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Greetings 

 
On behalf of UAB Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center, MidSouth Reading and Writing 

Conference Committee, The Red Mountain Writ ing Project ,  LexAmi, Alabama Reading 
Association, and many other organizations that make this event possible, welcome to the 29th 
MidSouth Reading and Writing Conference!  We are thrilled you have joined us for yet another 
year of dynamic professional growth.  
Please note the following: 

• The format of the conference is the same each day. 
• Make a second choice in case you find your first choice is full. 
• Consider bringing a cushion for your comfort.  
• Professional Growth certificates can be found in the back of the program.  
• Consider a donation to the Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center. We want to 

continue her legacy. 
 This event would not be possible without the support of the following organizations: 
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Education, Birmingham City Schools, 
and the vendors. Please take time to visit our vendors. Enjoy the conference to its fullest; we 
are glad you are here! 
 
Our best wishes for the upcoming school year,  
MidSouth Steering Committee 

 
         

 
MidSouth Steering Committee, 2018 

 
Janet Bavonese Leslie Cowell Carol Donovan 
Kelly Hill Melanie Henderson Amy Hoagland  
Lou Anne Jacobs Lynn Kirkland Lorie Johnson 
Rebecca McKay Gayle Morrison                              Sharonica Nelson 
Allison Newton Pat Nix Julie Paul 
Tonya Perry Dominique Prince Diana Prutzman 
Sue Seay Toni Shay Michele Jean Sims 
Brandi Smith                                 Joel Smith Jennifer Summerlin 
Cecil Teague Clark Underbakke Katie Watkins 
Alisha Wheeler Kristie Williams                              
   

 

         
 

MidSouth Vendors 
 

Okapi / Flying Start, LexAmi     Alabama Literacy Association 
Capstone Classroom, LexAmi    UAB, Curriculum & Instruction 
Collaborative Literacy, LexAmi    Little Professor Book Center 
BBB Educational Enterprises, Inc 
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Dr. Maryann Murphy Manning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 29th Annual MidSouth Reading and Writing Institute is dedicated with love and 

admiration to Dr. Maryann Murphy Manning. She began her career as an energetic and passionate 
classroom teacher in Nebraska. Maryann’s career choices would eventually lead her to the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham where she spread her love of literacy and learning to 
teachers, colleagues, professional friends and graduate students. Her dedication and commitment to 
lifelong learning were contagious. MidSouth became her venue for bringing prominent educators to 
the Southeast, enlightening our views on literacy education for all learners.  
 

Maryann was elected International Reading Association’s President for the year 2015- 2016. 
She was excited about sharing her goals for the organization and literacy learning around the world. 
She passed away while participating in the Asian Literacy Conference in Bali, Indonesia. She died 
while doing what she loved! It was also foreseeable that in 2015, IRA would present her with a 
special service award for her long time, dedicated service to the organization. Later, the IRA 
Maryann Murphy Manning Outstanding Volunteer Service Award was endowed and is given 
annually to dedicated members who have a lifelong commitment to the Association. 
 

Maryann’s accomplishments and acts of generosity knew no bounds. Her longtime friend 
and colleague, Kenneth Goodman, offered words of encouragement to all who admire and miss 
her—We owe it to Maryann to renew our own commitment to carry on where she left off. The best 
tribute we can give her is to try to fill the void she left with our own hard work.  The Maryann 
Manning Family Literacy Center has been established as a means to continue her work. 
 

Thank you, Maryann! We love you! We miss you!
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Mid-South 2018 Keynote Speakers 
	

 
Tasha Tropp Laman – Tasha Tropp Laman is an associate professor in 
the Department of Early Childhood and Elementary at the University of 
Louisville.  Dr. Tropp Laman’s research examines the literacy learning 
of elementary-aged children identified as English Learners in general 
and multilingual children’s literacy learning opportunities in particular. 
She is the author of From ideas to words: Writing strategies for English 
Language Learners published by Heinemann in 2013. Her work has 
appeared in journals such as The Reading Teacher, Language Arts, 
Equity and Excellence in Education and Research in the Teaching of 
English. Dr. Tropp Laman supports classroom teachers through 
professional development in developing best practices for facilitating 
literacies across the languages they speak. Dr. Tropp Laman is a former 
elementary classroom teacher and Peace Corps volunteer and worked in 
Belize, Central America as a teacher educator.  

 
 
 

	
Alfred Tatum – Dr. Alfred W. Tatum, Dean of the College of 
Education at University of Illinois at Chicago, is a foremost 
expert on the literacy development of African American boys. 
He has authored more than 65 publications on adolescent 
literacy, reading, writing, reading engagement, and the roles of 
texts in the lives of students in grades 3-12. Alfred authored the 
award-winning book, Teaching Reading to Black Adolescent 
Males: Closing the Achievement Gap. His second book, Reading 
for Their Life: (Re) building the Textual Lineages of African 
American Males was published in 2009. His most recent 
book, Fearless Voices: Engaging a New Generation of African 

American Adolescent Male Writers, was published in 2013. He is also an author on 
reading and writing programs used with millions of students throughout the US. His 
current research focuses on the roles of texts and writing to advance the literacy 
development of African American males in grades, 3, 4, and 5. 
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Ellin Keene – Ellin Oliver Keene has been a classroom teacher, staff 
developer, non-profit director, and adjunct professor of reading and 
writing. For sixteen years she directed staff development initiatives at 
the Denver-based Public Education & Business Coalition. She served 
as Deputy Director and Director of Literacy and Staff Development for 
the Cornerstone Project at the University of Pennsylvania for four 
years. Ellin works with schools and districts throughout the country 
and abroad with an emphasis on long-term, school-based professional 
development and strategic planning for literacy learning. She serves as 
senior advisor at Heinemann, overseeing the Heinemann Fellows 
initiative and is the editor of the Heinemann Professional Development 
Catalog-Journal. 

	
Ellin is author of Engaging Children: Igniting the Drive for Deeper Learning (2018), is co-editor 
and co-author of The Teacher You Want to Be: Essays about Children, Learning, and Teaching 
(Heinemann, 2015); co-editor of the Not This, but That series (Heinemann, 2013 - 2015); author of 
Talk About Understanding: Rethinking Classroom Talk to Enhance Understanding (Heinemann, 
2012), To Understand: New Horizons in Reading Comprehension (Heinemann, 2008), co-author of 
Comprehension Going Forward (Heinemann, 2011), Mosaic of Thought: The Power of 
Comprehension Strategy Instruction, 2nd edition (Heinemann, 2007, 1st edition, 1997) and author 
of Assessing Comprehension Thinking Strategies (Shell Educational Books, 2006). In addition, she 
is the author of numerous chapters for professional books and journals on the teaching of reading as 
well as education policy journals. Ellin is a Heinemann PD provider, presenting one-day workshops, 
webinars series, and all forms of on-site PD. She is most sought after for her long-term professional 
development residencies in partnership with Heinemann Professional Development. 
 
 

	
Charles Ghigna – Charles Ghigna, or Father Goose®, lives in a 
treehouse in the middle of Alabama. He is the author of more than 
100 books from Random House, Simon & Schuster, Time Inc., 
Disney, Hyperion, Scholastic, Abrams, Boyds Mills Press, 
Charlesbridge, Capstone, Orca and other publishers, and more than 
5,000 poems for children and adults in newspapers and magazines 
ranging from The New Yorker and Harper’s to Highlights and 
Cricket. He served as poet-in-residence and chair of creative writing 
at the Alabama School of Fine Arts, instructor of creative writing at 
Samford University, poetry editor of English Journal for the 
National Council of Teachers of English, and as a nationally 

syndicated poetry feature writer for Tribune Media Services. He speaks at schools, conferences, 
libraries, and literary events throughout the U.S. and overseas, and has read his poems at The 
Library of Congress, The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the American Library in 
Paris, the American School in Paris, and the International Schools of South America. For more 
information, visit his website at FatherGoose.com 
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Thursday,	June	14,	2018		 		Day-at-a-Glance	
	

TIME ACTIVITY ROOM 
8:00 – 8:30 Registration, Exhibits, and Grab-and-Go Breakfast snack provided by ALA  

8:30 – 8:45 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 
Auditorium 8:45 – 10:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS:   

Tasha Tropp Laman:  Knowing and Being Known: Building a Community of Writers 
10:15 – 11:30 CONCURRENT SESSIONS I (75 MINUTES)  

 TASHA TROPP LAMAN   *FEATURED SESSION  
“I didn’t know I had poems inside me”:  The Power of Poetry to Reach and Teach Multilingual 
Writers 

Auditorium 

 Jennifer Ponder - Models and Mentors for Building Scientific Understanding (PK-5) 
 

Distance 
Learning 

Center 
 Theresa Patterson - Connecting Vocabulary: The World From our Front Porch (PK-3) 311 
 Katie Liggett - 20 Innovative Reading Strategies that Stick 313 
 Alisha Wheeler - New Word Knowledge: Strategies for Teaching Diverse Learners (2-5) 314 
 Jennifer Summerlin and panel presenters-  More Alike than Different:  Using Quality 

Literature to Promote REAL TALK in the Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary 
Classroom (PK-12) 

315 

 Candice Byers - Blended Learning Stations in the Secondary Classroom (6-12) 316 
 Dana Jacobson - Supporting Students’ Self-Efficacy Through Writing Task Deconstruction (6-

12) 317 

 Kristie Williams - Using Service Learning Projects to Promote 21st Century Reading and 
Writing Skills (6-12) 318 

 Joel Smith – Trans-disciplinary Enrichment is Better than Intervention for Special Needs 
Students (PK-5) 319 

 Rebecca McKay & Amy Richardson - Digital Portfolios: Catching Good Work in Action (4-
12) 321 

11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH & VENDORS Lunchroom  
12:45 – 1:40 CONCURRENT SESSIONS II (55 MINUTES)  

 ALFRED TATUM   *FEATURED SESSION 
Using a Multidimensional Reading Model That Advances the Literacy Development of African 
American Boys in the Elementary Grades 

Auditorium 

 Lorie Johnson, Lisa Clayton, Linda Armstrong - From Brave Girl to Turning 15 on the Road 
to Freedom: How Powerful Mentor Texts Can Inspire Students to Read and Write (PK-5) 

Distance 
Learning 

Center 
 Louanne Jacobs - Creating Spaces for Constructing Empathy and Prosocial Behavior using 

Holocaust/Shoah Literature for Children and Young Adults (PK-12) 311 

 Laura Bloom - Oh the Stories We Can Tell: DAP of Literacy in the Pre-k Classroom (PK) 313 
 Jameka Thomas - Processing through Poetry: Using Cinquain Poetry to Process Content-Area 

Concepts (6-12) 314 

 Poster Session – Gallery of Literacy Perspectives 315 
 Amanda Hilsmier, Amy Hoaglund, & Karen Birkenfeld - Pathway to Graduation: A Summer 

Reading Intervention Project for Middle School Students (6-12) 316 

 Britani May - Texting to the Text:  A Lesson in Using Dialectical Journals with Commentary as 
a Close Reading Strategy (6-12) 317 

 Sonjanika Henderson - Financial Literacy in the Secondary Classroom (6-12) 318 
 Lauren Rollins, Carol Donovan, & Nicole Swoszowski - Using Alternative Contexts to 

Promote Pre-Service Teachers’ Understanding of Writing and Behavioral Interventions (K-5) 319 

 Mary Rountree - Growth Mindset:  Embracing Struggle to Achieve Success in Literacy (PK-8) 321 

1:50 – 3:00 

CLOSING SESSION:    
KEYNOTE: ALFRED TATUM - Nurturing the Reading, Writing, and Intellectual Development of 
Struggling and Non-Struggling Readers Auditorium 
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Friday, June 15, 2018      Day-at-a-Glance 
 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOM 
8:00 – 8:30 Registration,  Exhibits, and Grab-and-Go Breakfast provided by ALA   
8:30 – 8:45 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 

Auditorium 8:45 – 10:00 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  
ELLIN KEENE - Engaging Children: The Role of Engagement in Comprehension 

10:15 – 11:30 CONCURRENT SESSIONS I (75 MINUTES)  
 ELLIN KEENE *FEATURED SESSION - New Horizons in Comprehension Teaching and 

Learning 
Auditorium 

 Kelly Hill - Hot Off the Press! - The Newest Picture Books for 2018 (PK-5) Distance 
Learning 

Center 
 Frances Hamilton- Improve Science AND Language Arts Instruction Through Integration? 

We “Shell” Do Just That! (PK-5) 311 

 Kristen Leonard- The Hidden Power of Family Dialogue Journals in Engaging Family 
Literacy Connections (PK-5) 313 

 Kandye Jones- Multi-Sensory Made Easy! (PK-5) 314 
 Dana Jacobson- Using Hip-Hop to Engage Students and Develop Literacy Through 

Argument Writing and Debate  315 

 Felicia Johnson- Reading History, Writing the Future (3-8) 316 

 Brandi Smith & Amanda Rodriguez - Building Emotional and Leadership Capacity with 
Secondary Emergent Bilingual Students (6-12) 317 

 Brooke Veazey- Google Forms: Streamlining your ELA Classroom! (3-12) 318 

 Diana Prutzman & Katie Watkins-  Development of Oral Language Through Authentic 
Literacy Centers (PK-3) 319 

 Rebecca McKay & Amy Richardson - PD in Your Pajamas (PK-12) 321 

11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH & VENDORS Lunchroom  
12:45 – 1:40 CONCURRENT SESSIONS II (55 MINUTES)  

 CHARLES GHIGNA  - *FEATURED SESSION  New Poetry Anthologies for Teaching 
Reading & Writing (PreK - 8th Grade) Auditorium 

 Lois Christensen & Monisha Moore- Reading, Writing, and Voting (K-5) Distance 
Learning 

Center 
 Alice Henry - The Magic of Read Aloud Books (PK-3) 311 
 Allyson Pitzel, Carol Donovan, Millie Carr, & Leslie Price - Print-Rich Environments for 

Early Literacy Learning (Preschool-K) 313 

 Annette Mohon & Grace Jepkemboi - Family Involvement: Partnerships in Literacy and 
Health (PK-12) 314 

 Julie Paul & Kiffany Gebhardt - ESL Educators Serving as ESL Coaches in the Early 
Childhood Setting (PK-12) 315 

 Janet Bavonese, Lynn Kirkland, & Rebecca McKay - Literacy Campfire Talk: Exploring 
the Gaps in Teacher Preparation (PK-12) 316 

 Lisa Stewart & Kyia Stewart - Reading & Writing, edTPA, and NBPTS: A Collaborative 
Journey (3-12)  317 

 Erin Gilchrist - Aesthetic Classroom Environments Conducive for Creative Writing (6-12) 318 
 Mariah Weber - Using Music to Build Content and Vocabulary for English Language 

Learners (PK-3) 319 

 Jessica Relph - Improving Student Writing Through Code-switching (6-12) 321 

1:50 – 3:00 CLOSING SESSION:   
CHARLES GHIGNA - POETRY: THE MAGIC CARPET IN YOUR CLASSROOM Auditorium 
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Thursday, June 14, 2018 
 

8:00 - 3:00 Registration and Exhibits 
 
8:30 – 8:45  
Welcome   Dr. Kelly Hill, Conference Chair 
  UAB, MMFLC Co-Director 
 
  Dr. Lynn Kirkland 
  UAB School of Education, Dean  
 
Opening Remarks   Dr. Nettles, Principal                    
  George W. Carver High School 
  
Introduction of Keynote Speaker Dr. Kelly Hill 
 UAB, MMFLC Co-Director  
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote Address:   8:45 – 10:00 Room:  Auditorium 
    
 

Tasha Tropp Laman: “Knowing and Being Known: Building a Community of 
Writers” 
 
Creating effective writing instruction and curriculum begins with knowing 
students. In this session, participants will learn strategies for building on and from 
children’s language(s) and their lives in order to cultivate lifelong writers.  
 
 

 
Concurrent Sessions I                         June 14, 2018 10:15 – 11:30 
 
Tasha Tropp Laman Room: Auditorium 
Associate Professor 
*FEATURED SESSION 
Title: “I didn’t know I had poems inside me”:  The Power of Poetry to Reach and Teach 
Multilingual Writers 
While many educators are scared of poetry, children love it! In this session, participants will learn 
how to create a unit of study in poetry that can support bilingual writing, enhance narrative writing, 
and support strong non-fiction writing.  
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Jennifer Ponder       Distance Learning Center 
UAB 
Title: Models and Mentors for Building Scientific Understanding (PK-5) 
This interactive session will focus on the meaningful integration of science, technology, 
engineering, the arts, math, non-fiction writing, and content area literacy to support the construction 
of scientific knowledge and understanding for all learners.   
 
 

         
 
 
Theresa Patterson      Room: 311 
Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education 
Title: Connecting Vocabulary: The World from our Front Porch (PK-3)  
Connecting Vocabulary: Teachers will learn about the brain stimulants relating to 
vocabulary building; teachers will explore literature relating to the state of Alabama, and from their 
reading, teachers will work in groups to develop activities based on their chosen book. 

 
         

 
Katie Liggett       Room: 313 
Lipscomb Elementary School 
Brentwood, TN 
Title: 20 Innovative Reading Strategies that Stick 
Participants will learn 20 new reading strategies to use in their reading instruction. Captivate 
students with original posters and strategy stickers! Come meet the Tackling Tiger Shark, 
Vocabulary Vulture, Thinking Turtle, Vowel Owl,  Questioning Quail, and Synthesizing Sturgeon. 
 

         
 

Alisha Wheeler Room: 314 
Hoover City 
Title: New Word Knowledge: Strategies for Teaching Diverse Learners (2-5) 
Studies have shown that students learn a plethora of vocabulary when they interact with their peers. 
Allowing students to work collaboratively gives them the opportunity to build communication skills. 
It also creates a classroom environment in which students can feel safe to discuss their 
learning through sharing their thoughts and making deep connections to the content. Vocabulary 
lessons can be engaging and fun for students! In this session, teachers will learn how to effectively 
share new vocabulary with students using pictures, communication, and gesturing. 
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Jennifer Summerlin  Room: 315 
Eleanor Walker, Heather Cates, & Taylor Wall 
UAB 
Title: More Alike than Different: Using Quality Literature to Promote REAL TALK in the Early 
Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Classroom (PK-12) 
Panel Discussion with Jennifer Summerlin, Heather Cates (Mountain Brook-Brookwood Forrest 
1st grade), Eleanor Walker (Mountain Brook-Brookwood Forest 2nd Grade), Taylor Wall 
(Restoration Academy, Fairfield 2nd Grade), and Tracey Cole (Mountain Brook-Brookwood Forrest 
6th grade). Enjoy a discussion of innovative ways to incorporate quality children’s and young adult 
literature within the early childhood, elementary, and secondary classroom setting.  Learn about 
newly published books for supporting real and relevant classroom conversations. 
 

         
 

Candice Byers      Room: 316 
Odenville Middle School/UAB 
Title: Blended Learning Stations in the Secondary Classroom (6-12) 
This session will focus on how to effectively use the station rotation model in the middle and high 
school classroom with blended learning. 
 

         
 
Dana Jacobson  Room: 317 
Shades Valley High School 
Title: Supporting Students’ Self-Efficacy Through Writing Task Deconstruction (6-12) 
This hands-on session will take participants through the deconstruction task that students would 
complete with strategically-timed opportunities to discuss instructional tips and the rationale behind 
key instructional activities that are designed to increase students’ awareness of the writing task and 
its components through rubric-based task deconstruction and backwards planning. 
 

         
 
Kristie Williams  Room: 318 
Title: Using Service Learning Projects to Promote 21st Century Reading and Writing Skills (6-12) 
Teachers will learn how to cultivate student voice as an agent of change and impetus to action by 
utilizing project-based methodologies that support Common Core Anchor Literacy Standards and 
NCTE’s position statements in writing and 21st Century Literacies with steps for implementing a 
service learning project in the ELA classroom. The presenter will share a series of activities to 
engage students in service-learning projects that can impact their communities and the world around 
them to foster a variety of opportunities for all students to write for different reasons and in various 
modalities for a wide range of audiences using various rhetorical skills.  
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Joel Smith       Room: 319 
Birmingham City Schools 
Title: Trans-disciplinary Enrichment is Better than Intervention for Special Needs Students 
Join Birmingham City Schools’ 2018-2019 Elementary Teacher of the year to find out why "finding 
the smart" works better for him than scripted intervention programs, why he has to teach math and 
reading at the same time, and a few strategies to meet social-emotional needs. 
 

         
 
Rebecca McKay      Room: 321 
Talladega College 
Amy Richardson 
Randolph County High School  
Title: Digital Portfolios: Catching Good Work in Action (4-12) 
This session is for teachers who are educating 21st Century Learners. Teachers will explore how to 
lead students in creating digital portfolios; how to collect evidence of learning for portfolios; will 
discuss critical focus points for students’ digital portfolios that includes students’ reflections; and 
discuss opportunities for students to USE digital portfolios for authentic experiences to practice 
speaking and listening skills. 
  

         
 
 
Lunch & Vendors  11:30 – 12:30 
AUTHOR SIGNING  
 
Concurrent Sessions II June 14, 2018 12:45 – 1:40 
 
Alfred Tatum       Room: Auditorium 
Dean, College of Education, The University of Illinois at Chicago        
Title: Using	a	Multidimensional	Reading	Model	That	Advances	the	Literacy	Development	of	African	
American	Boys	in	the	Elementary	Grades		 	 	 	 *FEATURED SESSION	
In	this	session,	I	will	describe	how	the	reading	and	writing	development	of	African	American	boys	
were	accelerated	during	1-hour	instructional	periods.	Attention	will	be	given	to	nurturing	boys'	
social	and	scientific	consciousness	using	texts	from	ten	academic	disciplines.	Instructional	and	
curricular	implications	will	be	discussed.		
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Lorie Johnson      Room: Distance Learning Center 
Lisa Clayton 
Linda Armstrong 
University of North Alabama 
Title: From Brave Girl to Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: How Powerful Mentor Texts Can 
Inspire Students to Read and Write (PK-5) 
Are you looking for new ways to inspire reluctant or striving readers and writers? In this session, we 
will present a variety of powerful nonfiction children's literature and innovative strategies for using 
these texts to inspire your young readers and writers. Strategies will include tips for using these 
mentor texts to inspire powerful dialogue and to engage in inquiry circles and research sessions - 
and even action. 
 

         
 
Louanne Jacobs Room: 311 
Birmingham-Southern College 
Title: Creating Spaces for Constructing Empathy and Prosocial Behavior using Holocaust/Shoah 
Literature for Children and Young Adults (PK-12) 
This workshop will provide participants with constructivist rationale and practical tools for 
exploring Holocaust/Shoah literature for children and young adults as prelude for political, social, 
educational, and religious activism. Participants will gain access to a searchable database of 
available literature, a teacher/parent/librarian-friendly annotated bibliography, and suggestions for 
teaching for activism through constructivist pedagogy. 
 

         
 
 
Laura Bloom Room: 313 
University of Montevallo 
Title: Oh the Stories We Can Tell: DAP of Literacy in the Pre-k Classroom (PK) 
This presentation will provide a practical overview of what developmentally appropriate practice of 
literacy looks like in the pre-k classroom.  
 
 

         
 
Jameka Thomas Room: 314 
RMWP 
Title: Processing through Poetry: Using Cinquain Poetry to Process Content-Area Concepts 
Reading and writing should be the foundation of every academic class but can be met with some 
anxiousness by content-area teachers. Short writing tasks such as cinquains will be demonstrated 
and shared for the areas of English Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science accompanied by 
student work samples in each of those areas. 
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Poster Sessions – Gallery of Literacy Perspectives Room: 315 
Kaitlyn Allen: Building Relationships and Literacy through Family Dialogue Journals 
Paulina Haskins: How do students respond to music in the classroom? 
Chelsea Herndon: Integrating Magazine Articles in Science, Social Studies, English Language  

Arts, and Math: How it Impacts Students’ Perspectives of Nonfiction Reading 
Heather Phillips: Filmmaking and Literacy  
Allison Pitzel, Lauren Rollins, & Carol Donavan: Developmentally Appropriate Alphabet  

Learning Experiences in Preschool: Engagement is Key 
Jessica Smith: Paths to Family Engagement  
Maci Swindle: To What Extent Does Homogenous and Heterogeneous Groupings Effect  

Kindergarteners' Academic Achievement? 
Mary Towns, Sara Gallman, & Diamond Murphy: Using Trade Books in the Classrom 

         
 
Amanda Hilsmier      Room: 316 
Amy Hoaglund 
Karen Birkenfeld 
Samford University 
Title: Pathway to Graduation: A Summer Reading Intervention Project for Middle School Students 
(6-12) 
This presentation will provide an overview of a 5-year summer reading intervention project for 
middle school students who are struggling readers and exhibit behavioral deficits. The purpose of 
the summer program was twofold: to intervene with struggling readers;  to use a social skills 
component to develop motivational skills in participants. 
 

         
 
Britani May       Room: 317 
Pleasant Grove High School/RMWP 
Title: Texting to the Text: A Lesson in Using Dialectical Journals with Commentary as a Close 
Reading Strategy (6-12) 
This session will explain the purpose for, the use in, and the writing of dialectical journals as a close 
reading strategy.  Dialectical journals take annotation to a whole new level! It will also go another 
step further and include categorizing commentary in order to expound on a writing product 
assessment.   
 

         
 
Sonjanika Henderson Room: 318 
RMWP 
Title: Financial Literacy in the Secondary Classroom (6-12) 
This workshop will share ideas on helping students become financially literate. It will share 
financial literacy activities and project ideas. It is imperative that students learn as early as middle 
school how to budget, manage, save money, and protect their credit.  
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Lauren Rollins Room: 319 
Carol Donovan 
Nicole Swoszowski 
The University of Alabama 
Title: Using Alternative Contexts to Promote Pre-Service Teachers’ Understanding of Writing and 
Behavioral Interventions (K-5) 
The presenters will discuss the effects of pre-service teacher experiences on building needed skills 
to support struggling learners’ writing development and behavioral concerns.  
 
 

         
 
Mary Rountree      Room: 321  
Shelby County Schools 
Title: Growth Mindset: Embracing Struggle to Achieve Success in Literacy (PK-8) 
The participants in this session will achieve exposure to the concepts of having a growth mindset, 
the benefits of teaching growth mindset, and how to implement the beginnings into the classroom 
and school enviornment. 
 

         
 
CLOSING SESSION: 1:50 – 3:00          Room: Auditorium  
 
Introduction of Speaker:      Dr. Tonya Perry 
         Chair, C & I 
Keynote Address: Alfred Tatum 
 
	

Alfred Tatum: “Nurturing	the	Reading,	Writing,	and	Intellectual	
Development	of	Struggling	and	Non-Struggling	Readers”  
 
Too	many	of	our	nation's	children	are	failed	with	impunity.	However,	our	
responses	to	this	dilemma	have	missed	the	marked,	further	contributing	to	
blockages	to	advanced	levels	of	reading	and	writing	and	personal	
development.	In	this	session,	I	will	discuss	reading,	writing	and	text	practices	
that	move	elementary	and	adolescent	students	to	read	and	write	with	greater	
vigor.	Attention	will	be	given	to	a	multidimensional	reading	model	that	

teachers	can	adapt	to	their	practices.	Sample	artifacts	and	lessons	involving	African	American	boys	
will	be	shared	and	discussed.	 
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Friday, June 15, 2018  
 

8:00 - 3:00                                                                             Exhibits     
 
8:30 – 8:45  
Welcome   Dr. Kelly Hill, Conference Chair 
  UAB MMFLC Co-Director 
 
Opening Remarks                                      Dr. Lynn Kirkland 
                                     UAB School of Education, Dean 
 
Maryann Manning Family Literacy Center Dr. Jennifer Summerlin  
  UAB MMFLC Co-Director  
   
Keynote Speaker Introduction                                     Dr. Rebecca McKay 
                                     Talladega College SOE, Dean 
 
Keynote Address:   8:45 – 10:00 Room: Auditorium 
 

Ellin Keene:“Engaging Children: The Role of Engagement in 
Comprehension” 

Can students be taught to understand deeply? How do we fully engage 
students in their work? In what ways can we model deep understanding and 
engagement? In this keynote, we will explore new thinking about 
intellectual engagement and the relationship between engagement and 
understanding. We will discuss a range of ways in which teachers and 
students can share responsibility for engagement through modeling and the 
use of the Outcomes of Understanding. 

 
 
Concurrent Sessions I                       June 15, 2018 10:15 – 11:30 
 
Ellin Keene Room: Auditorium 
Title: New Horizons in Comprehension Teaching and Learning      *FEATURED SESSION 
What's new in the comprehension world? Is comprehension strategy instruction relevant in a post 
CCSS world? How can teachers orient their instruction for deeper and more permanent learning? In 
this session, participants will explore their own comprehension and will engage in discussion about 
the most up-to-date teaching tactics for narrative and informational text comprehension in grades K-
8. 
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Kelly Hill Room: Distance Learning Center 
UAB 
Title: “Hot Off the Press”- The Newest Picture Books for 2018 (Pre-K-5) 
In this session, participants will learn about newly published picture books, some even before they 
are released, as well as ideas for using them in the classroom. Come celebrate children’s literature! 
 
 

         
 

Frances Hamilton Room: 311 
University of Alabama in Huntsville 
Title: Improve Science AND Language Arts Instruction Through Integration? We “Shell” Do Just 
That! (PK-5) 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will engage in activities that incorporate the exploration of 
seashells and children’s books to enhance student learning in science and language arts 
simultaneously. 

 

         
 

Kristen Leonard  Room: 313 
Vestavia Hills City Schools 
Title: The Hidden Power of Family Dialogue Journals in Engaging Family Literacy Connections 
(PK-5) 
Participants will be engaged in a hands-on session where they personally experience the power of 
the family dialogue journal in engaging family literacy connections.  Family dialogue journals are 
influential tools for all ages and grade levels.  Participants will acquire new knowledge regarding the 
research behind this method to foster family literacy.  Everyone will leave the session with a simple 
method to put into action in their own classrooms as soon as they walk out the door. 
 

         
 

 
Kandye Jones Room: 314 
Johnson Elementary 
Title: Multi-Sensory Made Easy! (PK-5) 
This workshop will help you incorporate items from around the house or classroom into whole, 
small, or stations to easily promote multi-sensory learning.  
 

         
 
 
Dana Jacobson Room: 315 
Shades Valley High School 
Title: Using Hip-Hop to Engage Students and Develop Literacy through Argument Writing and Debate 
This session will cover the use of hip-hop, its history and related social justice issues, to engage students by 
meeting them where they are and exploring their interests as the means to developing literacy 
skills.  Emphasis will be placed on scaffolding learners and differentiating instruction. Assessments that will 
be covered include short focused research, multimedia presentations, and debate. 
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Felicia Johnson Room: 316  
RMWP 
Title: Reading History, Writing the Future (3-8) 
This session helps teachers use historical content and text to effectively teach four modes of writing: 
opinion, argumentative, narrative, and informative. 
 

         
 

Brandi Smith Room: 317 
Amanda Rodriguez 
Alabaster City Schools 
Title: Building Emotional and Leadership Capacity with Secondary Emergent Bilingual Students 
(6-12) 
Emergent Bilingual students are often classified based on their deficits, and the focus of school is 
often on learning English only.  In this session, we discuss how to connect with EBs who are 
experiencing the effects of trauma and culture shock to increase their engagement in the classroom. 
Determine ways that you can use resources in your school to establish programs that empower EBs 
to become not only bilingual, but also resumé builders. 
 

         
 

 

Brooke Veazey Room: 318  
Shelby County Schools 
Title: Google Forms-Streamlining your ELA Classroom! (3-12) 
Google Forms has the potential to disrupt the norm and open the doors to new opportunities for 
teachers to conduct writing conferences, request student feedback, and assess student learning. From 
Google Form creation to conferencing with a student or parent, these tips and tricks will save the 
classroom teacher time and energy. Additionally, handwritten anecdotal notes will be a thing of the 
past. Keep all your records digitally organized and at your fingertips with Google Forms. 
Participants will need to have a Gmail account OR a G-suite for Education account (school 
account). 
 
 

         
 
Diana Prutzman Room: 319 
Katie Watkins 
Birmingham City Schools 
Title: Development of Oral Language Through Authentic Literacy Centers (PK-3) 
This session will demonstrate how oral language will grow and develop in all students through the 
use of authentic literacy centers with a particular focus on emergent bilingual students within a 
translanguaging stance. 
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Rebecca McKay 
Talladega College      Room: 321 
Amy Richardson 
Randolph County High School  
Title: PD in Your Pajamas (PK-12) 
In just a few months, it will be time for EducateAlabama’s Self-Assessment. Teachers will explore 
and discover ways to use social media to further develop their individualized goals in order to get a 
head start on completing their beginning-of-the-year self-assessment and professional learning plan. 
Teachers will use Facebook, Twitter, and Podcasts to further develop their craft while at the same 
time connecting with top educators (and authors) from all over the world. Teachers will begin the 
year with evidence to immediately add to their EducateAlabama portal. Moreover, teachers will be 
able to plan and put into practice continuous opportunities to implement new learning throughout 
the school year instead of waiting on teacher in-service professional development. 
 

         
 
 
Lunch & Vendors  11:30 – 12:30 
AUTHOR SIGNING  
 
 

Concurrent Sessions II                         June 15, 2018             12:45-1:40 
 
Charles Ghigna  Room: Auditorium 
Author *FEATURED SESSION 
Title:  New Poetry Anthologies for Teaching Reading & Writing (PreK - 8th Grade) 
A lively presentation of new and classic poetry anthologies	and how to use them for reading and 
writing activities in the classroom.	
 

         
 

Lois Christensen Room: Distance Learning Center 
UAB 
Monisha Moore 
Jasper City Schools 
Title: Reading, Writing, and Voting (K-5) 
How do young learners best write and read about voting rights? Educators will apply learned 
information, innovative inquiry strategies for students to assemble and create presentations about 
students involved in ending segregation, achieving voting rights, and how to offer students practice 
of the democratic civic action issues through reading and writing.    
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Alice Henry Room: 311 
Retired, Fulton County School System 
Title: The Magic of Read Aloud Books (PK-3) 
When you find a book that transforms busy young learners into active learners, it is magical. In my 
30 plus years of teaching PreK-8, I was always amazed at the power of a good book. Picture books, 
big and small, along with poetry, chants, and rhymes will be used to demonstrate the magical power 
of using books to motive, encourage, and inspire young listeners.  
 
 

         
 
 
Allyson Pitzel Room: 313 
Carol Donovan 
Millie Carr  
Leslie Price 
The University of Alabama 
Title: Print-Rich Environments for Early Literacy Learning (Preschool-K) 
This session focuses on developing print-rich environments for early literacy learning in homes and 
classrooms.  
 

         
 

Annette Mohon 
Alabama A&M University Room: 314 
Grace Jepkemboi 
UAB 
Title: Family Involvement: Partnerships in Literacy and Health (PK-12) 
This presentation will describe how educators and families can develop mutual partnership to 
support children's literacy skills and healthy habits 
 

         
 

Julie Paul 
UAB Room: 315 
Kiffany Gebhardt 
Shelby County Schools 
Title: ESL Educators Serving as ESL Coaches in the Early Childhood Setting (PK-12) 
This presentation explores how the Alabama Reflective Coaching Model was used to train ESL 
educators as coaches for pre- and in-service teachers with limited experience in educating students 
who are Emergent Bilinguals.  
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Janet Bavonese Room: 316  
Jacksonville State University 
Lynn Kirkland 
UAB 
Rebecca McKay 
Talladega College 
 
Title: Literacy Campfire Talk: Exploring the Gaps in Teacher Preparation (PK-12) 
This session explores the perceptions and realities of preparing preservice teachers to meet the 
demands of active literacy instruction in PK-12 classrooms. The 2018 International Literacy 
Association What’s Hot in Literacy Report identified preservice teacher preparation as ranked No. 
12 among hot topics but No. 3 in importance. The gap represented between the importance and 
attention is the virtual space to be explored in this campfire talk.  
 

         
 
Lisa Stewart       Room: 317 
Kyia Stewart 
UAB 
Title: Reading & Writing: edTPA and NBPTS: A Collaborative Journey (3-12) 
Secondary teachers sometimes experience time constraints, block schedules, and the student count 
of 100 students – which contrasts from the elementary teachers’ experience of smaller student count 
for different time constraints. Additionally, reading and writing on the secondary level can have its 
own complexities. The essential question is: What can we learn about reading and writing from each 
other? How can elementary and secondary learn from each other? Can these two levels coexist 
while planning, implementing, and reflecting upon practices AND completing edTPA and NBPTS? 
Facilitators for this session will share collaborations and lessons learned about our beloved 
profession, each other, and self.  

         
  
 
Erin Gilchrist Room: 318 
Samford University 
Title: Aesthetic Classroom Environments Conducive for Creative Writing (6-12) 
When it comes to allowing students time to creatively write in school, it is necessary that students 
be given an environment that is conducive to creativity.  In secondary schools, however, it’s often 
difficult for students to “get creative” in the classroom due to the external stimuli and the social 
connectedness to classmates. To wring out the best creative juices in our students, we must set the 
stage for student creativity.  Studies show that an environment of relaxation and solitude is often the 
least restricted environment for creativity to flourish.  This workshop promotes writing 
environments that encourage student creativity for secondary students.   
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Mariah Weber Room: 319 
PAVE Academy 
Title: Using Music to Build Content and Vocabulary for English Language Learners (PK-3) 
Presentation and hands-on learning experience that provides understanding of how to incorporate 
music into the classroom to boost content comprehension and content-specific vocabulary with 
English Language Learners.   

         
Jessica Relph Room 321   
RMWP                                                                       
Title: Improving Student Writing Through Code-switching (6-12) 
The session is designed for educators to gain knowledge of culturally relevant instruction to 
improve student writing. Through this session, educators will be introduced to the method of 
allowing students to write in their own voice then transforming that voice into one that is more 
suitable for their target audience.  
 

         
 
  
CLOSING SESSION: 1:50 – 3:00   Room:  Auditorium 
 
Keynote Address: Charles Ghigna  
 
Introduction of Speaker  Dr. Gayle Morrison 
  Shades Mountain Elementary 

 
   
Charles Ghigna:“POETRY: The Magic Carpet in Your Classroom” 
 
How to use poetry in the classroom to inspire reading & writing activities. 
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Save the Date! 
 

MMFLC Fall Family Literacy Symposium  
 

October 12, 2018 
  

Sarah Gallo, Ph.D. 

                  

 
 
Sarah Gallo, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Bilingual and Immigrant Education at The Ohio 
State University. Sarah teaches courses in bilingualism, biliteracy, and immigrant education as well 
as ethnographic research methods. As an anthropologist of education who conducts ethnographic 
research across children’s schools, homes, and communities, Sarah critically engages in promoting 
school-based learning that better recognizes and builds upon young children’s mobile and 
heterogeneous resources in the US and Mexico. She is particularly interested in understanding the 
intersections of immigration and education policies for children from mixed-status Mexican heritage 
families residing in Mexico and the United States. In 2016 Sarah was a Fulbright Scholar in Mexico, 
and in 2016 – 2018 she received a postdoctoral fellowship from the National Academy of Education 
and Spencer Foundations. In 2017 Sarah published Mi Padre: Mexican Immigrant Fathers and their 
Children’s Education (Teachers College Press), to explore the ways that educators can engage in 
humanizing family engagement to build relationships with children’s caregivers who bring different 
knowledges and experiences to schooling. 
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Submit your manuscript for publication in the MidSouth Literacy 
Journal! Practitioner articles, research articles, literature reviews, and 
book reviews are accepted. Visit the website for manuscript guidelines.  

 
 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Session materials for the 2018 

MidSouth Reading and Writing 
Conference can be accessed online 

at: www.uab.edu/mmflc. 
 
 
 
 

 

Fall Issue published November 1. Submissions due by July 31. 
Spring Issue published May 1. Submissions due by January 31. 

 
www.uab.edu/mmflc 

 

Access the MidSouth 
Literacy Journal free 
through the Maryann 

Manning Family Literacy 
Center website!  
uab.edu/mmflc 
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