
Beatriz León-Ruiz, Ph.D., grew up in La 

Rioja, Spain. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy from Complutense 
University and a Ph.D. in 
microbiology and immu-
nology from Universidad 
Autónoma, both in Ma-

drid. She moved to the 
United States in 2008 to work in the lab of Dr. 
Fran Lund at Trudeau Institute and at the Uni-
versity of Rochester. When Lund moved to UAB 
in 2012, León-Ruiz came too, joining the micro-
biology department as an assistant professor. 

 During her time at UAB, León-Ruiz has 
achieved a great deal. She is junior faculty win-
ner of the 2015 Dean’s Excellence Award in Re-
search, one of the first UAB Pittman Scholars, 
making her an endowed scholar for five years, 
and she received her first NIH R01 grant. 
 Throughout her career, her research has 
focused on dendritic cells and their ability to 
present antigen to T cells to initiate adaptive 
immune responses and on manipulating in vivo 
dendritic cell function to either elicit extensive 
immune responses with therapeutic effects, in 
the context of vaccination, or to abrogate un-
wanted immune responses, in the context  of 
allergy and autoimmune diseases. 

 “The Th2 immune response is critical in the 
host defense against parasitic infections, but it 
is also responsible for the pathogenesis of aller-
gic disorders, such as asthma.” 
 Another project high on León-Ruiz’s list is 
identifying the role autoantigen-specific B cells 
and plasma cells play in rheumatoid arthritis 
disease.” 
 

Carlos J. Orihuela, Ph.D., comes to UAB 

from the Department of 
Microbiology and Immu-
nology at the University 
of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio in 
Texas. He received his 
Ph.D. in Microbiology 
from the University of 

Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in 2001 and 
completed a postdoctoral fellowship in the De-
partment of Infectious Diseases at St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in Memphis in 2005. 

 “Invasive pneumococcal disease includes 
pneumonia with bacteremia, bacteremia and 
sepsis, and meningitis.” Orihuela is investigating 
the role of diverse pneumococcal proteins on 
bacterial attachment and endothelial cell trans-
location, biofilm formation during IPD, how age-

 
“My research focuses on Streptococcus pneu-
moniae pathogenesis and the lapses in host 
defense that lead to invasive pneumococcal 
disease (IPD),” says Orihuela. 
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Microbiology Department Welcomes New Faculty 

“One of my current research objectives is 

directed toward understanding T helper 

type 2 (Th2)-driven immune responses.”  

 



 

 

Tuesday, Jul 7, 2015  
Primary Faculty Meeting 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm (BBRB 263) 

Tuesday, Jul 21, 2015  
S. Celeste Morley, M.D., Ph.D., Division of Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases, Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis (Co-sponsored by UAB Division of 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases) 

Tuesday, Aug 4, 2015  
Primary Faculty Meeting 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm (BBRB 263) 

Tuesday, Sep 1, 2015  
Primary Faculty Meeting 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm (BBRB 263) 

Tuesday, Sep 1, 2015  
Susan Roberts Dubay Endowed inaugural lecture 

Tuesday, Sep 8, 2015 
Microbiology Seminar Series Begins  
BBRB 170 (noon to 1pm)  
Click here for full listing. 

Tuesday, Sep 15, 2015  
Microbiology Seminar Series BBRB 170 (noon to 1pm) 
Dr. Ann Griffith, UT Health Science Center, San Antonio 

Tuesday, Sep 22, 2015  
Seminar Series BBRB 170 (noon to 1pm) 

Tuesday, Sep 29, 2015 
Seminar Series BBRB 170 (noon to 1pm) 
Dr. Ulus Atasoy, University of Missouri School of Medi-
cine 

related defects in macrophage function enhances 
susceptibility to pneumococcal pneumonia, and 
cardiomyocyte damage mediated by the toxin 
pneumolysin. 
 Several members of Orihuela’s Texas lab are 
joining him here at UAB. Cecy Hinojosa will contin-
ue her role as lab manager. Additionally, Norberto 
Gonzalez-Juarbe, a postdoctoral trainee, and 
Anukul Shenoy, a graduate student, will continue 
their research projects here at UAB. 
 Orihuela currently serves as associate editor for 

PLOS Pathogens and is a standing 
member on the NIH CSR study sec-
tion Aging Systems and Gerontolo-
gy. He is editor of a just published 
book, Streptococcus pneumoniae: 
Molecular Mechanisms of Host 
pathogen Interactions.  

Immunology Theme 
Changes in Leadership 
Lou Justement, Ph.D., has 
been appointed as the new 
Immunology Theme director, 
and nominations are being 
accepted for an Immunology 

Theme faculty member to serve as associate 
theme director.  
  Nominations should be directed to Dr. David 
Chaplin by 5 pm Friday, July 10. 
  The GBS Steering and Oversight Committee will 
work with Dr. Justement to select the next Associ-
ate Director from the list of nominees.  
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Department Events 

Save the Date 

Susan Roberts Dubay  

Endowed inaugural lecture. 

September 1, 2015 

Speaker: Eric Hunter, Ph.D. 

http://labs.uab.edu/peterb/2013-12-10-16-27-45/seminar-series/19-area-5-opportunities/43-seminar-series-2015-2016
http://uab.worldcat.org/title/streptococcus-pneumoniae-molecular-mechanisms-of-host-pathogen-interactions/oclc/908685731
http://uab.worldcat.org/title/streptococcus-pneumoniae-molecular-mechanisms-of-host-pathogen-interactions/oclc/908685731
http://uab.worldcat.org/title/streptococcus-pneumoniae-molecular-mechanisms-of-host-pathogen-interactions/oclc/908685731
mailto:dchaplin@uab.edu
mailto:dchaplin@uab.edu
http://uab.worldcat.org/title/streptococcus-pneumoniae-molecular-mechanisms-of-host-pathogen-interactions/oclc/908685731
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Microbiology professor Dr. Louis Justement and 
three other UAB professors were among 50 scien-
tists from 27 states to meet with congressional 
staff during Capitol Hill Day, April 14, 2015. 
 “The annual Capitol Hill day represents an ongo-
ing effort by The Federation of American Societies 
for Experimental Biology (FASEB), its constituent 
societies and individual scientists to communicate 
directly with legislators and their staffs regarding 
the importance of biomedical research in terms of 
the economic impact and benefits to the health of 
the country,” says Justement, who serves as chair of 
the FASEB subcommittee on Policy and Government 
Affairs. 
 This year, researchers proposed a specific fund-
ing strategy to more than 100 congressional offices. 
That strategy involves a five-year commitment to a 
five percent annual funding increase in support of 
science research and development. The researchers 
believe this plan would help maintain the country’s 
leadership in science and restore the purchasing 
power of the NIH budget, which has decreased by 
25 percent since 2003. 
 “The good news is that the efforts of FASEB and 
other advocates for biomedical research are indeed 
having an impact on how legislators view the NIH, 
NSF and other federal research entities. Recently, 
there has been a clear indication that legislators 
realize that NIH and the biomedical research com-

munity across the country are struggling to keep pace 
and that we risk losing a generation of new scientists. 
Hopefully, this will translate into increased support 
for biomedical research in the near term,” says 
Justement. 
 

2015 Microbiology Faculty Retreat 
Forged New Ideas 

 

Once a year, faculty members of the microbiology 
department join for a day-long retreat to discuss de-
velopments in their current research and plans for 
continued study. This year’s meeting included presen-
tations from eight faculty members—Drs. Mengxi 
Jiang, Janusz Kabarowski, David Briles, Hui Hu, Scott 
Barnum, Allan Zajac, Amy Weinmann and Elliot Lefko-
witz. 
 The retreat was held atop Birmingham’s Red 
Mountain at Vulcan Park & Museum, a premier venue 
for forging ideas. Named for the centerpiece of the 
park—the statue of the Roman god of fire and 
forge—Vulcan Park is by far the best place to view the 
city of Birmingham. 
 Microbiology professor David Briles says, “As with 
past faculty retreats, this retreat 
permitted the faculty to exchange 
information and help each other 
with scientific problems. This 
year’s talks were outstanding. The 
food was good, and the location 
was quiet, peaceful and had a 
beautiful view looking north over 
Birmingham.” 

http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/news1/news/412-uab-takes-a-stand-on-capitol-hill-day
mailto:erobnson@uab.edu
http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/news1/news/407-2015-microbiology-faculty-retreat-forged-new-ideas
http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/news1/news/407-2015-microbiology-faculty-retreat-forged-new-ideas


 

 

We’re on the web: 

www.microbiology.com 

We’re on the web: 

http://www.uab.edu/microbiology 
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Stewart Receives Hiramoto Award 

Congratulations to Tyler Stew-
art (Novak lab) who received a 
Hiramoto Travel Award to as-
sist in his travel to the Society 
for Glycobiology Annual 
Meeting in San Francisco. 
    The Hiramoto Travel Award 
honors the memory of Ray 
Hiramoto, Ph.D., a noted im-
munologist and faculty mem-

ber in the UAB Department of 
Microbiology until his death in 2002. 
 All Microbiology graduate students (defined as 
Ph.D. students with a primary Microbiology faculty 
member as a dissertation mentor) in good standing 
are eligible to apply for a Hiramoto Travel Award. 
These awards will enable recipients to attend upcom-
ing scientific conferences. 
 For information about submitting an application 
for this award, click here. The next deadline for sub-
mission is August 1, 2015.  

 

Jeffery Vahrenkamp 
“The Effects of the Initially Transcribed Sequence on Reiterative Transcription in Escherichia Coli” 

Thursday, May 14, 2015 

Mentor: Charles L. Turnbough Jr, Ph.D. 

Committee: Aaron L. Lucius, Ph.D.; Michael E. Niederweis, Ph.D.; Peter E. Prevelige, Ph.D.; David A. Schneider, Ph.D. 

Public Defense 

Patel Delivers Award-winning 
Presentations 
Spring was a season of awards for graduate student 
Preeyam Patel (Kearny lab).  
 Beginning with the Minority Health and Health 
Disparities Research Symposium in March 2015, in 
Birmingham, Patel received the MHRC Charles Bar-
kley Health Disparities Investigator Award for her 

poster presentation, "Early Exposure to Specific Mi-
crobes Dampens the Development of HDM Allergy 
During Adult Life.”  
 In April 2015, she won 1st place in the Graduate 
Student category at the Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Update 2015 Basic and Translational Research Sym-
posium.  
 Then, in June 2015, she gave an Oral Presentation 
at the 2015 Southeastern Immunology Symposium at 
Emory University and won an AAI Oral Presentation 
Award. At this meeting she also won the Joy Cappel 
Young Investigator Award, a $4000 grant, through 
Rockland Antibodies and Assays for development of 
an anti-mouse platelet activating factor receptor 
(PAFR) polyclonal antibody.  

Patel discusses poster with faculty member 

http://www.uab.edu/microbiology
http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/news1/news/406-tyler-stewart-receives-hiramoto-award
http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/graduate-students/210-education-home/hiramoto-travel-award
http://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/graduate-students/210-education-home/hiramoto-travel-award
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Susan Roberts Dubay grew up in Decatur, Tennessee. 
She attended Duke University from 1978 to 1982 
where she received her degree in biology. After grad-
uation, she moved to Birmingham and joined the 
UAB Microbiology Department. She worked as lab 
manager in the lab of Dr. Eric Hunter, the founding 
director of the UAB Center of AIDS Research.  
 Dubay and her colleagues were recognized inter-
nationally for their work in defining the molecular 
events involved in retroviral assembly and for eluci-
dating the structure/function relationships for retro-
viral gene products at a molecular level. She co-
authored numerous articles that were published in 
leading national research journals. Her extensive re-
search efforts helped advance the scientific 
knowledge that is necessary for the development of 
an effective HIV vaccine.  
 As lab manager, Dubay had a positive impact on 
many graduate students as she trained and guided 
them with a gentle, kind, and caring attitude in their 
earlier years. She was a remarkably happy and joyful 
person and students and colleagues turned to her 
time and again for advice and help both in their pro-
fessional and personal lives. 

 The Susan Roberts Dubay Endowment was estab-
lished by Dubay’s husband, Dr. John W. Dubay, her 
two brothers Dr. John R. Roberts and Mr. James D. 
Roberts, and other family members and friends as a 
way to pay perpetual tribute to Dubay and all those 
she touched throughout her life. This endowment is 
to support microbiology graduate students through 
lectures and other educational activities serving al-
ways as a reminder of the tremendous positive im-
pact Dubay had on numerous graduate students dur-
ing her time at UAB. 

Eric Hunter, Ph.D. will be the in-
augural speaker for the Susan 
Roberts Dubay Endowed Lec-
ture. He is a professor in the De-
partment of Pathology and Labor-
atory Medicine, Emory University, 
and Co-Director of the Emory 

Center for AIDS Research. 
 

The lecture will be on September 1, 2015, at 2 p.m. 
in Volker Hall, Lecture Room C (1670 University 
Boulevard). A reception will follow in the Edge of 
Chaos, Lister Hill Library , 4th Floor (1700 University 
Boulevard). 

Susan Roberts Dubay Endowment 

Focuses on Microbiology Graduate Students 

Grab your hammer and help build the UAB Habitat for Humanity 
house! 

Volunteers are needed for Friday, September 18th.  You can sign up for a morning 
shift (7:30 am – 11:30 am), or an afternoon shift (12:00 pm – 4:00 pm. There will be 
a 30-minute lunch break.  

To volunteer, email Ella Robinson (erobnson@uab.edu). In your email, include – your 
name, contact information (email and cell phone if possible),  and the shift you 
would like to work.  

Volunteer registration ends August 15. 

Follow us on Twitter — @UABMicrobiology 

Our Twitter account is an easy way for faculty, trainees, and staff to keep up with department activities.  
If you have information to share via Twitter, send it to erobnson@uab.edu. 

http://pathology.emory.edu/AdminFacultyMember.cfm?Name_seq=1245
mailto:erobnson@uab.edu
https://twitter.com/UABMicrobiology


 Novak Lab Says Farewell to Visiting  
Scientists 

 
Improvements still to come in 
BBRB…. 
 
The ongoing renovations to BBRB are progress-ing well. A few more improvements to look 
forward to this fall…. 
 
 All circular conference rooms are being fur-

nished with new table and chairs, new 60-
inch TV and IT “plug-and-play” pods to eas-
ily connect your laptops making them ideal 
for scientific exchanges/meetings conven-
iently located on your floor. 

 Another great addition to our conference 
room facilities will be the creation of a con-
ference room similar in size to CFAR confer-
ence room with planned seating up to 35.  
This room will also have new furniture and 
expanded IT capabilities for video confer-
encing. 

 A new entrance way into the department 
offices and renovation of the kitchen area 
on 2nd floor will soon be underway.  

From the Desk of From the Desk of From the Desk of Julie DeckerJulie DeckerJulie Decker   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hiro Ueda - Research Associate (Novak Lab) 
Qi Bian - Research Associate (Novak Lab) 
Yoshi Ueda - Visiting Scientist (Novak Lab) 
Mira Patel - Research Tech (Weinmann Lab) 
Aliaksandra Rasalouskaya - Research Assistant 
(Frolova Lab) 
Alexander Speer - Postdoc (Niederweis Lab) 
Ludovic Perrochia - Postdoc (Frolova Lab) 
Srilalitha Kuruganti - Research Associate (Walter Lab) 
Lauren Kuntz - Student Assistant (Zajac Lab) 
Linh Phan – Workstudy (Bedwell Lab) 
Janice King - Research Assistant (Briles Lab) 
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Hiroyuki Ueda, M.D.; Ph.D.; Yoshimi Ueda, M.D.;  
Qi Bian, M.D., Ph.D. 

Whittney Wiley - Research Tech (Bedwell) 
Zhenghui Liu - Postdoc (Hu Lab) 
Fang Zhang - Visiting Scientist (Hu Lab) 
Guang Yang - Research Associate (Lund Lab) 
Michael Zeiger - Research Tech (Tse Lab) 
Megan Lu - Financial Officer I (Chair's Office) 
Ashlesha Deshpande - Promotion to Instructor 
(Walter Lab) 
Wei Li - Volunteer (Hu Lab) 
Kristin Deneen - Student Assistant (Jiang Lab) 
Prachi Sanghvi - Student Assistant (Bedwell Lab) 
Quynh-Mai Trinh - Research Assistant (Frolov Lab) 

Three visiting scientists in the Novak lab are re-
turning home with a greater understanding of IgA 
nephropathy. 
 Drs. Hiroyuki and Yoshimi Ueda (Jikei University 
School of Medicine in Tokyo, Japan) have studied 
several aspects of IgA nephropathy, including fac-
tors involved in familial form of IgA nephropathy.  
 Dr. Qi Bian (Changhai Hospital, Shanghai, Chi-
na) studied signaling pathways involved in activa-
tion of mesangial cells by growth factors that drive 
disease progression in IgA nephropathy. 

 

Farewell Welcome 

mailto:erobnson@uab.edu


 

Blacher E, Dadali T, Bespalko A, Haupenthal VJ, Grimm 
MO, Hartmann T, Lund FE, Stein R, Levy A. Alzheimer's 
disease pathology is attenuated in a CD38-deficient 
mouse model. Ann Neurol. 2015 Apr 20. [Epub ahead 
of print] PMID: 25893674 
 
Jacques SA, Kuhn I, Koniev O, Schuber F, Lund FE, 
Wagner A, Muller-Steffner H, Kellenberger E. Discov-
ery of Potent Inhibitors of Schistosoma mansoni NAD⁺ 
Catabolizing Enzyme. J Med Chem. 2015 Apr 23;58
(8):3582-92. Epub 2015 Apr 1. PMID: 25803425 
 
Hatcher EL, Wang C, Lefkowitz EJ. Genome variability 
and gene content in chordopoxviruses: dependence 
on microsatellites. Viruses. 2015 Apr 22;7(4):2126-46. 
PubMed PMID: 25912716; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC4411693. 
 
Justice JL, Verhalen B, Jiang M. Polyomavirus interac-
tion with the DNA damage response.Virol Sin. 2015 
Apr;30(2):122-9. Epub 2015 Apr 20. 
 
Kahan SM, Wherry EJ, Zajac AJ. T cell exhaustion dur-
ing persistent viral infections. Virology. 2015 May;479-
480C:180-193. Epub 2015 Jan 22. Review. PMID: 
25620767 
 
Kelly SP, Bedwell DM. Both the autophagy and pro-
teasomal pathways facilitate the Ubp3p-dependent 
depletion of a subset of translation and RNA turnover 
factors during nitrogen starvation in Saccharomyces 
cerevisiae. RNA. 2015 May;21(5):898-910. Epub 2015 
Mar 20. PMID: 25795416. 
 
Kozlovskaya V, Xue B, Lei W, Padgett LE, Tse HM, 
Kharlampieva E. Hydrogen-bonded multilayers of tan-
nic acid as mediators of T-cell immunity. Adv Healthc 
Mater. 2015 Apr 2;4(5):686-94. Epub 2014 Dec 9. 
PMID: 25491369 
 
Lampel A, Bram Y, Ezer A, Shaltiel-Kario R, Saad JS, 
Bacharach E, Gazit E. Targeting the Early Step of Build-

ing Block Organization in Viral Capsid Assembly. ACS 
Chem Biol. 2015 May 29. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 
25997366 
 
Li H, Fu YX, Wu Q, Zhou Y, Crossman DK, Yang P, Li J, 
Luo B, Morel LM, Kabarowski JH, Yagita H, Ware CF, 
Hsu HC, Mountz JD. Interferon-induced mechanosens-
ing defects impede apoptotic cell clearance in lupus. J 
Clin Invest. Epub ahead of print 2015 Jun. PMID: 
26098211 
 
Novak J, Rizk DV, Takahashi K, Zhang XW, Bian Q, 
Ueda H, Ueda Y, Reily C,  Lai LY, Hao CM, Novak L. 
Huang ZQ, Renfrow MB, Suzuki H, Julian BA. New in-
sights into the pathogenesis of IgA nephropathy. Kid-
ney Dis. 1, 8-18, 2015. 
 
Novak J, Raska M, Mestecky J, Julian BA. IgA Nephrop-
athy and Related Diseases. In: Mucosal Immunology, 
4th edition. Jiri Mestecky, Warren Strober, Michael W. 
Russell, Brian Kelsall, Hilde Cheroutre, Bart Lambrecht, 
Editors. Academic Press-Elsevier, Boston, USA, pp. 
2023-2038, 2015. 
 
Opata MM, Hollifield ML, Lund FE, Randall TD, Dunn R, 
Garvy BA, Feola DJ. B Lymphocytes Are Required dur-
ing the Early Priming of CD4+ T Cells for Clearance of 
Pneumocystis Infection in Mice. J Immunol. 2015 Jun 
3. pii: 1500112. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 26041535 
 
Park SS, Kwon HY, Tran TD, Choi MH, Jung SH, Lee S, 
Briles DE, Rhee DK. ClpL is a chaperone without auxil-
iary factors. FEBS J. 2015 Apr;282(8):1352-67. Epub 
2015 Feb 27. PMID: 25662392 
 
Patel PS, Kearney JF. Neonatal Exposure to Pneumo-
coccal Phosphorylcholine Modulates the Development 
of House Dust Mite Allergy during Adult Life. J Immu-
nol. 2015 Jun 15;194(12):5838-50. PMCID: 
PMC4456637. 
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Reynaud JM, Kim DY, Atasheva S, Rasalouskaya A, 
White JP, Diamond MS, Weaver SC, Frolova EI, Frolov 
I. IFIT1 Differentially Interferes with Translation and 
Replication of Alphavirus Genomes and Promotes In-
duction of Type I Interferon. PLoS Pathog. 2015 Apr 
30;11(4):e1004863. eCollection 2015 Apr. PMID: 
25927359 
 
Saad JS, Muriaux DM. Editorial: Role of lipids in virus 
assembly. Front Microbiol. 2015 May 5;6:410. eCollec-
tion 2015. PMID: 25999935 
 
Speer A, Sun J, Danilchanka O, Meikle V, Rowland JL, 
Walter K, Buck BR, Pavlenok M, Hölscher C, Ehrt S, 
Niederweis M. Surface hydrolysis of sphingomyelin by 
the outer membrane protein Rv0888 supports replica-
tion of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in macrophages. 
Mol Microbiol. 2015 Jun 3. [Epub ahead of print] 
PMID: 26036301. 
 
Wang D, Zhang Y, He Y, Li Y, Lund FE, Shi G. The defi-
ciency of Gαq leads to enhanced T-cell survival. Immu-
nol Cell Biol. 2014 Oct;92(9):781-90. Epub 2014 Jun 
24. PMID: 24957218 
 
Wharton RE, Stefanov EK, King RG, Kearney JF. Anti-
bodies generated against Streptococci protect in a 
mouse model of disseminated aspergillosis. J Immu-
nol. 2015 May 1;194(9):4387-96. PMCID: 
PMC4402265. 
 
Tao J, Jian KD, Hall S, Laube A, Liu J, Renfrow MB, No-
vak J, Luo G. The serum very-low-density lipoprotein 
serves as a restriction factor of hepatitis C virus infec-
tion. J. Virol. 89, 6782-6791, 2015. PMID: 25903344 
 

Uchida M, LaFrance B, Broomell CC, Prevelige PE Jr, 
Douglas T. Small. Higher order assembly of virus-like 
particles (VLPs) mediated by multi-valent protein link-
ers. 2015 Apr;11(13):1562-70. Epub 2015 Jan 12. 
PMID: 25641768 
 
Verhalen B, Justice JL, Imperiale MJ, Jiang M. Viral 
DNA replication-dependent DNA damage response 
activation during BK polyomavirus infection. J Virol. 
2015 May;89(9):5032-9. Epub 2015 Feb 18. PMID: 
25694603 
 
Walter MR. Elucidating new drug targets in psoriasis 
by gene profiling: an opportunity to be seized. Ann 
Transl Med. 2015 Apr;3(6):78. No abstract available. 
PMID: 25992377 
 
Xu Y, Martinez P, Séron K, Luo G, Allain F, Dubuisson J, 
Bel-ouzard S. Characterization of hepatitis C virus in-
teraction with heparan sulfate proteoglycans. J Virol. 
2015 Apr 1;89(7):3846-58. Epub 2015 Jan. PMID: 
25609801 
 
Wharton RE, Stefanov EK, King RG, Kearney JF. Anti-
bodies generated against Streptococci protect in a 
mouse model of disseminated aspergillosis. J Immu-
nol. 2015 May 1;194(9):4387-96. Epub 2015 Mar 27. 
PMID: 25821219 
 
Zhu L, Zhai Y-L, Wang F-M, Hou P, Lv J, Xu S-F, Liu L-J, 
Yu F, Zhao M-H, Novak J, Gharavi AG, Zhang H. Vari-
ants in complement factor H and complement factor H
-related protein genes, CFHR3 and CFHR1, affect com-
plement activation in IgA nephropathy. J. Am. Soc. 
Nephrol. 26, 1195-204, 2015. PMID: 25205734 
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https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/education-landing-page/postdoctoral-fellows/47-education/postdoctoral-fellows/369-training-opportunities
http://labs.uab.edu/peterb/2013-12-10-16-27-45/seminar-series/19-area-5-opportunities/43-seminar-series-2015-2016
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/micro-events/2014-03-12-14-07-45#year=2015&month=7&day=17&view=month
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25927359
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25903344
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25903344
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25903344
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25641768
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25205734
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25205734


Keynote Speaker: Flavius Martin, M.D. 

Flavius Martin, M.D., is Senior Vice President at Amgen. He heads the Inflammation Therapeutic Area and the Oncology and 
Tumor Immunotherapy research efforts. He joined Amgen from Genentech, where he directed a portfolio of programs focused 
on drug discovery and biomarkers, and on the biology of disease heterogeneity in autoimmune and allergic disorders. 
 
Dr. Martin received his M.D. from the University of Medicine and Pharmacy in Timisoara, Romania. His postdoctoral work fo-
cused on fundamental aspects of B-cell biology in Max Cooper’s world leading center of developmental and clinical immunology 
research in Birmingham, Alabama, under John Kearney, Ph.D. Dr. Martin has published significant papers on the delineation of 
developmental pathways and functions of B cell subsets, the application of this information to next-generation B cell immuno-
therapies, and the molecular mechanisms that underlie human myeloproliferative syndromes. 
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Grants and Awards | April 1 - June 30, 2015 

Dokland, Terje    
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases/
NIH/DHHS 
Structural Basis for Mobilization of S. Aureus Patho-
genicity Islands 
 
Frolova, Elena I.    
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases/
NIH/DHHS 
Alphavirus nsP3 Protein: Roles of Intrinsically Disor-
dered Region in Virus Replication and Pathogenesis 
 
 

Jiang, Mengxi   
INHIBIKASE THERAPEUTICS 
Investigate the Effects of Protein Kinase Effectors on JC 
and BK Polyomavirus Replication 
 
Keeling, Kim M    
ELOXX PHARMACEUTICALS 
ELOXX-Hurler Research Proposal 
 
Saad, Jamil S.    
SK CHEMICALS CO,. LTD 
Characterization of Typhoid Conjugate Vaccines by 
NMR Methods 

Important Dates 
 Early Bird Registration for Micro faculty and their train-

ees: July 15–August 15 
 General Registration: August 16-September 15. 
 Abstract submission deadline:  October 15. 

Click here for  

InformationInformationInformation   
about the 24th Annual Microbiology  

Research Retreat 

 
 

 
24th Annual Microbiology Research 

Retreat 
November 13—15, 2015  

The Chattanoogan | Chattanooga, Tennessee 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
Keynote Speaker: Flavius Martin, M.D. 
Senior Vice President at Amgen 
 

Dr. Martin heads the Inflammation Therapeutic Area and the Oncology and Tumor Immu-
notherapy research efforts at Amgen.  He received his M.D. from the University of Medi-
cine and Pharmacy in Timisoara, Romania. His postdoctoral work with John Kearney at 
UAB focused on fundamental aspects of B-cell biology.  

https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/micro-events/2015-research-retreat
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/micro-events/2015-research-retreat
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/micro-events/2015-research-retreat
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/microbiology/micro-events/2015-research-retreat
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Microbiology  
Welcomes New  
Financial Officer 
 
Huantao (Megan) Lu, gradu-

ated from Long Island University with a master’s 
degree in accounting in 2001. Before joining the 
microbiology department, Megan worked in New 
York City as a market analyst for Thomson Reuters 
from 2001 to 2008, then as a tax accountant until 
2015. She was also the owner of a successful small 
business that focused on supplementing children's 
math and reading skills after school. In the fall of 
2013, she and her husband moved to Birmingham 
with their two small children, Sarah and Dylan. 

Congratulations  to 
Beatriz Leon-Ruiz and  
Andre Ballesteros-Tato, 
proud parents of Isabella! 

 

Isabella was born on June 18, 2015. She weighed 7 
pounds, 14 ounces, and was 20.5 inches long. 

The 5th Annual Taste of Birmingham 
July 30, 2015 
6:00 pm-9:00 pm 
The Club — 1 Robert Smith Dr. 
Birmingham, AL 35209 
Admission: $75.00 or $85.00 at the door 
The 5th Annual Taste of Birmingham, 
benefiting the Birmingham Boys Choir, features the cuisine 
of Birmingham's top restaurants accompanied by refreshing 
drinks and entertainment. Enjoy award-winning music pro-
vided by the choir and great jazz. The evening is capped off 
by fireworks sparkling over the city lights. For more infor-
mation visit: www.thetasteofbirmingham.com 
 
 
Sidewalk Film Festival, 17th Annual 
August 28, 2015 to August 30, 2015 
Downtown Birmingham's Historic Theatre District  
Admission charged.  
The 17th annual Sidewalk Film Festival, a celebration of new 
independent cinema in downtown Birmingham, offers 
screenings of innovative productions by 
filmmakers from across the country and 
around the world. For more information, 
visit: http://sidewalkfest.com. 
 
 
 

Poncho Sanchez and His Latin Jazz Band 
September 3, 2015 
7:00 pm 
Alys Stephens Performing Arts Center  
Admission: $39.50 
Learn about the history of Latin jazz, the music, and the 
artists and enjoy the Latin jazz, swing, bebop, and salsa  
Grammy-winner Poncho Sanchez .  
 
10th Annual MY FAVORITE POEM Evening  
September 25, 2015 
Alabama School of Fine Arts 
Admission Free 
15 Alabamians from every walk of life read 
aloud a favorite poem and explain why they 
love that bit of literature, why they have car-
ried the words with them through life. 
 
Birmingham Originals Breakin' Bread 
September 27, 2015 
Railroad Park 
Admission charged.  
Taste dishes from Birmingham's best local restaurants and 
enjoy local brews, imported and domestic beers, wines, and 
soft drinks at this community event. Local farmers will offer a 
wide variety of seasonal produce and homemade goodies. 
For more information visit: www.birminghamoriginals.org. 
 

 Around Campus and About Town 

University of  Alabama at Birmingham  
Department of Microbiology 

 
845 19th Street South, BBRB 276-11 
Birmingham, Alabama 35294-2170 

http://www.thetasteofbirmingham.com
http://sidewalkfest.com.
http://www.alysstephens.org/poncho-sanchez
http://www.birminghamoriginals.org.

