
Underrepresented in Medicine Senior Scholarship Program for 
Pediatrics at University of Alabama School of Medicine

Fostering an inclusive environment that values differing perspectives and 
experiences is essential to the mission of the University of Alabama School of 
Medicine located in Birmingham.  In line with this mission, the Department of 
Pediatrics (DOP) at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), with support 
of UAB’s Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs (ODMA), is eager to announce 
that applications are now being accepted for the Underrepresented in Medicine 
Senior Scholarship Program for Pediatrics. The DOP feels strongly that promotion 
of cultural diversity and equal opportunity enhances learning opportunities and 
leads to improved patient care.    

The Underrepresented in Medicine Senior Scholarship Program provides funding 
for visiting medical students to participate in four-week clinical rotations in the 
DOP located at Children’s of Alabama. The DOP’s goal is to improve awareness 
of and accessibility to training opportunities in Pediatrics at UAB amongst medical 
students of diverse cultural, socioeconomic, and ethnic backgrounds. Students 
from backgrounds underrepresented in medicine, including African American, 
Hispanic/Latino, and Native American, in addition to students whose backgrounds 
may bring a unique dimension to our training program are encouraged to apply.   

Scholarship recipients will select their clinical rotation on a space-available 
basis. Recipients will be assigned a faculty member who will serve as a liaison 
throughout the rotation with opportunity to foster a long-standing mentor 
relationship. Opportunity to meet and network with DOP faculty members of 
diverse cultural and ethnic background will be provided.  In addition, recipients 
will be oriented to UAB’s ODMA, providing information on the breadth of services 
and resources that the Office provides. Recipients will be invited to interview for 
residency in pediatrics at UAB.     



Applications for the current year will be accepted through April 25, 2021.  

● Scholarship Features
♦ Four week rotation as either an acting intern or elective student
♦ $2000 stipend to offset travel, housing, and living expenses (on campus 
housing is encouraged, information will be provided)
♦ Access to UAB’s medical library, Lister Hill Library, will be provided
♦ Orientation to UAB’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion

● Applicant Requirements - Must attend US medical school
♦ Must be from either a background underrepresented in medicine, including 
African  American, Hispanic/Latino, and Native American, or a student whose 
background will bring a unique dimension to UAB’s Pediatrics training program
♦ Must be student in good standing in fourth year or third year of medical 
school who has completed core rotations in pediatrics, internal medicine, ob/
gyn, and surgery

● Application Components
♦ Completion of DOP’s Underrepresented in Medicine Senior Scholarship 
Program application
♦ Letter of recommendation from faculty member at applicant’s medical school 
(preferably from member of Department of Pediatrics)
♦ Medical school transcript
♦ Completion of application for visiting medical student through UAB’s Office of 
Medical Student Services

For further questions, please contact Cassi Smola, M.D. at csmola@peds.uab.edu. 
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