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Greetings 

 

On behalf of UAB Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center, MidSouth Reading and 

Writing Conference Committee, The Red Mountain  Writ ing Project ,  LexAmi, Alabama 

Reading Association, and many other organizations that make this event possible, welcome to 

the 28th MidSouth Reading and Writing Conference!  We are thrilled you have joined us for 

yet another year of dynamic professional growth.  

Please note the following: 

• The format of the conference is the same each day. 

• Make a second choice in case you find your first choice is full. 

• Consider bringing a cushion for your comfort.  

• Professional Growth certificates ca n be  fou nd  a t  t he  ba c k o f  you r  

p rog ra m . 

• Consider a donation to the Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center. We want to 

continue her legacy. 

 This event would not be possible without the support of the following organizations: 

University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Education, Birmingham City Schools, 

and the vendors. Please take time to visit our vendors. Enjoy the conference to its fullest; we 

are glad you are here! 

 

Our best wishes for the upcoming school year,  

MidSouth Steering Committee 

 
         

 

MidSouth Steering Committee, 2017 

 

Kelly Hill Melanie Henderson Lynn Kirkland 

Rebecca McKay Gayle Morrison                              Allison Newton   

Pat Nix Julie Paul                                        Tonya Perry               

Dominique Prince Diana Prutzman                              Sue Seay           

Toni Shay Brandi Smith                                  Joel Smith       

Jennifer Summerlin   Cecil Teague Jameka Thomas                       

Clark Underbakke Kristie Williams                             Stephanie Williams 

 Tyler Bryant 

   
 

         
 

MidSouth Vendors 

 

Okapi / Flying Start, LexAmi     Alabama Reading Association 

Capstone Classroom, LexAmi    UAB, Curriculum & Instruction 

Collaborative Literacy, LexAmi    Little Professor Book Center 
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Dr. Maryann Murphy Manning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 28th Annual MidSouth Reading and Writing Institute is dedicated with love and 

admiration to Dr. Maryann Murphy Manning. She began her career as an energetic and passionate 

classroom teacher in Nebraska. Maryann’s career choices would eventually lead her to the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham where she spread her love of literacy and learning to 

teachers, colleagues, professional friends and graduate students. Her dedication and commitment to 

lifelong learning were contagious. MidSouth became her venue for bringing prominent educators to 

the Southeast, enlightening our views on literacy education for all learners.  

 

Maryann was elected International Reading Association’s President for the year 2015- 2016. 

She was excited about sharing her goals for the organization and literacy learning around the world. 

She passed away while participating in the Asian Literacy Conference in Bali, Indonesia. She died 

while doing what she loved! It was also foreseeable that in 2015, IRA would present her with a 

special service award for her long time, dedicated service to the organization. Later, the IRA 

Maryann Murphy Manning Outstanding Volunteer Service Award was endowed and is given 

annually to dedicated members who have a lifelong commitment to the Association. 

 

Maryann’s accomplishments and acts of generosity knew no bounds. Her longtime friend 

and colleague, Kenneth Goodman, offered words of encouragement to all who admire and miss 

her—We owe it to Maryann to renew our own commitment to carry on where she left off. The best 

tribute we can give her is to try to fill the void she left with our own hard work.  The Maryann 

Manning Family Literacy Center has been established as a means to continue her work. 

 

Thank you, Maryann! We love you! We miss you!
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Mid-South 2017 Keynote Speakers 
 

Lynne Dorfman - Lynne works as an educational consultant. For more than 30 years, 

she taught in Upper Moreland School District in many capacities, most recently as a 

literacy coach. She is a co-director of the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project 

and a 1989 Writing Project fellow. Lynne has a B.A. in Elementary Education from 

Beaver College, an M.A. in Elementary Education from Bloomsburg University, and 

Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership from Immaculata University. Lynne also 

holds a Reading Specialist Certification from La Salle University. Her latest book is a 

collaborative work with her colleague, Diane Dougherty, which targets grades K-6 and 

demonstrates how to embed grammar and mechanics instruction throughout the day. 

Lynne co-authored three books with friend and colleague, Rose Cappelli, on using 

mentor text.  Twitter: @lynnerdorfman 

 

Rebecca Kai Dotlich - Rebecca is a children’s poet and picture book author of titles 

such as What Can a Crane Pick Up? which received a starred review from Publishers 

Weekly, What is Science? (an AAAS Subaru SB&F prize finalist), Bella and Bean (an 

SCBWI Golden Kite Honor) and Grumbles from the Forest; Fairy Tale Voices with a 

Twist (co-authored with Jane Yolen.) She gives poetry workshops, visits classrooms 

across the country, and speaks at conferences, retreats, libraries and schools to 

teachers, aspiring writers and students of all ages. Her books have received the Gold 

Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Award as well as a Bank Street College of Education Best 

Book of the year, and her work has been featured on Reading Rainbow and the PBS 

children’s show Between the Lions. She attended Indiana University where she 

studied creative writing, art history and anthropology. 

Website: http://www.rebeccakaidotlich.com Twitter: @rebeccakai 

 

 

Duncan Tonatiuh - Duncan Tonatiuh is the author-illustrator of The Princess and the 

Warrior, Funny Bones, Separate Is Never Equal, Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote, Diego 

Rivera: His World and Ours and Dear Primo. He is the illustrator of Esquivel! 
and  Salsa. His books have received multiple accolades, among them the Pura Belpré 

Medal, the Sibert Medal, The Tomás Rivera Mexican-American Children's Book Award, 

The Américas Award, the Jane Addams Children's Book Award and the New York 

Times Best Illustrated Children's Book Award. Duncan Tonatiuh is both Mexican and 

American. He grew up in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico and graduated from Parsons 

School of Design in New York City. His artwork is inspired by Pre-Columbian art, 

particularly that of the Mixtec codex. His aim is to create images and stories that honor 

the past, but that are relevant to people, specially children, today. 

Website: http://www.duncantonatiuh.com Twitter:@duncantonatiuhFacebook: www.facebook.com/duncan.to

natiuh 

 

 

Cris Tovani - Cris, a native of Colorado, taught elementary school for ten years 

before becoming a high school reading specialist and English teacher. A 

nationally known consultant, she chooses to continue teaching high school 

students full-time. She has also worked for many years as a staff developer for 

the Denver-based Public Education and Business Coalition (PEBC). Her book I 

Read It, But I Don't Get It has helped thousands of teachers nationwide improve 

their instruction in reading comprehension. 

Website: http://tovanigroup.com 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/lynnerdorfman
http://www.rebeccakaidotlich.com/
https://twitter.com/Rebeccakai
http://www.duncantonatiuh.com/
https://twitter.com/duncantonatiuh
https://www.facebook.com/duncan.tonatiuh
https://www.facebook.com/duncan.tonatiuh
http://tovanigroup.com/
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Mid-South 2017 Featured Speakers 
 

Rebecca McKay – Rebecca McKay teaches in a variety of capacities. Her 

teaching life takes up most of her time as a Talladega College Dean, 

Assistant Professor, professional learning planner, and guide to almost 

anyone she finds who is a willing participant! The love of literacy and her 

strong desire to provide equitable opportunity to every person drives Dr. 

McKay to deepen her own learning by conducting research and lesson 

studies in the classrooms of public school partners. The driving force 

behind everything is the happiness she finds in learning. She lives by this 

quote from William Butler Yeats: Happiness is neither virtue nor pleasure nor this thing nor that, 

but simply growth. We are happy when we are growing. 

 

Rick Shelton - For the past twenty years, Rick Shelton has worked as an 

independent writing and language arts consultant with thousands of teachers and 

students in schools across Alabama and the southeast.  Mr. Shelton’s children’s 

chapter book, Hoggle’s Christmas, won the Alabama Library Association’s 

Alabama Author Award for Juvenile/Young Adult Literature in 1995, and his 

writing guide, Write Where You Are! Teaching Four Modes of Writing, has 

become a popular reference for elementary and secondary writing teachers. As 

far as he can figure, this is Mr. Shelton’s 26th (or 27th!) year to present at 

MidSouth. 
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Thursday, June 22, 2017    Day-at-a-Glance 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOM 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration, Grab-and-Go Breakfast snack provided by ARA & Exhibits  

8:30 – 8:45 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS Auditorium 

8:45 – 10:00 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS:   

Lynne Dorfman “Close Reading: What It Means for a Writer” 
Auditorium 

10:15 – 11:30 CONCURRENT SESSIONS I (75 MINUTES)  

 Lynne Dorfman   *FEATURED SESSION 

Nonfiction Mentor Texts: Teaching Students How to Build Content (K-6)  

Auditorium 

 Sandy Little 
Shared Journal Writing: Connecting Children’s Lives and Learning (PK-1) 

309 

 Joel Smith 

Can Number Talks Empower Low Income Children by Giving Them a Voice? An Action 

Research Report (K-5) 

311 

 Amanda Stone & Dana Joyner 

Literacy and STEAM (PK-5) 
313 

 Kristen Leonard & Steve Hannum 

Family Literacy: Empowering Families Through Engagement (all audiences) 
314 

 Lorie Johnson & Andrew Bishop 

Ready, Set, Goal! Using Student Goal Setting to Empower Reading Workshop (K-5) 
315 

 Sharonica Nelson 

Signposts: To Use or Not to Use (6-12) 
316 

 Tammy Cook 

Maximizing Literacy Activities to Revolutionize Equitable Learning Environments (6-12) 
317 

 Grace Jepkemboi & Annette Mohan 

Engaging Families in Your Classroom Through Children’s Literature (K-6) 
318 

 Josie Prado 

Making School Relevant: Teaching English Learners with Limited or Interrupted Formal 

Education (6-12) 

321 

11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH & VENDORS Lunchroom  

12:45 – 1:40 CONCURRENT SESSIONS II (55 MINUTES)  

 Duncan Tonatiuh   *FEATURED SESSION 

Picture Books and Social Justice (K-6)  
Auditorium 

 Jennifer Ponder 

Knowledge Does Not Always Equal Understanding (K-5) 
Distance 

Learning Center 

 Jacqueline Brooks 

Read Across Macon County (All Audiences) 
309 

 Janaya Evans & Shelly Powers 

More Play is OK! ((PK-3) 
311 

 Aimee Weathers 

Digital Storytelling: A Powerful Tool for 21st Century Classrooms (PK-5) 
313 

 Mary Rountree 

Growth Mindset: Embracing Problems as Possibilities (All Audiences) 
314 

 Erika Bell 

Math is NOT Universal: The Effects of Language in Math Instruction (3-8) 
315 

 Stephanie Boyd 

Lecture No More! How to Easily Incorporate Reading / Writing in Social Studies (6-8) 
316 

 Penny Nielsen 

The Lost Chord: Past and Present Relevance (6-8) 
317 

 Kristie Williams 

Community Advocacy Through Literacy (6-12) 
318 

 Allison Newton & Jennifer Knighten 

Understanding & Supporting Secondary ELs Meaning Making Process During Reading (6-12) 
321 

1:50 – 3:00 

CLOSING SESSION:    

Roberta Long Medal for Multicultural Literature 

KEYNOTE: DUNCAN TONATIUH 

MODERN CODEX: THE JOURNEY TO BECOME A CHILDREN’S BOOK AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR.  

Auditorium 
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Friday, June 23, 2017     Day-at-a-Glance 

 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOM 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration, Grab-and-Go Breakfast provided by ARA, & Exhibits 

 

 

8:30 – 8:45 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS Auditorium 

8:45 – 10:00 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  

CRIS TOVANI 

What’s Compelling?  Re-teaching Readers to Wonder and Infer 
Auditorium 

10:15 – 11:30 CONCURRENT SESSIONS I (75 MINUTES)  

 CRIS TOVANI   *FEATURED SESSION 

What’s the Big Idea: Helping Adolescent Readers Determine Importance in Their Reading 

(6-12)  

Auditorium 

 Kelly Hill 

Hot Off the Press! - The Newest Picture Books of 2017 (PK-5) 

Distance 

Learning Center 

 Rebecca McKay (Featured Speaker) & Amy Richardson 

Active and Collaborative Literacy Learning: The Path to Engagement (3-5) 
309 

 Najla Albaiz & Cora Causey 

Cultural Considerations Cannot Be Confused: We Are ESL! (PK-3) 
311 

 Rick Shelton (Featured Speaker) 

Asking the Right Questions: Engaging Students for Building Vocabulary and Descriptive 

Elaboration in Writing (K-5)  

313 

 Curtrina Jones & Angelique Archie 

The I’s Have It: Integrating Intentional Instruction (K-5) 
314 

 Britani May 

Strategies and Discourse—Connecting and Conversing (6-12) 
315 

 Lee Ann Stonehouse 

Come and Get It! What Food Rhetoric Can Bring to the Table for the ELA Classroom (6-12) 
316 

 Jasmine Clisby 

Google Classroom: Going Paperless (6-12) 
317 

 Delyne Hicks 

Growing up Literate (PK-K) 
318 

11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH & VENDORS Lunchroom  

12:45 – 1:40 CONCURRENT SESSIONS II (55 MINUTES)  

 REBECCA KAI DOTLICH  *FEATURED SESSION 

DOORWAYS INTO WRITING (K-6)  
Auditorium 

 Sue Seay 

Building Powerful Family and Community Engagement (K-5)  
Distance 

Learning Center 

 Katie Watkins, Diana Prutzman, & Stephen Wolfe 

Increasing Oral Language and Writing Development through Daily News (PK-2) 
309 

 Lois Christensen & Tiffany Thomas 

No Dogs or Mexicans Allowed in Public Pool: Separate is Never Equal (PK-3) 
311 

 Julie Paul 

Activating the L1 to Complement L2 Literacy in the Diverse Classroom (PK-5) 
313 

 Alana Dickie & Jennifer Summerlin 

Honoring Simplicity in Student-Led Research (K-5) 
314 

 David Haston 

English is Not a Core Academic Subject (6-12) 
315 

 Alicia Stokes and Jolessia Edwards  

Helping ESL Newcomers in the ELA Classroom (6-12) 
316 

 Nefetari Yancy 

Comic-con in the Classroom: Using Role Play and Writing in Social Studies (6-8) 
317 

 James Ernest 

Is a Doctorate in Your Future? (All Audiences) 
318 

1:50 – 3:00 

CLOSING SESSION:   

REBECCA KAI DOTLICH 

WAKING UP IN A HOUSE OF WORDS 

Auditorium 
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Thursday, June 22, 2017 

 

8:00 - 3:00 Registration and Exhibits 

 

8:30 – 8:45  

Welcome   Dr. Kelly Hill, Conference Chair 

  UAB, MMFLC Co-Director 

 

  Dr. Lynn Kirkland 

  UAB, Curriculum & Instruction Chair 

 

Opening Remarks   Dr. Charles Willis, Principal                   

  George W. Carver High School 

  

Introduction of Keynote Speaker Dr. Jennifer Summerlin 

 UAB, MMFLC Co-Director 

 

 

Keynote Address:   8:45 – 10:00 Room:  Auditorium 
    

Lynne Dorfman “Close Reading: What It Means for a Writer” 

Co-author of Mentor Texts: Teaching Writing Through Children’s Literature, 

will discuss the underlying principles of what close reading means for writers. 

Lynne will provide participants with classroom snapshots to demonstrate the 

importance of rereading both a mentor text to be imitated and the writing a 

student creates. Additionally, Lynne will explore the value of talk in the 

classroom, the spirit of collaboration, and the importance of letting our students 

take the lead in conferences and writerly discussions centered on mentor texts 

that move teachers and students forward as a writing community. 

 

 

Concurrent Sessions I                         June 22, 2017 10:15 – 11:30 
 

Lynne Dorfman Room: Auditorium 

Author 

*FEATURED SESSION 

Title: Nonfiction Mentor Texts: Teaching Students How to Build Content (K-6)  

This interactive presentation will explore the role of quality nonfiction texts in the writing workshop 

in providing examples to students of how to build content in interesting and creative ways. 

Participants will learn how authors build content and engage their readers through rich descriptions, 

use of anecdotes, the power of three, explanations, and features of nonfiction. How these techniques 

can be studied and used by students in writing workshop will be explored through mentor texts and 

student samples. 
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Sandy Little       Room: 309 

Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education 

Title: Shared Journal Writing: Connecting Children’s Lives and Learning 

This interactive session will allow participants to explore the process of engaging children in 

authentic writing experiences that chronicle their class history. This process builds literacy, 

strengthens classroom community, and provides an authentic context for learning in the early 

childhood classroom. 

         
 

Joel Smith       Room: 311 

Charles A. Brown Elementary 

Title: Can Number Talks Empower Low Income Children by Giving Them a Voice? An Action 

Research Report (K-5) 

A special education teacher and a team of 4th grade teachers took on an action research project to 

see if Number Talks could not only help improve logico-mathematical thinking in students, but also 

improve language development and classroom communication.  This presentation will report on the 

action research process and findings.  

 
         

 

Amanda Stone & Dana Joyner    Room: 313 

Trace Crossings Elementary 

Title: Literacy and STEAM (PK-5) 

Come learn about STEAM and Maker through literacy. We will share books that you can easily use 

to integrate STEAM in your classroom. During the presentation, we will share activities we used 

with the literature. 

 

         
 

Kristen Leonard Room: 314 

Better Basics 

Steve Hannum  

The Literacy Council 

Title: Family Literacy: Empowering Families through Engagement (all Audiences)  

In collaboration with Better Basics and The Literacy Council, Kristen Leonard and Steve Hannum 

will lead a workshop designed for classroom teachers who desire to empower families to be literacy 

leaders in their communities.   

 

         
 

Lorie Johnson & Andrew Bishop  Room: 315 

University of North Alabama 

Title: Ready, Set, Goal! Using Student Goal Setting to Empower Reading Workshop (K-5) 

Participants will learn how to scaffold reading conferences to support student goal setting and how 

scaffolded goal setting can impact elementary students’ reading achievement, motivation and 

engagement during reading workshop. Relevant research studies will be discussed and practical 

strategies will be explored. 
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Sharonica Nelson      Room: 316                          

Bessemer City Middle School                

Title: Signposts: To Use or Not to Use (6-12) 

The content focus of this presentation is signposts as a close reading strategy to promote 

comprehension and understanding of fiction and nonfiction among students and teachers. 

 

         
 

Tammy Cook Room: 317 

University of Montevallo 

Title: Maximizing Literacy Activities to Revolutionize Equitable Learning Environments (6-12) 

How do we teach to transform? This session examines how to use critical discourse and meaningful 

learning projects to interrogate assumptions, expose injustices, explore existing inequities, and 

imagine new possibilities for agency and advocacy. As educators seek to conceive new possibilities 

for strengthening multicultural education in times of change, the shift begins with examining the 

foundation upon which teachers' personal identities are framed. Incorporating activities that provide 

opportunities to examine instances of marginalization and engage in authentic activities in teacher 

education classes can help to foster this self-awareness amongst pre-service and in-service teachers. 

 

         
 

Grace Jepkemboi  Room: 318 

UAB 

Annette Mohan 

Alabama A & M University 

Title: Engaging Families in your classroom Through Children’s Literature (K-6) 

Educators work with families comprising different family structures, ranging from two parent 

families, single parent families, step families, grandparents as caregivers, gay and lesbian families, 

immigrant families and families from non-dominant cultures, Families of children with disabilities, 

homeless families, families living in poverty, military families, Children in incarcerated families and 

families of choice. In this presentation, educators will learn how to engage and be responsive to the 

needs of families through the use of relevant children’s books. Participants will receive a resource 

folder to use in their classrooms to establish lasting partnerships with families. 

 

         
 

Josie Prado       Room: 321 

UAB 

Title: Making School Relevant: Teaching English Learners with Limited or Interrupted Formal 

Education (6-12) 

This presentation addresses the uniquely complex challenges that students with limited or 

interrupted formal education (SLIFE) face in order to succeed in American schools. Through a case 

study approach, the presenter will draw from ongoing research to describe how second language 

acquisition influences older learners with emerging literacy skills in their home languages. 

Attendees will benefit from an interactive discussion that integrates culturally relevant learning 

paradigms into daily teaching practices in order to support the exceptional learning needs of SLIFE 

students.  
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Lunch & Vendors  11:30 – 12:30 
AUTHOR SIGNING  

 

Concurrent Sessions II June 22, 2017 12:45 – 1:40 

 

Duncan Tonatiuh      Room: Auditorium 

Author 

Title: Picture Books and Social Justice (K-6)   *FEATURED SESSION 

Duncan will focus on two of his books: Separate Is Never Equal and Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote. 

He will talk about how picture books can address important social issues like immigration and 

segregation. He will share different resources to help teachers use the books in the classroom. 

 

 

         
 

Jennifer Ponder      Room: Distance Learning Center 

UAB 

Title: Knowledge Does Not Always Equal Understanding 

This interactive session will focus on the meaningful integration of science, technology, 

engineering, the arts, math, and content area literacy to support the construction of knowledge and 

understanding for all learners.   

 

         
 

Jacqueline Brooks Room: 309 

Macon County Schools 

Title: Read across Macon County (All Audiences) 

This session will focus on the need to raise literary awareness in an entire community. It will 

highlight strategies for community involvement, putting books in home, reading for enjoyment, and 

more. 

 
         

 

Janaya Evans & Shelly Powers Room: 311 

Pelham City Schools 

Title: More Play is OK! (PK-3) 

Help your students develop cognitive, physical, and social-emotional skills through play while still 

meeting state standards: Why is the integration of play important in the lower elementary class? 

Reading, writing, and math activities that can be implemented through home living centers to 

integrate play while still meeting state standards. What does an effective home living center look 

like to get most out of the integration of play and academics? 
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Aimee Weathers Room: 313 

Jacksonville State University 

Title: Digital Storytelling: A Powerful Tool for 21st Century Classrooms (PK-5) 

Participants will learn how to engage young learners in digital storytelling that encourages 

creativity, communication, collaboration, and critical thinking. They will also gain insight into the 

research that supports the use of digital storytelling within the classroom. Participants will also 

benefit from gaining a better understanding of apps that are available to use with digital storytelling. 

 
 

         
 

Mary Rountree Room: 314 

Shelby County Schools/UAB 

Title: Growth Mindset: Embracing Problems as Possibilities (All Audiences) 

Cultivating a growth mindset in schools and classrooms has powerful implications on teaching and 

learning. In the growth mindset classroom, mistakes are embraced, risks are taken, and the learning 

process is celebrated. Participants will be able to identify a fixed mindset versus a growth mindset. 

Participants will be introduced to strategies to implement "growth mindset" in their school or 

classroom; collaborate and reflect with other participants during "growth mindset" activities and 

learning; be able to provide formative feedback (based on growth mindset) to students or staff; use 

"growth mindset" language and behaviors in order to motivate students to achieve success at school 

and away from school. 

 

         
 

Erika Bell Room: 315 

Saks Elementary School  

Title: Math is NOT Universal: The Effects of Language in Math Instruction (3-8)  

Language is now an essential part of math education and experience. Explore the linguistic factors 

affecting math instruction for English learners and ALL students. Participants will debunk the 

misconceptions surrounding the argument that "math is the universal language;" examine the 

components of the language of mathematics and how they relate to literacy; consider the impact of 

culturally relevant math instruction; discuss how to enhance literacy, writing, and math instruction 

by focusing on relevant linguistic and cultural factors of academic language/conversations. 

 
 

         

 
Stephanie Boyd      Room: 316 

Columbiana Middle School/Shelby County Schools 

Title: Lecture No More! How to Easily Incorporate Reading and Writing in the Social Studies 

Classroom (6-8) 

Teaching strategies that can help increase comprehension by frequently incorporating reading and 

writing within the Social Studies classroom. Participants will leave with reading and writing 

strategies they can immediately implement in the social studies classroom and gain a better 

understanding of how to transform their classrooms into student-engaged classrooms that 

incorporate and encourage collaboration and differentiation. 
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Penny Nielsen      Room: 317 

AAMU 
Title: The Lost Chord: Past and Present Relevance (6-8) 

The past and present relevance of The Lost Chord will be explored in relationship to reading and 

literacy. As a result of this presentation, participants will achieve an understanding of the poem, The 

Lost Chord, the life of poet Adelaide Porter, who wrote The Lost Chord, the life of composer Arthur 

Sullivan, who set Porter's poem to music, the song's connection to the Titanic, and also Thomas 

Edison’s appreciation of various performances of The Lost Chord, and techniques for utilizing this 

famous song in today's literacy curriculum. 

 

         
 

Kristie Williams Room: 318 

Carver High School 

Title: Community Advocacy through Literacy (6-12) 

Community Advocacy through Literacy  

This session will show how students can use various forms of literacy to become advocates in their 

communities with teachers and community partners as facilitators. The project can focus on narrow 

or broad topics and various forms of literacy depending on the objective, while students take on an 

active role to make a difference.  

 

         

 
Allison Newton      Room: 321  

Pell City Schools/UAB 

Jennifer Knighten 

Etowah County Schools   

Title: Understanding & Supporting Secondary ELs Meaning Making Process (6-12) 

Participants will gain a deeper understanding of the reading process and how to support ELs 

including strategies for understanding the reading process with a focus on the three cueing systems 

and techniques for supporting comprehension, receive a handout of differentiated comprehension 

supports that match ELP levels, and will be able to apply session content to classroom instruction 

immediately.  
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CLOSING SESSION: 1:50 – 3:00          Room: Auditorium  

Presentation of   

Roberta Long Medal for Multicultural Literature                  Sharon Wall 

        Laurie Jones 

 

 

Keynote Address: Duncan Tonatiuh 

 

Introduction of Speaker  Dr. Susan Seay  
 

Modern Codex: Duncan will share his journey to become a children’s book 

author and illustrator. He will share the process, challenges and inspiration 

behind several of his books. He will talk of why celebrating the art of the past is 

important for children today. 
 

 

Roberta Long Medal for Multicultural Literature 
2017 Recipient  

Duncan Tonatiuh  
Duncan Tonatiuh’s books are a gift to educators, children, and 

their families. He addresses issues of social justice through 
powerful images and stories. His illustrations provide 

opportunities for Latino children to see themselves in the books 
they read. His books have received awards including the Pura 
Belpre Medal, the Sibert Medal, the Tomas Rivera Mexican-

America Children’s Book Award, and the Jane Addams 
Children’s Book Award. The MidSouth Reading and Writing 
Conference Committee is pleased to award the Roberta Long 

Medal for Multicultural Literature to Duncan Tonatiuh. 
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Friday, June 23, 2017 

 

8:00 - 3:00                                                                             Exhibits     

 

8:30 – 8:45  

Welcome   Dr. Kelly Hill, Conference Chair 

  UAB MMFLC Co-Director 

 

Opening Remarks                                       Dr. Debbie Voltz 

  UAB School of Education, Dean 

 

Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center Dr. Lynn D. Kirkland  

  UAB School of Education, Chair  

   

Keynote Speaker Introduction  Dr. Allison Newton 

  UAB School of Education 

 

Keynote Address:   8:45 – 10:00 Room: Auditorium 
Cris Tovani 

 

 

Keynote: What’s Compelling?  Re-teaching Readers to Wonder and 

Infer  

Description:  Sometimes teachers get weary of being responsible for 

asking all the questions.  Research is clear.  Whoever is asking the 

questions is the one who is learning.  So, when the experts get to ask all 

the questions, thinking in the classroom can shut down.  During this 

keynote, Cris will model different ways that teachers can get their 

students curious about their units of study.  Participants will be asked to 

reflect on what makes learning compelling and what they can do to 

propel their students to read and think inferentially.  

 

 

Concurrent Sessions I                       June 23, 2017 10:15 – 11:30 
 

Cris Tovani Room: Auditorium 

Title: What’s the Big Idea:  Helping Adolescent Readers Determine Importance in their Reading (6-

12) 

*FEATURED SESSION 

 

Purpose determines what's important. It also helps readers sift and sort what they pay attention to. 

Without a purpose for one's reading and teaching, it is difficult to determine what to give precious 

time to. During this breakout, teachers will explore the big ideas behind their content and curricula. 

Cris will also model different ways that teachers can use purpose to plan ahead for the varied needs 

of readers in their classes. 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Kelly Hill Room: Distance Learning Center 

UAB 

Title: “Hot Off the Press”- The Newest Picture Books of 2017 (Pre-K-5) 

In this session, participants will learn about newly published picture books, some even before they 

are released, as well as ideas for using them in the classroom. Come celebrate children’s literature! 

 

         

 
Rebecca McKay (Featured Speaker) Room: 309 

Talladega College 

Amy Richardson 

Randolph County High School 

Title: Active and Collaborative Literacy Learning: The Path to Engagement (3-5) 

Together, Amy and Rebecca collaborate to bring active literacy strategies to their students through 

innovative ways. Although separated by 50 miles, in two separate roles, Amy and Rebecca 

collaborate as they model and teach literacy in active, beautiful, and engaging classrooms. Our 

passion is immersing our students in meaningful and active literacy. We are documenting the 

strategies that work for learners no matter what age. Join Amy and Rebecca as they: share research 

on active literacy learning, lead a picture walk of active and engaged classrooms, take you into 

active literacy learning classrooms via video, demonstrate active literacy strategies, showcase 

techniques for collaboration with other teachers, and reflect with you on actions to take back home. 

 
 

         

 
Najla Albaiz Room: 311 

King Saud University 

Cora Causey 

UAB  

Title: Cultural Considerations Cannot Be Confused: We Are ESL! (PK-3) 

Learning to read requires input from both the home and school. The session will provide teachers 

with information and examples to enhance Arabic (and other ESL) students’ literacy learning 

through family-school partnerships. 

 
 

         
 

Rick Shelton - (Featured Speaker) Room: 313 

Author 

Title: Asking the Right Questions: Engaging Students for Building Vocabulary and Descriptive 

Elaboration in Writing (K-5) 

We will explore evocative questions teachers can use to enhance students’ writing in various modes.  

These questions can be used for both groups and individuals. Participants should gain a better 

understanding of the questioning processes writers use to create more descriptive, elaborative work, 

and how those questions can be communicated to their students. 
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Curtrina Jones & Angelique Archie Room: 314 

Glen Iris Elementary 

Title: The I’s Have It: Integrating Intentional Instruction (K-5) 

Participants will explore effective assignments that raise rigor, engage, and include cross-curricular 

inquiry based tasks. Analyze and create tasks that lead to student learning; differentiate assignments 

and activities, understand the purpose of an assignment; identify effective methods for integrating 

cross-curricular assignments; learn how engagement affects acquisition and learning; collect 

resources to craft effective and intentional assignments; analyze assignments to determine their level 

of effectiveness. 

 

         

 
Britani May Room: 315 

Teacher & Consultant Red Mountain Writing Project 

Title: Strategies and Discourse—Connecting and Conversing (6-12) 

The participants will learn the steps of implementation and the corresponding standards mastered by 

various discourse strategies that will promote conversation and comprehension of concepts in 

English Language Arts. The strategies will include Consensus Mapping, Senetics, and Sorting. The 

novel focus will be Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson; however, the strategies are interchangeable. 

 

         

 
Leeann Stonehouse Room: 316  

Auburn University  

Title: Come and Get It! What Food Rhetoric Can Bring to the Table for the English Language Arts 

Classroom (6-12) 

The session will discuss the benefits food rhetoric provides in the English language arts classroom 

in Southern communities. Not only does food rhetoric promote the growth of student's identities, but 

it allows for a point of commonality in a racially-charged national climate. In addition, the session 

will examine texts associated with the rhetoric of Southern food, community literacy, and place-

based education and discuss how to design the ELA curriculum to be culturally relevant. 

 

         

 

Jasmine Clisby Room: 317 

Title: Google Classroom: Going Paperless (6-12) 

This session will teach you how to: setup your google classroom site, get students signed into 

google classroom site, how to assign projects/essays to students, and how to score students. Bring 

your laptop or tablet. We will practice with an independent reading project that students can 

complete throughout the school year.  
 

         
 

Delyne Hicks Room: 318 

Title: Growing up Literate (PK-K) 

Shared Reading is much more than “reading aloud.”  It is a key teaching strategy to support 

emergent readers.  This interactive session will share a multi-day model to scaffold young readers’ 

learning.  During the session, appropriate texts and supporting classroom activities will be shared.  
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Lunch & Vendors  11:30 – 12:30 
AUTHOR SIGNING  
 

 

Concurrent Sessions II                         June 23, 2017             12:45-1:40 
 

Rebecca Kai Dotlich  Room: Auditorium 

Author 

Title: Doorways into Writing (K-6)   *FEATURED SESSION 

There is always a story, an inspiration behind the book: from journals to ideas, from conversations 

to memories, from emotions and experiences, it all goes into the mix of what becomes a book. This 

session focuses on the process of writing to give an inside look at being an author to share with your 

students. 

 

         
 

Sue Seay Room: Distance Learning Center 

Title: Building Powerful Family and Community Engagement (PK-1) 

This session will highlight the importance of building collaborative relationships with parents and 

families of young multilingual students. During this session, we will discuss research that shows 

why parental involvement plays such a vital role in student success and present proven strategies to 

achieve meaningful engagement among parents, students, and schools.  

 

         

 
Katie Watkins, Diana Prutzman, & Stephen Wolfe Room: 309 

Glen Iris Elementary 

Title: Increasing Oral Language and Writing Development through Daily News (PK-2) 

Session focuses on how to implement and facilitate Daily News into Pre-K through 2nd grade 

classrooms while focusing on the benefits and how to differentiate across grade levels. Practical 

guidelines and tips to implement and facilitate Daily News as an interactive writing activity; use of 

interactive writing as a means to scaffold writing development in young learners; facilitate oral 

language opportunities to increase student vocabulary and confidence, and integrated curriculum 

through Daily News that meets a diverse range of standards 

 
         

 

Lois Christensen & Tiffany Thomas Room: 311 

UAB 

Title: No Dogs No Dogs or Mexicans Allowed in Public Pool: Separate is Never Equal (PK-3) 

This session incorporates and enhances the concepts and reading of Duncan Tonatiuh’s important 

and vivid text about bigotry and discrimination before the 1954 Brown v. Board legislation. EC 

educators assist students to analyze historical events and figures within geographical places; 

investigate how various people arrived in this country, and the struggles and triumphs to 

do so; educators and students build knowledge about the present, connect it to the past while 

building cognitive pathways to the future; synthesize information to help students expand 

comprehension about the present and past, to contribute and make decisions for transformation 

global social justice. 
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Julie Paul Room: 313 

UAB 

Title: Activating the L1 to Complement L2 Literacy in the Diverse Classroom (PK-5) 

The use of an English Learner's (EL's) native language, L1, in an English speaking elementary 

classroom has been a debated topic. Research findings suggest that the L1 is a useful tool and 

exclusion of the L1 can have harmful effects on ELs. This presentation will provide elementary 

bilingual and monolingual teachers an insight into how they can use an EL's L1 as a tool mediated 

through bilingual reading strategies. 

 
 

         
 

Alana Dickie  Room: 314 

South Shades Crest Elementary 

Jennifer Summerlin 

UAB 

Title: Honoring Simplicity in Student-Led Research (K-5) 

Explore ways to integrate content learning with real reading and writing opportunities through 

classroom examples; be introduced to the newest titles in quality children's biographies; look at 

actual classroom examples of student-led research; brainstorm content areas and standards where 

reading and writing could be integrated 

  

         
 

David Haston Room: 315 

Somerset High School/UTSA 

Title: English is Not a Core Academic Subject (6-12) 

English is often taught as a subject to be mastered. Here, we will discuss how, instead, it is a 

foundational learning unit for all areas: establish the role of ELA in education, explore current 

pitfalls that occur in the exploration of ELA, analyze our understanding of the role of writing in 

school, practice purposeful writing and discuss how it can be used to enhance learning, and practice 

purposeful discussion and listening which will concretize and expand comprehension. 

 
 

         
 

Alicia Stokes and Jolessia Edwards Room: 316  

Carver High School 

Title: Helping ESL Newcomers in the ELA Classroom (6-12)  

Helping ESL Newcomers in the ELA Classroom  

This session will focus on ESL newcomers (Level I) students with literature and language arts. We 

will present strategies that teachers can use to assist them with the transition to the English 

language, and the skills needed to succeed in the ELA classroom. 
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Nefetari Yancy Room: 317 

W.J. Christian 

Title: Comic-con in the Classroom: Using Role Play and Writing in Social Studies (6-8) 

This session will provide three activities that strengthen middle school students' historical empathy 

and writing skills through role play. These activities also allow students to examine historical issues 

in more depth. 

 

         
  

 

James Ernest Room: 318 

UAB 

Title: Is There a Doctorate in Your Future? (All Grades) 

Interested in a Ph.D. in early childhood education? This session will describe a Ph.D. program at 

UAB; discuss the general nature of coursework and the experiences during the program; talk about 

whether the program might be a good fit for you; and what types of opportunities a Ph.D. can 

provide for your future.  

 

 

 

  

CLOSING SESSION: 1:50 – 3:00   Room:  Auditorium 

 

Keynote Address: Rebecca Kai Dotlich  
 

Introduction of Speaker  Dr. Gayle Morrison 
  Shades Mountain Elementary 
   
WAKING UP IN A HOUSE OF WORDS 

Early influences from the beginning: beloved books, songs, and hobbies all 

begin to mold and shape who a child becomes. How does childhood influence a 

writer? And what part did family and teachers play? Rebecca shows us how it 

all played a key role in her love of cobbling words together to create worlds of   

                                imagination in books and poetry for young children 
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Save the Date! 
 

MMFLC Fall Family Literacy Symposium  
October 20th 2017 at UAB Hill Student Center 

Registration $75, lunch included  
(Registration opening soon) 

 
Featuring:  

Dr. Kathy Grant 
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Submit your manuscript for publication in the MidSouth Literacy 

Journal! Practitioner articles, research articles, literature reviews, and 

book reviews are accepted. Visit the website for manuscript guidelines.  

 
 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Session materials for the 2017 

MidSouth Reading and Writing 

Conference can be accessed online 

at: www.uab.edu/mmflc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE – SEE YOU IN 2018! 

Fall Issue published November 1. Submissions due by July 31. 

Spring Issue published May 1. Submissions due by January 31. 

 

www.uab.edu/mmflc 
 

 

 

Access the MidSouth 
Literacy Journal free 
through the Maryann 

Manning Family Literacy 
Center website!  
uab.edu/mmflc 

 

http://www.uab.edu/mmflc
http://www.uab.edu/mmflc
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CONFERENCE NOTES: 
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CONFERENCE NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	On behalf of UAB Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center, MidSouth Reading and Writing Conference Committee, The Red Mountain Writing Project, LexAmi, Alabama Reading Association, and many other organizations that make this event possible, welcome to t...
	Please note the following:
	Lynne Dorfman - Lynne works as an educational consultant. For more than 30 years, she taught in Upper Moreland School District in many capacities, most recently as a literacy coach. She is a co-director of the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Proje...
	Rebecca Kai Dotlich - Rebecca is a children’s poet and picture book author of titles such as What Can a Crane Pick Up? which received a starred review from Publishers Weekly, What is Science? (an AAAS Subaru SB&F prize finalist), Bella and Bean (an SC...
	Title: Knowledge Does Not Always Equal Understanding
	This interactive session will focus on the meaningful integration of science, technology, engineering, the arts, math, and content area literacy to support the construction of knowledge and understanding for all learners.

