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UAB Department: Pathology  
Business Address: 1802 6th Ave S NP2552 Birmingham, AL 35233 
Phone: 205.934.4555 
 
HOSPITAL AND OTHER (NON-ACADEMIC) APPOINTMENTS: (please provide for the past five years) 
Attending Pathologist  UAB Hospital  07/12 – Present 
 
Attending Pathologist   UAB Highlands Hospital     07/12 – Present 
 
Consultant Pathologist  Baptist Health System         02/14 – Present     
    Montgomery, AL 
 
Attending Pathologist  Anniston RMC                01/15 - Present 
 
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANTSHIPS: 
 
EDUCATION: (please provide for the past five years) 
Institution   Degree    Year 
Erciyes University   Medical doctor   06/2002 
 
LICENSURE: 
Florida, ME 132954  2010 – Present 
Alabama, MD.31719  2012 – Present 
 
BOARD CERTIFICATOIN: 
American Board of Pathology, Anatomic and Clinical Pathology   11/21/2010 
American Board of Pathology, Hematology                                    09/26/2012 
 
POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING: 
Year   Degree      Institution 
08/04 – 08/06   AP Residency    University of Istanbul 
10/06 – 6/10  AP/CP   Residency   Mount Sinai Medical Center 
7/10 – 6/12 Hematology Fellowship      Moffitt Cancer Center 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:   
09/17 – Present Associate Professor     UAB 
07/12 – 08/17 Assistant Professor     UAB 
04/17 – Present Director of Tissue-Based Translational Research Facility  UAB 
03/17 – Present Hematopathology Fellowship Program Director  UAB 
07/12 – Present    Associate Professor of Pathology    UAB   



09/12 – Present    Co-director, Hematology-Oncology Module      UAB  
01/14 – 05/17  Associate Residency Program Director   UAB         
12/08 – 04/10      Instructor of Pathology    Barry University School of Podiatry    
 
AWARDS/HONORS: 
2002  Honors Student Research Award        
2009  Klausner Basic Science Research Award     
2010  Klausner Basic Science Research Award     
2010  Kane Award for Resident of the Year      
2013  Outstanding Teaching Faculty in Laboratory Medicine    
2014 UAB School of Medicine Argus Award Nominee for best MS-2 Organ       Module Co-director 

(Hematology-Oncology) 
2015               UAB School of Medicine Argus Award Nominee for best MS-2 Organ Module Co-director 

(Hematology-Oncology) 
2016              UAB School of Medicine Argus Award Nominee for best MS-2 Organ Module Co-director 

(Hematology-Oncology) 
2017 UAB School of Medicine Dean’s Excellence Award for Mentorship, Junior Faculty 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIPS: 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology 
American Society of Clinical Pathology 
College of American Pathologists 
American Society of Hematology 
European Society of Hematology     
European Society of Pathology  
 
 
COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES: 
2008- 2009  Medical Review Committee, Mount Sinai Medical Center        
2009- 2010  Cancer Committee, Mount Sinai Medical Center                     
2010- 2012  Blood Bank Utilization Committee, Moffitt Cancer Center  
2013 – Present   Ad Hoc Graduate Faculty Thesis/Dissertation Committee, UAB 
2013 - Present   Residency Selection Committee, UAB   
2013 – Present  Mentorship Committee Member for: 

- Dr. Sam Borak 
- Dr. Leona Council 
- Dr. Frida Rosenblum  
- Dr. Darrell Sanders   

2014 – Present   Faculty Advisory Council, UAB       
2014 – Present   Clinical Competency Committee, UAB      
2014 – Present   Residency Program Evaluation Committee, UAB 
2014 – Present Hematopathology Fellowship Program Evaluation Committee UAB 
2015 – Present Dermatopathology Fellowship Program Evaluation Committee UAB 
2017 – Present UAB Research Advisory Committee 
2017 – Present School of Medicine Admission Committee, UAB  
2017 – Present National Comprehensive Cancer Network Acute Myeloid Leukemia Panel 

               
 
EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERSHIPS: 
 



2014 – Present  International Journal of Forensic Science & Pathology 
2016 - Present Clinics in Oncology 
2017 – Present Annals of Blood Cancer 
2018 – Present Editor for Reviews, Lab Medicine 
 
Peer-Reviewer 
2009 – Present Pathology Research International     
2013 - Present  JSM Microbiology         
2014 - Present  Cancers     
2015 – Present  Southern Medical Journal  
2015 – Present     World Journal of Gastroenterology  
2016 – Present     Experimental Hematology&Oncology 
2016 – Present     Oncotarget 
2016 – Present     Blood  
2017 – Present     Nature  
2017 – Present     European Journal of Haematology  
 
MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS:  (2-3 Sentences) 
My primary research is predominantly translational and clinical in hematopathology. The research areas I am 
interested in include acute and chronic leukemia, including therapy-related forms, primary central nervous system 
lymphoma and its molecular background, and high grade lymphomas. I also perform translational research on 
metastatic solid tumors to the brain. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
12/08 – 04/10  Instructor of Pathology, Barry University, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
07/12 – Present Anatomic and Clinical Pathology Residency Program, UAB, Birmingham, AL     
 09/12 - Present  Co-director, Hematology-Oncology Module, UAB, Birmingham, AL   
10/15 Sickle Cell Disease Pathogenesis and Current Guidelines, CME Activity, SMA Annual 

Assembly, Destin, FL 
04/16 – 09/16 Sickle Cell Disease, Educational Series, Co-Editor of Special Issue (September 2016), 

CME activity, Southern Medical Journal 
         
MAJOR INVITED LECTURES AND VISITING PROFESSORSHIPS: 
07/2009  Blood products and blood utilization.  

Mount Sinai Medical Center, Internal Medicine Grand Rounds. Miami, FL 
09/2009  Myeloproliferative Neoplasms, An Update on WHO classifications.   

Mount Sinai Medical Center, Pathology Grand Rounds. Miami, FL 
10/2009  Bleeding Disorders, A Practical Approach to a Bleeding Patient.   

Mount Sinai Medical Center, Pathology Grand Rounds. Miami, FL 
11/2009  Inheredited Coagulation Disorders.       

Mount Sinai Medical Center, Pathology Grand Rounds. Miami, FL 
01/2010   Conducting research and basic elements for scientific studies.   

Mount Sinai Medical Center, Surgery Grand Rounds. Miami, FL 
09/2010 Clinical and Laboratory Approach to Bleeding Patient.   

Moffitt Cancer Center, Hematololgy & Oncology Tuesday Morning Lectures. Tampa, FL 
11/2013  Is chemotherapy a lifesaver or..?        

Sanko University, Medical School, Gaziantep, Turkey 
9/2015 Secondary Malignancies as Complication of Prior Chemo- and Radiation Therapy. 5th Cancer 

Congress, Atlanta, GA 
10/2015 Sickle Cell Disease: Pathophysiologic Concepts and Expert Guidelines for Improved Patient 

Outcomes. Southern Medical Association Annual Scientific Assembly, Destin, FL 
11/2015 How to Success in Academia as a Junior Faculty. A guidance to the future pathologists. Mount 

Sinai Medical Center Pathology Grand Rounds 



2/2016 Diagnostic Challenges in Histiocytic Neoplasms. Hawaii Society of Pathology, Expert 
Pathologist Conference Series.  

4/2016 Sanko University Medical School Lecture Series as Visiting Professor (4/18/2016-4/23/2016): 
 Medical Education in the United States. Past, Present and Future. 
 Personalized Medicine and Its Applications in Cancer. 
 Diagnostic Challenges in Histiocytic Neoplasms. 
 Anemia (Lecture to 2nd year medical Students). 
 Hodgkin Lymphomas (Lecture to 2nd year medical Students). 
 Gastrointestinal Cancers; Prevention, Diagnosis and Management.  

12/2017  Predictable Future of the Medical Schools and Medical Residency Programs 
  Erciyes University, Kayseri, Turkey 
1/2018  A journey to the uncommon hematopoietic lesions 
  University of Pennsylvania Department of Pathology Philadelphia, PA 
2/2018  A journey to the uncommon hematopoietic lesions 
  Mount Sinai West Hospital Department of Pathology New York, NY 
3/2018  Castleman disease variant POEMS.  
  UAB, Department of Neurology Grand Rounds, Birmingham, AL 
3/2018  Emerging biomarkers in diffuse large B-cell lymphoma 
  Mayo Clinic Grand Rounds, Phoenix, AZ 
 

 
GRANT SUPPORT:  (Past and Current) 
COMPLETED  GRANT SUPPORT 
UAB Center for Metabolic Bone Disease Pilot and Feasibility Grant, Yang Yang – PI; Deniz Peker – Collaborator. 
This fund was created to investigate the role of myeloma cell-derived RUNX2 in myeloma metastasis to bone 
($30,000). 
 
International Myeloma Foundation Senior Award. Dr. Yang Yang – PI; Deniz Peker – Collaborator. This fund was 
created to investigate the role of myeloma cell-derived Runx2 in myeloma metastasis: Focus on bone 
microenvironment ($80,000). 
 
ACTIVE GRANT SUPPORT 
 
International Myeloma Foundation Senior Award. Dr. Yang Yang – PI; Deniz Peker – Collaborator. This fund was 
created to investigate the role of myeloma cell-derived Runx2 in myeloma metastasis: Focus on bone 
microenvironment ($100,000). 
 
UAB Pathology and UAB CCC Neuro-Oncology Pilot Grant Program. Deniz Peker – PI. This fund was created to 
investigate the role of ZEB2 in solid tumor metastasis to the central nervous system ($20,000). 
 
UAB Comprehensive Transplant Institute 2015 Angus Cooper Award in Transplant Investigation. Dr. Akinyemi I. 
Ojesina - P.I. Deniz Peker - Collaborator. This fund was created to investigate potential pathogens in EBV-
negative PTLD ($50,000). 
 
UAB Center for Metabolic Bone Disease Pilot and Feasibility Grant, Yang Yang – PI; Deniz Peker – Collaborator. 
This fund was created to investigate the role of myeloma cell-derived RUNX2 in myeloma metastasis to bone 
($30,000). 
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In preparation  
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Features of Primary Central Nervous System Lymphoma.  
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