
Dr. Dan Jones Dr. Ken Marion
249 CH 109/173 CH
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ENV 108 – SYLLABUS
HUMAN POPULATION AND THE EARTH’S ENVIRONMENT

An overview of the influence of human population on the Earth’s environment. Includes 
discussions of ecological principles, population dynamics, climate change, ozone depletion, 
energy resources, pollution, waste disposal, plant and animal extinctions, and food resources. 
No prerequisites. 

Week Topic Title Videotape** Text

Aug 28 1 Introduction (M*) The Environment Chs 1, 2

Sep 4
2 Human Population (M)

The Population Bomb
Ch 6

Sep 11 In the Name of Progress

Sep 18 3 Energy (J) Alternative Power Sources Chs 13, 14

Sep 25 4 Ecological Principles (M) (no video) pp. 58-72, 83-
94, 98-108

Oct 2 Test I

Oct 9 5 The Atmosphere/Air Pollution(M) The Search for Clean Air Ch 12

Oct 16
6 Biodiversity and Extinction (M) America’s Endangered

Species
Ch 8

Oct 23

Oct 30 7 Freshwater Resources (J) Water for the Cities Ch 11
(pp. 239 -
257)

Nov 6 Test II

Nov 13
8 Soils, Agriculture and the Future

of Food (J)

Food for Tomorrow 

Ch 7Nov 20 1) Pesticides in Ag.
2) Integrated Pest
Management in Ag

Thanksgiving Holidays Nov 21 – 25

Nov 27 9 Environmental Health and
Toxicology (J)

Corporate Ag.; Cultivating
Trouble

Ch 10

Dec 4 10 Waste Management (J) Water Management and
Food Production in China

Ch 15

Dec 11 Test III

*J = Jones, M = Marion 

** Each videotape will be shown several times (listed below) during the week, beginning Tuesday after
lecture at 5:30 p.m. For example, “The Population Bomb” will be shown from Tuesday, Sep 4 at 5:30
p.m. through Sep 11, 3:30 p.m.. A complete list of dates for each video is posted on the course web page.
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Videotape Viewing 
Videotapes will be shown in the ETS (in Education Building) at the following times: 

Monday 1:25-3:25 p.m., Room 238T1

Tuesday 9:30-11:00 a.m.; 5:30-7:30 p.m., Room 238T1

Wednesday 8:00-10:00 a.m.; 5:30-7:30 p.m., Room 238T1

Thursday 3:30-5:30 p.m.; 7:00-9:00 p.m., Room 238T1

Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m.; 3:30-5:30 p.m., Room 238T1

Saturday 1:00-3:00 p.m., Room 238T1

Sunday 3:00-5:00 p.m., Room 238T1

Schedule of Tests

TEST 1 Oct 2 at 3:30 p.m.

TEST 2 Nov 6 at 3:30 p.m.

TEST 3 Dec 11 at 3:30 p.m.

Your average score for 3 tests determines your final grade. Tests are weighted equally. Test 
questions are selected from the videos, textbook readings and lectures. Make-up tests given 
only for legitimate reasons. Make-up tests will be given on Dec 11 immediately after Test 3.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW FROM THIS COURSE IS OCTOBER
22.

Textbook 
Withgott & Brennan (2007), Essential Environment: The science behind the stories, 2/e. Pearson
Benjamin Cummings

ENV 108 Materials on the Web

Much of the materials for ENV 108 have been placed on the web. Here is how you can 
access those materials: 

Using any web browser – 
Type in the following address: http://www.uab.edu/academiccourses 
Click on “Students” and then click “Here to log in now.” You will be asked for a user name and
password. Type in your Blazer ID as your WebCT ID and your student number as your password. IF
YOU DON’T HAVE A Blazer ID, USE THE LINK ON THE WEBCT PAGE TO CREATE ONE.

Click on ENV 108 Human Population and the Earth’s Environment and you will then be in the
home page for ENV 108. From there you can click on any icon. To exit, simply close the browser. 


