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Current Partners who participated in the development of the planning grant

(See brief descriptions and roles in Appendix 1: Biosketches and Partner Descriptions):

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama – Jeff Ingrum, Senior VP, Healthcare Networks

Viva Health – Cardwell Feagin, MBA, PMP, Chief Operating Officer

Bayer Properties, Jeffrey A. Bayer, President and CEO

Alabama Department of Public Health – Carolyn Bern, MPA, Director, Community Affairs

Alabama Medicaid Agency – Stephanie McGee Azar,JD, Commissioner

Alabama Hospital Association – Donald E. Williamson, MD, President and CEO

Jefferson County Department of Health, Mark E. Wilson, MD, Health Officer

City of Birmingham, Josh Carpenter, PhD, Director of Innovation and Economic Opportunity

REV Birmingham, Taylor Clark, Director, Urban Food Project

United Way of Central Alabama, Nick Sims, Assistant Vice President for Healthy Communities

UAB Smart Cities Research Center, Paula Alvarez Pino, Program Director

Freshwater Land Trust, Carolyn Buck, Director, Red Rock Trail System

Birmingham YMCA – Keesha Nelson, Association Community Health Director

HEAL (Healthy Eating, Active Living) Alabama – Christy Swaid, Founder and CEO

Potential Partners:

UAB School of Business

UAB School of Education

UAB School of Engineering

UAB Student Organizations

Alabama Communities of Excellence – Sidney Hoover, Executive Director

Helping Families Initiative – Melissa Niven, JD

Community Food Bank of Central AL – Kathryn Strickland, Director

Bessemer Neighborhood Health Center & Aletheia House – Chris Retan

One Roof Birmingham – Keyana (Kiki) Lewis

Birmingham YWCA – Yolanda Sullivan, CEO

Women’s Fund of Greater Birmingham – Melanie Bridgeforth

Children’s Hospital of Alabama – Suzanne Respess

Birmingham AIDS Outreach – Karen Musgrove

Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham – Gus Heard-Hughes

City of Birmingham – Community Framework Plans – Kim Speorl

JCDH Infant Mortality – Yvette Burt

The Literacy Council of Central Alabama – Katrina Watson

Innovate Birmingham Regional Workforce Partnership

Alabama Possible – Kristina Scott

One Place Metro Alabama Family Justice Center – Allison Dearing

Birmingham Police Chief

Jefferson County Sheriff

Jefferson County Health Action Partnership – Bryn Manzella

Jones Valley Teaching Farm – Amanda Storey, Executive Director

Red Mountain Park – TC McLemore, Executive Director

Lakeshore Foundation – Jeff Underwood, President/CEO

Regions Bank – Leroy Abrahams: EVP of Community Affairs

UAB Student Affairs – Jake Baggott, Asst. VP for Student Health and Well-Being

Blondin Bioscience (local business) –Brad Spencer, CEO

WBHM – Chuck Holmes, General Manager

