
P-6 Internship Portfolio Requirements 

 Every candidate seeking teacher certification in Early Childhood/Elementary 

(ECE/ELE) is required to complete and submit artifacts and reflections in order to 

be recommended for certification. 

 During the internship, each ECE/ELE Student Teaching Candidate will complete 

the following seven tasks and submit them into the Taskstream portfolio 

assessment system at the end of the internship semester. 

 Diversity Intervention Plan - Due to the UAB Supervisor for a pass/fail 

grade.  

 A 10-day Unit Plan. - Due first to the cooperating teacher for approval 

prior to implementation. Upon completion, due to the UAB Supervisor for 

a pass/fail grade.  

 Impact on Student Learning Project- Due to the cooperating teacher for 

approval prior to implementation. Then, due to UAB Supervisor for a 

pass/fail grade. Project must be implemented with a small group of 6 or 

more students or an entire class.  

 Technology Integration Plan- Due to the cooperating teacher for approval 

prior to implementation. Due to UAB Supervisor for a pass/fail grade.  

 Professional Learning Plan-Due to Student Teaching Seminar Instructor.  

 Philosophy of Teaching-Due in final portfolio. 

 Teaching Evaluations-Due in final portfolio.  

Diversity Intervention Plan  

The purpose of the diversity intervention plan is for the candidate to demonstrate his or 

her ability to develop responsive curriculum and instruction in response to differences in 

individual experiences; cultural, ethnic, gender, and linguistic diversity; and 

socioeconomic status.  Candidates should improve the learning of all students, 

differentiate instruction in ways that exhibit a deep understanding of how cultural, ethnic, 

and social background; second language learning; special needs; exceptionalities; and 

learning styles and multiple intelligences affect student motivation, cognitive processing, 

and academic performance. The diversity intervention plan must be implemented with a 

struggling student, ELL student, or special needs student. The plan should address 

cognitive (i.e. literacy, mathematics) or social/behavioral competence. This assignment 

should be included in the portfolio as a Key Assessment that meets Outcome 2: 

Knowledge of Human Development and Learning, Outcome 3:Diversity, and 

Outcome 10 Partnership/Collaboration.   
 Conduct an initial assessment of the student (i.e. math interview, running record, 

Oral Language Inventory, Fountas and Pinnell benchmark assessments, functional 

behavior assessment).  Construct a one-two page written report of your 

assessment results and your analysis of the student’s data.  Develop and 

implement an individual intervention plan to address specific target behaviors or 

skills. The analysis should include the child’s strengths and weaknesses and 

strategies chosen for your 1-1 intervention sessions.  



 Conduct 8-12 (minimum) brief intervention sessions/tutoring/teacher-child 

conferences with the student and provide brief intervention summary forms to 

document the results of each intervention session.  There should be an obvious 

connection between the information gained from the initial assessment, individual 

intervention plan, and subsequent intervention summary forms that guide your 

choices of materials and strategies. Write a paragraph that summarizes the 

student’s overall progress and reflect on your own teaching. 

 

 Develop a Family Learning Plan for the intervention student. The plan should 

take into consideration the cognitive or social level of the child as revealed by the 

assessment(s) given, the child’s cultural background and languages spoken, as 

well as previous educational experiences. The family learning plan should include 

specific strategies, activities, and materials that were used in the child’s home, in 

parent/child activities in the classroom, in parent conferences, or in parent 

education workshops. The family learning plan should be communicated to the 

family of the intervention student and include the assessment information and 

specific strategies, activities, and materials that can be used in the home to 

support and extend the intervention plan. This communication can take place via 

letter, e-mail, podcast, take-home activity packet, face-to-face conference, etc. 

Write a paragraph that summarizes the home/school collaboration and reflect on 

your own learning about working and communicating with families. 

 

Unit Plan 

The purpose of the unit plan is for the candidate to demonstrate 1) his or her deep 

knowledge of subject matter content, 2) ability to organize related facts, concepts, and 

skills related to unit topic including the central concepts, important facts and skills, and 

tools of inquiry, 3) ability to anchor content in learning experiences that make the subject 

matter meaningful for all students. 

 

The unit plan should be a sequence of at least 10 lessons focused on a topic or concept. 

The unit plan can pertain to any of the following subject areas: Math, Science, Social 

Studies, Language Arts, or Literature (i.e. Author Study, Genre Study, Literature 

Cluster).  This Unit of Study must be taught during the internship. This assignment 

should be included in the portfolio as a Key Assessment that meets Outcome 1: 

Knowledge of Subject Matter, Outcome 4: Multiple Instructional Strategies, and for 

some candidates, Outcome 8: Assessment.  The unit plan should contain the following 

sections: 

1. Introduction to the Unit 

A. 1-2 paragraph rationale that includes 

 Key concepts, questions, or relationships to be explored throughout the 

study 

 Purpose (How the unit of study relates to life long learning) 

 Authenticity of the study (How it is meaningful and related to life 

experiences) 

 Developmental, cultural, and individual appropriateness of the topic 

  B. 1-2 paragraph unit summary that includes 



 Subject area(s) 

 Grade level 

 Targeted state objectives/Content Standards/Benchmarks 

 Assessment Plan - Your unit plan should begin and end with an 

assessment (i.e., a pre-assessment, assessment and evaluation of 

student thinking and prior knowledge, and post-assessment or end 

product or outcome which you will use to determine if your targeted 

standards were met.)  

2. Unit Resources 

 Printed Materials and Internet Resources (for both teacher and student use) 

 Equipment, supplies, materials and/or other hands-on resources 

 Community Resources  

3. Lesson Plans 

Submit ten days of detailed lesson planning and instructional strategies using the formal 

UAB Internship lesson plan format which can be found at: 

http://www.uab.edu/education/studentteaching/resources/forms-and-handouts 

Plans should include the following characteristics: 

 Relevant, meaningful, and authentic learning activities 

 Developmentally, culturally and individually appropriate 

 Variety of higher-order thinking skills 

 Bias-free 

 Coherently connected to prior student knowledge and learning 

 Aligned assessment, objectives, and standards 

4. Evidence  

 Provide four or more artifacts to document the unit plan implementation. Suggested 

artifacts include photos of student projects, murals, videos of student performances, 

Power Point, student artwork, audiotapes, student reports, class charts, graphs, webs, 

poems, stories, student work samples, running records, anecdotal records, student 

interviews, and technology based products. Write a narrative to accompany each 

artifact that provides a thorough explanation of the context in which the artifact was 

created and why it was selected for inclusion as evidence.  

 

Impact on Student Learning Project (or “Student Achievement Artifact”) 

The purpose of the impact on student learning project is for the candidate to show proof 

of his or her ability to impact student learning while student teaching.  The candidate’s 

charge is to increase students’ achievement by drawing upon a thorough understanding of 

learning and development, recognizing the role of families in supporting learning, 

designing a student-centered learning environment, and using research-based 

instructional and assessment strategies that motivate, engage, and maximize the learning 

of all students. In order to accomplish this goal the student teacher candidate must design 

coherent lessons that integrate a variety of appropriate and effective instructional 

strategies.  This assignment should be included in the portfolio as a Key Assessment that 

meets Outcome 8: Assessment.   

 

The student teacher candidate will demonstrate his or her ability to impact student 

learning via pre-assessment(s) (e.g., a pre-test) followed by post-assessment(s) after 

http://www.uab.edu/education/studentteaching/resources/forms-and-handouts


completing a unit of instruction or a series of instructional lessons.  Candidates can carry 

out the Impact on Student Learning Project with an entire class of students or a small 

group of at least 6 students. The Impact on Student Learning Project can be integrated as 

part of the Unit Plan assignment. However, this is not mandatory. It may be more feasible 

for candidates placed in early primary classrooms to select a Tier 2 reading or math group 

with which to conduct the Impact on Student Learning Project. The Impact on Student 

Learning Project consists of five parts: 1) Community, School, Classroom and Student 

demographics, 2) Goals, Standards, Objectives, 3) Assessment Plan, 4) Implementation, 

and 5) Analysis of Learning Outcomes 

1. Community, School, Classroom and Student Demographics 

 Very early in your field placement, work with your cooperating teacher to select 

curriculum area (reading, math, science, social studies, language arts) and 

population (Tier 1: whole class, advanced students above Tier 1, Tier 2) with 

which to evaluate your impact on student learning. The group size should reflect 

at least one third of the total class population.  

 In a one-page or less narrative, describe a variety of community, school, 

classroom, and individual factors that may impact on your students’ learning. 

These could include geographic location, district demographics, socioeconomic 

profile, physical features of classroom setting, availability of 

equipment/technology and other resources, attitudes toward individual differences 

in this classroom, physical organization of the classroom, typical kinds of 

instructional methods employed, typical approach to assessment in this classroom, 

characteristics of your students, such as age, gender, race/ethnicity, 

exceptionalities, developmental levels, culture, language, interests, learning styles 

or skill levels. Please note that you should use pseudonyms for the students, 

teacher, and school to maintain confidentiality. 

2. Goals, Standards, Objectives  

 Outline the topic or goal, standards, and objectives for your project. Select 2-4 

objectives based on the Common Core and Career Readiness Standards. 

Determine methods to assess the students’ prior knowledge of these objectives. 

3. Assessment Plan  

 Describe the assessment(s) that you will conduct before, during, and after 

instruction. Include a copy of assessment(s) if possible. Describe why you 

selected the particular assessment method(s). 

4. Implementation  

 Conduct formative/pre-assessments (i.e. formal, informal, content based, interest 

based, cognitive, affective, psychomotor).  

 Compile student’s pre- assessment data in a chart or graph. Analyze the charts for 

patterns. Based on your findings, design lessons.  

 Briefly describe the activities and/or assessments in which you engaged each 

teaching session. The activities should reflect a variety of instructional 

strategies/techniques. Describe how the lessons unfolded.  

 Conduct summative assessments that correlate with the pre-assessments. This 

portion of your project should be at least 4-8 pages, including lesson plans.  

5. Analysis of Student Outcomes. 



 Compile post assessment results. Present data in a table, graph, or chart. Show the 

pre-assessment and post-assessment results for one group of students.  A 

spreadsheet or table should be used to portray the pre-test and post-test results.   

Do not include the names of your students; instead, assign each student a number 

as demonstrated below.  Remember that the pre and post assessments can be 

creative and/or informal.  Your table might look like:  

Student # Pre-Assessment Score Post-Assessment Score 
1 35 82 

2 40 93 

3 16 62 

   

 Analyze the pre/post test data by comparing and contrasting the pre/post test 

results.  What does the data show about your students' achievement? Write a 

summary of what the pre-test and post-test analysis means in terms of your ability 

to impact the learning of students.  What does the data say about your ability to 

impact student achievement/learning?  What does the data say about your 

teaching skills? 

 

Technology Integration Plan  
The purpose of the Technology Integration Plan is for the candidate to demonstrate his or 

her ability 1) to use technological resources to support instruction and enhance student 

learning and 2) to identify and integrate available emerging technologies into the teaching 

of all content areas. This assignment should be included in the portfolio as a Key 

Assessment that meets Outcome 7: Instructional Planning, including Technology.   

 

The Technology Integration Plan contains two parts: 1) a descriptive narrative and 2) 

supporting evidence. You will write a narrative describing how you used technology to 

support your teaching during your internship. Explain how you effectively utilized 

technology with regard to the following: 

a. Preparing instructional materials 

b. Using technology in instruction in all curricular areas 

c. Engaging students in using technology in at least 2 curricular areas 

d. Assessing student learning 

e. Maintaining student records 

f. Communicating with parents (Also explain how you communicated the exact 

same information to families without internet access) 

 

Provide supporting evidence demonstrating your ability to a) use technology in a variety 

of ways and b) engage students in using technology. Supporting artifacts can include: 

lesson plans, blogs, wikki’s, websites, videos, photos of students engaged with 

technology, parent newsletters, field trip plans, floor plans, individualized lesson plans, 

journals, unit plans, author/genre studies, student portfolios, student projects, grading 

rubrics, schedules, seating arrangement diagrams, self-assessment instruments, simulated 

experiences, student contracts, teacher-made materials, parent conference summaries, 

report cards. 

 



Professional Learning Plan 

The purpose of the Professional Learning Plan is for the candidate to engage in on-going 

professional learning and self-improvement and to collaborate with colleagues to create 

and adopt research-based best practices to move his or her practice forward. 

 

Use your Teaching Competency Evaluation forms, feedback from the UAB supervisor 

and cooperating/mentor teachers, and your daily self-reflections to assess your 

professional practice and evaluate interactions with learners, parents, and other 

professionals of the learning community. Develop a Professional Learning Plan (PLP) in 

which you identify your individual goals for addressing areas of weakness. The PLP will 

include: evidence to determine goals, identification of targeted goals, a detailed plan and 

timeline of research-based professional learning aligned with goals, and a final reflection 

with evidence to support progress in reaching identified goals. This assignment should be 

included in the portfolio as a Key Assessment that meets Outcome 9: Professionalism. 

The PLP should include the following components: 

 Description of evidence used to determine goals (i.e. student teaching forms, 

feedback, self-reflection) 

 Identification of areas of need/ weakness – Identify two targeted goals or areas of 

need and describe how the deficit could impact students if not addressed.  

 Specific plan for addressing needs – For each identified area of need above 

suggest 3 specific ways the need can be addressed that will improve your skills 

and effectiveness as a teacher. This can be done with bulleted lists, but must be 

specific. For example, if your weakness is motivating non-readers, your plan for 

improvement might be: 1) Attend ARI secondary reading strategies workshop, 2) 

Observe reading instruction in the regular classroom of a National Board Certified 

teacher, and 3) interview teacher about motivation strategies 

 Timeline of research-based professional learning aligned with goals 

 Final reflection with evidence to support progress in reaching identified goals 

 

Philosophy of Teaching 

At the end of the student teaching experience, each candidate will reflect on a previously 

written Philosophy of Teaching Paper that articulates a personal philosophy of education 

that is grounded in theory, research, and practice. Core beliefs about children, learning, 

and teaching roles identified in a Philosophy of Teaching may have been challenged 

during the student teaching experience. As the personal philosophy is reviewed, strongly 

held beliefs or changes in belief should be evident. For example, if it is a core belief that 

“all children can learn”, then the student teacher may have discovered the essential role 

of motivation and feel that his or her plan should include learning more about how to 

motivate students. This assignment should be included in the portfolio as a Key 

Assessment that meets Outcome 11-B: Personal Philosophy. 

 

Teaching Evaluations 

Teaching Evaluations should be included in the portfolio as a Key Assessment that meets 

Outcome 5: Learning Environment and Outcome 6: Communication.  

 


