date: April 15, 2024 - Submit LOI
Full application invitations sent by: May 1, 2024 
Full application due date (invitation only): June 25, 2024 

Award Level: Up to $40,000 ($20,000/year) for a 2-year support
period (upon satisfactory progress of meeting Year 1 milestones). 

Questions? Email: cnc@uab.edu
       

Save The Dates

Simpson-Ramsey Neurodevelopment
Symposium

The overall goal of the Simpson-Ramsey Neurodevelopment
Symposium is to highlight translational research in developmental
disabilities across the lifespan and from a multidisciplinary
perspective. This event attracts a broad audience of academics,
professionals, trainees, families, and self-advocates and is hosted by
the Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities with support
from the LEND, UCEDD, Civitan International Research Center
(CIRC), and UAB Department of Pediatrics, Division of
Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics.

The Symposium will take place on April 25, 2024 from 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at the Bradley Lecture Center.  Lunch is available for the
first 100 people who register by April 15.  Register Now

Questions regarding the Symposium can be directed to Linda Russo.

CNC 2024 Retreat

This year's Annual CNC Retreat will be on September 5-6, 2024 at
Lake Guntersville State Park and Lodge.  More information coming
soon! 

Southeastern Vision Research Conference

The Southeastern Vision Research Conference  will on November
11-12, 2024 at Marriott at Vanderbilt, Nashville, TN.

Keynote Speaker: David J. Calkins, PhD Vice President for VUMC

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f802a197edcaeef102dc313d764ebc3cf665a769685b01f9c62680197f8d21421c9a857e9e268907ccefc8f73bc90485a52
mailto:cnc@uab.edu?subject=
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8016ea3aab80b6d49f04f2f4a3d617e743123f12efd6fd6cca4638fb9dc3c32cc4be7a420d6fac80a875e4833ee5e141bf
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8016ea3aab80b6d49f04f2f4a3d617e743123f12efd6fd6cca4638fb9dc3c32cc4be7a420d6fac80a875e4833ee5e141bf
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80af801ffbe4b28c8cfc9067429a65632b3d478784629a32eb7a426d43868c06ff4c0d13cffd319b7cdb17f53c9324f043
mailto:lvrusso@uab.edu?subject=


Research Vice Chair and Director for Research, Vanderbilt Eye
Institute Director, Vanderbilt Vision Research Center Denis M. O’Day
Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences

 

Happening This Month
April 2 at 8 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
2024 UAB Health Equity Research Symposium: Achieving Health
Equity Through Community Engaged Research
Hilton Birmingham at UAB

April 2 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Adam Goodman, PhD
West Pavilion, Conference Center E
 
April 2 at Noon
Microbiology Department Seminar : Dr. Daniel Tyrrell
Bevill Biomedical Sciences, 170
 
April 3 at 12:15 p.m.
UAB Nathan Shock Center Seminar with Charles Mobbs
Learning Resource Center, 215/219
 
April 4 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Zachary Knight, PhD, University of
California San Francisco
Bevill Biomedical Sciences, 170
 
April 5 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Jose Fancis De Oliveira, PhD
SHEL 1015
 
April 4-5 at 3- 5:30 p.m.
Psychology Graduate Education Diversity Enhancement Workshop
Virtual Event
 
April 9 at 8:00 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Annual Baldwin Lecture
West Pavilion, Conference Center E
 
April 10 at 12:15 p.m.
UAB Nathan Shock Center Seminar with Scott Pletcher
Learning Resource Center, 215/219
 

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80000a61da9b65d883486b397a40894b79286171d8522c4ba3d64fc4b2bdd8ff40303a7615ec5334ca6d639ba20149b3a5
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80000a61da9b65d883486b397a40894b79286171d8522c4ba3d64fc4b2bdd8ff40303a7615ec5334ca6d639ba20149b3a5
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8006068c13c85d6d1f3a342ff0132ff5a99b5c665211fb15ce7aa9dbe6c9e3bf4f4cc783a6ae609c6269f5d24c3db27232
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80a4a327cf40fe111617340728dc8cd6fe16cdb186b1af3c276910d94bf9e6202753d9751714e5059023877edb68aba017
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f807aa1f1a8ebeea8b4bdf62b2e35ee0a5b3d2b27b34ec70081d832bdef1eada608b2a7a1307ded90a95bce2bff264a4366
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80863dac22d9d983ec8b91da2c948852150dbcce58aacf400749795aab5492e2751025fe44ea000107cdf2b8377e5d1846
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80863dac22d9d983ec8b91da2c948852150dbcce58aacf400749795aab5492e2751025fe44ea000107cdf2b8377e5d1846
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8067eb0be40c0b6cc8fa217bbd9f71ee004b81341157edb77c53d6a68edac1d3953a7c3c0ebac0ea35a6ead09d58fb04c4
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80d69dccc60b2b4d467310745530c6f385a52ce5734c1fcc3c45b85c8914c2a2837e6e5dbcc34ba420303f66f0a8dc5218
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80fa0eed70a331f6961089e321593aed64c1d85ad849053ad00bf487225e2c9f483e26f1c808109811a6467eb977c52c26


April 10-12 
NeuroGateways Symposium
Regions Field, Ballroom
 
April 12 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Briana Machen, Grad Student
SHEL 1015
 
April 17 at 3 p.m.
AAWSM presents: Women in Academia- Speaker: Chistin Gavin
SHEL 105
 
April 18 at 8:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
CNET Retreat
Hill Student Center Ballrooms
 
April 18 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Timothy Ryan, PhD, Weill Cornell
Medicine
Bevill Biomedical Sciences, 170
 
April 19 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Linda Wadiche, PhD
SHEL 1015
 
April 23 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Senior Neurology Resident Presentation
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

April 25 at 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Simpson-Ramsey Neurodevelopment Symposium Symposium
Bradley Lecture Center

April 25 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Jacqueline Barker, PhD, Drexel
University
Bevill Biomedical Sciences, 170

April 26 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Dr. John Fox, Editor in Chief of European
Journal of Neuroscience
SHEL 1015

April 30 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Ben Jones, MD
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

Official titles of Seminars will be included in Weekly Updates!

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80fa3364aae97477887b904879454ae7d0bdbe5d7f3cbca7830e8a57b8ca4fc199dfb812b3a58a07edd4474e937d031a84
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8070e69af5e354df810ed5034598ae410ce60ddeed344601affa39cec5586410ba8554da025c4dc4bd45de0800cce0c44c
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80c321c4bd7b73bb1bad769581f99d566ae208e664e94a6e741c76abade708a05c43e909f48e6a2b5d051a4efd14b8a532
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80c321c4bd7b73bb1bad769581f99d566ae208e664e94a6e741c76abade708a05c43e909f48e6a2b5d051a4efd14b8a532
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f800a9127c713ec4ea47fdf620914cef9f9e3b2d79b982e68f850d7c9f41577fe2c897c2cb666b4b831772980f420821ac8
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f809e60319525f1ed52f4c47947fd795d33eef84d6fb85bc26e094c5a99900c8269be6af082513486f08ad808ae72d72531
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80e595d9b4f5bd3f04298b91d95e755a3150652fda11a2ab31ecd9fd1081bf94fe40244e4e0da8c6e25a5f48b4efa4113e
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80e595d9b4f5bd3f04298b91d95e755a3150652fda11a2ab31ecd9fd1081bf94fe40244e4e0da8c6e25a5f48b4efa4113e
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f803b3251c1e70f969441610152f179732823ed587c4bc6b87a093001713f231080df09fdc55d6f68b9c92639386457bdd9


Have an event to share?
Tag the CNC on the UAB Calendar Event or email cnc@uab.edu

UAB News

Celebrating neurodiversity at
Heersink
 
For Neurodiversity Celebration
Week, the Office for Diversity
and Inclusion sat down with a
faculty member whose expertise
is in neurodivergence, a staff
member who shared her story,
and an office dedicated to
resources.
 

How the brain translates
motivation into goal-oriented
behavior, according to new
study
 
In the mouse brain, two neural
pathways were discovered: The
first is active during motivation;
the second is active only at the
termination of motivation. In
humans, these pathways could
underlie motivational
dysfunctions present in various
psychiatric conditions.
 

ALG6 acts as a modifier gene
in the inherited genetic eye
disease retinitis pigmentosa
59
 
A modifier gene is one that
changes the observable
characteristics, called the
phenotype, or molecular
expression of other genes.

SfN News

mailto:cnc@uab.edu?subject=
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SfN Announces Early Career
Policy Ambassadors Class of
2024
 
Congratulations, Anastasiia
Gryshyna, University of Alabama
at Birmingham!
 

Young Investigator Award
 
Submit nominations by April 4,
2024, 5 p.m. ET

 

How to Submit an Impactful
Abstract for Neuroscience
2024
 
April 29, 2024
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM EDT
 

NIH News

NIH researchers identify
brain connections associated
with ADHD in youth

Large study finds atypical
interactions between the frontal
cortex and information
processing centers deep in the
brain.

Inflammation-reducing drug
shows no benefit for dry age-
related macular
degeneration in NIH trial

Dry AMD affects part of the
eye’s retina that allows for clear
central vision.

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f80bb1b12e8c5016456959f619904eb1b977345d9efe97b315bb8579f71ca5ee88c7e6456a41db0ddd35fa575054de8543d
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Experimental gene therapy
for giant axonal neuropathy
shows promise in NIH
clinical trial

Treatment for rare childhood
disease was well tolerated and
slowed loss of motor function.

Get Involved

Are you a student or CNC member looking to excite your community
about Neuroscience research?

We have several outreach opportunities for you to get involved!

To join the CNC Brain Awareness (Outreach) Listserv, Click Here.
Complete the registration form and select CNC Brain Awareness
(Outreach) Listserv at the bottom.

You can also check https://www.brainawarenessuab.com/brain-
awareness/upcoming-events-volunteer-opportunities  for upcoming
events and volunteer opportunities!

 

2024 Alabama Brain Bee Winner!
 

The Alabama Brain Bee is a neuroscience competition for high school
students held at the University of Alabama at Birmingham that seeks
to promote awareness and enthusiasm for neuroscience. The
Alabama Brain Bee is only a small component of the global Brain Bee
community that culminates in the National and International Brain
Bee competitions.

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=413105f6f1a81f8073112ffcd0999d6595e68833f6ad2c2ffbfcc1f11750908b038f0de50559239e9b783880bb2295ffe9ad601a65705fec
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The Alabama Brain Bee was held on March 16, 2024. 
Congratulations to this year's winner, Manasa Vadapalli from
James Clemens High School!  Manasa earns the opportunity to
represent this region at the national level – and, perhaps, the
international level.  Good Luck, Manasa!
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