
Comprehensive Neuroscience Center

Latest Stories

2023 CNC Retreat Recap

The 2023 Comprehensive Neuroscience Center (CNC) retreat was held
on September 13-14, 2023 at The Valley Hotel in Homewood, AL.
 Thank you to the nearly 200 registered guests for making this event a
success!

Our two-day retreat agenda included:
• Keynote presentations from Dr. Marina Picciotto, Yale University
and Dr. James Surmeier, Northwestern University
• Research presentations from 9 UAB faculty and 6 trainees
• Poster session featuring 40 poster presentations

Web Version

https://view.reach.uab.edu/?qs=62f3ac01e4716b9a624391ae941f766b74619d3377ed35b3b10025821f886fce8c6f65d808ff7078a5d09264da85df858c7dabda2c35a54bd3103941f93c316da3f2f7655aa21a093e532318bd141bfc


•    Trainee Platform and Poster presentation Awards (See winners
below)
•    Updates on CNC FY23 Programs and Activities
•    Nearly 200 registrations affiliated with 28 different departments at
UAB, 160+ attendees

2023 Poster Presentation Awards

First Place ($500)- Nina Baumgarter, Psychiatry & Behavioral
Neurobiology (R)
Second Place ($250)- Rodrigo Campos-Cardoso, Neurobiology (Not
Pictured)
Third Place ($100)- Jhodi Webster, Neurology (L)

2023 Platform Presentation Awards

First Place ($500)- Kasey Brida, Neurobiology (R)
Second Place ($250)- Ashley Adamson, Neurology (C)
Third Place ($100)- Henrique de Oliveira Amaral, Neurology (L)

To view more photos and the full program, visit:
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/cnc/news-events/retreat

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715dc2a7fd761042c039751a69dca60b879771aa32bf5a91e0e4f9708850624d38c86500a6f8057d7e67cbf987a16bb461a


If you were able to join us during the Retreat, we would appreciate
you taking the time to complete a brief survey.  If you were unable to
join us, please let us know what factors contributed to this in the
survey. This feedback will help to ensure our future events are even
more valuable to CNC members.  Thank you!
 

2023 CNC Retreat- Post Event Survey  
(The survey will close Friday, October 6th.)

Congratulations 2023 CNC Pilot Award Winners!

Multi PI Recipients ($50,000)

Dr. Shinichi Kano M.D., Ph.D
Department of Psychiatry &

Behavioral Neurobiology

Dr. Minae Niwa, Ph.D.
Department of Psychiatry &
Behavioral Neurobiology 

Single PI Recipient ($25,000)

Dr. Jasper Heinsbroek, Ph.D.
Department of Neurobiology

Funding Opportunities 

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715c65e97f5f89587b285358f06c517d8a15d91a27a4e276a5c4f1b348f537c0bd718b2a3f2cb58ad053061634f1e2772d9


ALKERMES PATHWAYS RESEARCH AWARDS- Sixth Annual Application
Cycle Now Open

Open to early-career investigators committed to advancing research in
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder. The annual Alkermes Pathways
Research Awards program provides an individual grant amount of up to
$100,000 per project.

Application period is September 15th- November 30th.

​​​​​​​Read More

 

SfN Updates
Neuroscience 2023

Saturday, November 11 – Wednesday, November 15
Walter E. Washington Convention Center in Washington, D.C.

Advance Nonmember Registration and Housing- Open Now
Regular Registration- Open October 3

Access Neuroscience Meeting Planner and Preliminary Program

Visit UAB CNC at Booth #63!
12 p.m. – 2 p.m. EST

Want to help recruit future graduate students to UAB? 
Look for the volunteer sign up sheet, coming soon! 

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715f9ae9063276b55017e31aa9493c9d1e5e6ed14f93f5a1ba0c20f9f56a548a66c3bf916f7bb1ff9c0b85b34b4b101c0f4
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71587bf74b20ef72e04df3ee3731da24278c3fb7e1e1b4ec96ce856fded865d1d13c5e36c1e0af3b3184f40890718dab662
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715b8b776b7cc734995a7dd0dc8259072db5462f12dd9a6f00614554236f1a679663a1e7b72e2ff1bf5bb9c68dd0656a3b4
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcd5607597e8b98ba13607540d713696ee432193a2cca67241383f1dbc91f92a27578bfcbbef9c0f707ff8b3f1c0803d


McKnight Brain Research Foundation- Poster Reception
In conjunction with the annual Society for Neuroscience (SfN)
conference, the poster reception will be held Sunday, November 12,
2023 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at the Embassy Suites by Hilton located at
900 10th Street NW, Washington, DC 20001. 

Happening This Month
October 3 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Christian LoBue, PhD
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

October 4 at Noon
Cell, Developmental, and Integrative Biology Seminar Series, Dr. Piali
Sengupta
Tinsley Harrison Tower, 740
 
October 4 at 5:30 p.m.
UAB Neuroengineering Info Session
Education and Engineering Complex, 158
 
October 5 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Jose Moron-Concepcion, PhD,
Washington University SOM
Bevill Biomedical Sciences, 170
 
October 6 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- TBA
SHEL 1015
 
October 7 at 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bump Bike-A-Thon For The Alzheimer's Association
Neuroscience For ALL: Brain SNACKS table
Oak Mountain State Park
 
October 10 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Clinical Pathology Case Conference
West Pavilion, Conference Center E
 
October 12 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Court Hull, PhD, Duke University
Bevill Biomedical Sciences,170
 
October 12 at 5:30-7 p.m.
Discovery Night-Parkinson's

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715fbe5f0d1155621a33b4538c216db6371757a629d5320762baa5a11450c1147317fe28b4690efe52938a42829b0f856c1
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71539b64e07afbec7c06e307ad6f0a0b6d41ba0973b884f73f4935caff7e3d49dbed21b3b913710cb2f3bf487ce3cb4a82b
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154f2a3df4e39f65ca162923c9e909e733c3d726bf9e3f6df1f58d98b9606a7e5f8d0d07cbddc80a512479ead18023cbfb
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154f2a3df4e39f65ca162923c9e909e733c3d726bf9e3f6df1f58d98b9606a7e5f8d0d07cbddc80a512479ead18023cbfb
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715835ab20aa2946191219ab3703289821d8a5f67c5688dd270337714c1f640c4f1ff58c9456882d1c342d52e39f8682d99
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7158c7f9734a8e3b7b86b6f4bed94dfaee57ef6e48f6dcf0d735b98d41a807bf4376b6b8d13efa8b91fc65a4e10c4f38bde
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7158c7f9734a8e3b7b86b6f4bed94dfaee57ef6e48f6dcf0d735b98d41a807bf4376b6b8d13efa8b91fc65a4e10c4f38bde
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7150f04f6bde8c489025b63896ad03aefcd2ff092083d7984275f4bbb113d414b29c022fb2d52d41d9a27efc94fc71f3d55
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7150f04f6bde8c489025b63896ad03aefcd2ff092083d7984275f4bbb113d414b29c022fb2d52d41d9a27efc94fc71f3d55
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71598856505f8621a5b47eb78c052a7fb8ff74e41f9292c658689b65fdaabd3819ff543070cd01f318355678c1100f4b07a
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71561f67bb4207485f825695f7d3aba2d892222945f869376ce297818a0e82574b62893284b5ad72ada3f8cf317ec5610bb
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7150abf9a32a7a2d1df2c2c21bdd4785a9f3e53e0c8e9b0188cd946205001d77fe37a68d0768284f6f2e15ce65804368f77


Lakeshore 4000 Ridgeway Drive Birmingham, AL 35209
 
October 13 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- TBA
SHEL 1015

October 13 at Noon
ICAR Seminar Series with Dr. Joseph McQuail
Location: TBA

October 16 at 11:15 a.m.
CNC Neuroscience For ALL: Neuroscience Café- Move Your Body and
Change Your Brain: Your Exercise Journey with Dr. Keith McGregor
Powderly Branch Library (3301 Jefferson Ave)

October 17 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Annual Harrell Lecture
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

October 18 at Noon
UAB Nathan Shock Center Seminar with Monica Driscoll
Learning Resource Center, 235

October 19 at 1:30 p.m.
Neurobiology Seminar Series: Anastasios Tzingounis, PhD, University
of Connecticut
Bevill Biomedical Sciences,170

October 20 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Shinichi Kano, MD, PhD,
Associate Professor
SHEL 1015

October 24 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Haydeh Payami, PhD
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

October 27 at 9 a.m.
Neuroscience WIPs- Cassandra Newsom, PsyD, Associate Professor
SHEL 1015

October 28 Time: TBA 
CNC Neuroscience For ALL: Halloween Brain SNACKS
McWane Science Center

October 31 at 8 a.m.
Neurology Grand Rounds - Laura Volpicelli-Daley, PhD
West Pavilion, Conference Center E

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7158d0fc57e57c298c9de517b147345bc46db44682f0427d53b7957c55f384c5e5053bf8cacae322e63f9c1ddf10556022a
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71595d86877fc2686a3ba320b5ebc4cedbb31674f48697bbe2c83ababde248d753f3c35f4dd7ce422159c1b629de11ad277
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715324bdb3c4814b7e806695855e68d79cbf826a7cc87b643a036e2e43d6c1d8f1db8c3c28ec4c39fe976bdc0fa200efc46
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715c3fea7e969a9f8eeeb882505fb1eb09b785d616bfbf96e7aa64991d20e09dff8e3d237d07421ed6c253e320041ee394c
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715d3bf2747da33449d07fd57c1a83f724a91b5fdab956bfd3aa946a13617bedd8c6a6acf6b23bd68e2910fe00698b8a880
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715d3bf2747da33449d07fd57c1a83f724a91b5fdab956bfd3aa946a13617bedd8c6a6acf6b23bd68e2910fe00698b8a880
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715d44ba39f26d4ba628dc8e347b0783281d35e04fba39262e415bb7a768328e741b32c0f0914e25698a51dd02c994bd347
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7150fad8746118c2faa01a5bd29ca8933a226c5f226bcc286b16c96d3cfa99191e282a3ce8c6647466837047907cd2ab1e1
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715d7986d5f345092c77d7228378d999d942cdaee48b68fefe8ff3901276e3db28b82f6902b83e6c81bc67006b0f8716b8c


Official titles of Seminars will be included in Weekly Updates!

Have an event to share?
Tag the CNC on the UAB Calendar Event or email cnc@uab.edu

View more department events →

UAB News

UAB Biomedical Sciences Ph.D.
student selected as inaugural
Howard Garrison Advocacy
Fellow under FASEB
 
Biomedical Sciences Ph.D.
student Jazmine Benjamin was
selected as an inaugural fellow
for the Howard Garrison
Advocacy Fellowship program.

Thomas named president-elect
of the Society of Behavioral
Sleep Medicine
 
S. Justin Thomas, Ph.D., DBSM,
FSBSM, assistant professor in the
Department of Psychiatry, has
been elected as the 2024
president of the Society of
Behavioral Sleep Medicine
(SBSM). The SBSM is an
international organization that
engages in advocacy, education,
and research in behavioral sleep
medicine.

Alzheimer’s: An M.D./Ph.D.
graduate student’s request for
Yuhua Song as mentor leads to
two NIH R01 awards totaling
$5 million
 
The M.D./Ph.D. student has since
moved on to clinical studies, but
the research into possible drugs
to treat Alzheimer’s disease
continues.

Preventive epilepsy treatment
with vigabatrin does not
improve neurocognitive
development in TSC infants
 
While preventive treatment with
vigabatrin delayed the onset and
prevalence of infantile spasms in
TSC infants, it had no impact on
focal seizures, drug-resistant
epilepsy, or improvement of

mailto:cnc@uab.edu?subject=
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715ae0e5352aca6d9862fa291f7aa58fe32b14721dd28eb9e6824ba855f06cb50e2db7c4be49cec94079957baf6648f14fe
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715a7cc48cb7b664d8b31bf03992b9f01c46481c6520053144bc43ac55e168d41a2d1eed64084e065820945afe3e05e7c32
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715a7cc48cb7b664d8b31bf03992b9f01c46481c6520053144bc43ac55e168d41a2d1eed64084e065820945afe3e05e7c32
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715a7cc48cb7b664d8b31bf03992b9f01c46481c6520053144bc43ac55e168d41a2d1eed64084e065820945afe3e05e7c32
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715a7cc48cb7b664d8b31bf03992b9f01c46481c6520053144bc43ac55e168d41a2d1eed64084e065820945afe3e05e7c32
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715f0bab0544e31aced659f7e9ada7e818ba303bdbf1360b7ce474d19e2c71b0ed251c66ac3d69c0c4e4847174032e3d620
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715f0bab0544e31aced659f7e9ada7e818ba303bdbf1360b7ce474d19e2c71b0ed251c66ac3d69c0c4e4847174032e3d620
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715f0bab0544e31aced659f7e9ada7e818ba303bdbf1360b7ce474d19e2c71b0ed251c66ac3d69c0c4e4847174032e3d620
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcf3a0435ab16adcd9398fffd4c5a2c4ba77afdeb3698b76d9ba7833a9e7c943b0cf2c6e752cb0d612d1d1048ce97bcd
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcf3a0435ab16adcd9398fffd4c5a2c4ba77afdeb3698b76d9ba7833a9e7c943b0cf2c6e752cb0d612d1d1048ce97bcd
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcf3a0435ab16adcd9398fffd4c5a2c4ba77afdeb3698b76d9ba7833a9e7c943b0cf2c6e752cb0d612d1d1048ce97bcd
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcf3a0435ab16adcd9398fffd4c5a2c4ba77afdeb3698b76d9ba7833a9e7c943b0cf2c6e752cb0d612d1d1048ce97bcd
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715bcf3a0435ab16adcd9398fffd4c5a2c4ba77afdeb3698b76d9ba7833a9e7c943b0cf2c6e752cb0d612d1d1048ce97bcd
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71511da23360fba4a788e580eb66f6d1ebe8eb8c7d647872e86533624883d87cc89244fd208b1d3c094fe6332d17a017781
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71511da23360fba4a788e580eb66f6d1ebe8eb8c7d647872e86533624883d87cc89244fd208b1d3c094fe6332d17a017781
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71511da23360fba4a788e580eb66f6d1ebe8eb8c7d647872e86533624883d87cc89244fd208b1d3c094fe6332d17a017781
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f71511da23360fba4a788e580eb66f6d1ebe8eb8c7d647872e86533624883d87cc89244fd208b1d3c094fe6332d17a017781


cognitive and behavioral scores at
24 months.

UAB professor awarded
multiple grants to fund
research that aims to localize
seizures in patients diagnosed
with epilepsy
 
Rachel Smith, Ph.D., professor in
the UAB School of Engineering
and principal investigator in the
Neural Signal Processing and
Modeling lab, was recently
awarded multiple grants to fund
research in seizure onset
localization.

NIH News
NIH Requesting Information on Updating Mission Statement
The NIH has issued a new request for information (RFI) inviting
stakeholders to provide comments and suggestions on updating NIH’s
mission statement. This RFI will inform NIH's efforts to update its
mission statement to ensure that it reflects the NIH mission as
accurately as possible. Input sought about the proposed revised
mission statement includes feedback on whether the proposed new
mission statement reflects the goals and objectives as outlined in the
NIH-Wide Strategic Plan for FYs 2021–2025, suggestions for specific
language that could be added to the proposed mission statement, and
why, and feedback on any specific language that could be removed
from the proposed mission statement and why. The deadline to submit
comments is Friday, November 24.
 

Higher buprenorphine doses
associated with improved
retention in treatment for opioid
use disorder

NIH-funded study suggests need
to reevaluate opioid addiction
treatment recommendations in
the era of fentanyl.

Researchers discover biomarker
for tracking depression recovery

New deep brain stimulation
device coupled with powerful AI

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7157284b64d0481046fc5ea164ad623bdee46a73bc4344c1f86efbf125cf9d6fce6e123ab711d7a73e0f51c9db9b6254e0c
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7157bdf305bb600fe1d381872bfa744af77cd8173da45bba544f70e4803bfb3901a0fdda95fce14af1e61c78813cf16026c
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154491aaab1a7343d16881a96e9214014fdbf23d02d59c700a1486a66010a149ee7e6e936fc3f60713cefe4bba567be826
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154491aaab1a7343d16881a96e9214014fdbf23d02d59c700a1486a66010a149ee7e6e936fc3f60713cefe4bba567be826
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154491aaab1a7343d16881a96e9214014fdbf23d02d59c700a1486a66010a149ee7e6e936fc3f60713cefe4bba567be826
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f7154491aaab1a7343d16881a96e9214014fdbf23d02d59c700a1486a66010a149ee7e6e936fc3f60713cefe4bba567be826
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715afd08c991fced7030bc9fd498a682843f5d2b7859b6a92d45e86ab8db587ad1ce18a305e717cc7bd775ee3bed1a817c9
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715afd08c991fced7030bc9fd498a682843f5d2b7859b6a92d45e86ab8db587ad1ce18a305e717cc7bd775ee3bed1a817c9


may improve therapy for
treatment-resistant depression.

Researchers develop new method
to identify potential stroke
therapies

First-of-its-kind study points to
uric acid as a promising
treatment for further
investigation.

Get Involved

Are you a student or CNC member looking to excite your community
about Neuroscience research?

We have several outreach opportunities for you to get involved!

To join the CNC Brain Awareness (Outreach) Listserv, Click Here.
Complete the registration form and select CNC Brain Awareness
(Outreach) Listserv at the bottom.

You can also check https://www.brainawarenessuab.com/current-
volunteer-opportunities  for regular opportunities!

 

Join Us for the Fall Neuroscience Café!
 

Monday, October 16
11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.
Powderly Branch Library

Topic: "Move Your Body and
Change Your Brain: Your
Exercise Journey"

The presentation will be a
summary of his lab's data over

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715472c4a765b98c17343f0cb443e9ccd0cf8e091c060ebf48a729afd8cd8a205e4b5fc1266859fb3acf00200e66eb74c16
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715472c4a765b98c17343f0cb443e9ccd0cf8e091c060ebf48a729afd8cd8a205e4b5fc1266859fb3acf00200e66eb74c16
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=75aad9a09481f715472c4a765b98c17343f0cb443e9ccd0cf8e091c060ebf48a729afd8cd8a205e4b5fc1266859fb3acf00200e66eb74c16
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=84dfa3566cb7b1ae62eeeb5f064d5b3f6da347a30febd88058ab111b5d2069621438086b692b9a221af8859ba57c0f9ebc048a3c6e9d2d99
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=84dfa3566cb7b1aee921368439e7967da4aede9daa9e21a7406cde828d0e333e35cb8dceb60ce7360b10cf755f49bf9158e1a7063a722d02
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=84dfa3566cb7b1aee921368439e7967da4aede9daa9e21a7406cde828d0e333e35cb8dceb60ce7360b10cf755f49bf9158e1a7063a722d02
https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=84dfa3566cb7b1ae863d67e70af8d77548d50ddd0c1841f432f51d5316052f8a89ce5a92a885fe24aee8224b8ed7baadbc9918d5a20d7d1c


Dr. Keith McGregor,
Associate Professor, Director of
Research in the Department of

Clinical and Diagnostic Sciences,
School of Health Professions, UAB

the past 10 years from their
studies of aging-related changes
in cognition and motor control.

Brain Bee 2024
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY. Brain Bee is an international
neuroscience competition held for high school students, and UAB hosts
the Alabama chapter of the Brain Bee competition. The Alabama
Brain Bee team is currently looking for undergraduate students
who would be interested in becoming Auxiliary Co-Directors for
the 2024 Brain Bee. Auxiliary Co-Directors will work with and assist
Directors with preparing for this event and gain experience with
fundraising, community outreach, and social media outreach. No prior
leadership experience is necessary. If you are interested in getting
some leadership experience and have an interest in neuroscience,
please fill out this application.
Please keep all responses under 300 words. The application is due
no later than October 11th, 2023 at 11:59pm. If you have any
questions, please contact the Alabama Brain Bee co-directors
(brainbeeuab@gmail.com).

If you have an upcoming brain awareness opportunity, please let the
CNC the following:
What’s the opportunity
When is it (date, time)?
Where is it?
How long do you need volunteers for?
What expertise should volunteers have?
Who should volunteers contact? (email? Phone?)?

Email cnc@uab.edu  with event details. 

Additional Links
CNC Website

CNC Neuroscience Research Pillars

Join CNC Listserv

Previous CNC Newsletters 

UAB CNC Brain Awareness

UAB Research News

https://click.reach.uab.edu/?qs=84dfa3566cb7b1aeb9c386f83dce5b7dab79e035896c8346e52ea5914cca2a07dc10e543ad070e26b792254061ed2961ff1f249629ee0a92
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mailto:cnc@uab.edu?subject=
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