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Current Funding Status 

• “no new treatment for TBI has been 
approved in the past 30 years. NIH 
funding for TBI research in 2010 is 
expected to be US $81 million, whereas 
that for Alzheimer’s disease, which has a 
similar prevalence in the USA, is $527 
million.”

The Lancet Neurology (04/2010). "Traumatic brain injury: time to end the silence". 
The Lancet (British edition) (0140-6736), 9 (4), p. 331.



Current Funding Status
• NIH appropriations to pediatric research 

have remained flat since 1992

Hay, William W (06/2010). "Child health research funding and policy: imperatives 
and investments for a healthier world". Pediatrics (Evanston) (0031-4005), 125 (6), p. 
1259.



National PABI Plan

• Alabama’s Role
– Participated in draft of National PABI Plan
– UAB/Children’s Hospital selected as State Lead 

Center of Excellence
– UAB/Children’s Hospital serves as regional center for 

Transition Programs
– Participate in lobbying efforts in increase awareness 

among politicians
– Continue to pursue funding of PABI Plan
– Proclamation of Brain Injury Awareness Month





Current Efforts in Categories of 
Care

• Prevention
• Acute  Phase
• Reintegration Phase
• Adult Transition
• Mild TBI
• Rural/Tele-health
• SJBP Virtual Center of Excellence



Prevention

• Think First

• Safe Kids

• Car Seats for Kids 

• Injury Free Coalition for Kids

http://www.thinkfirst.org/home.asp�
http://www.safekids.org/�


Prevention

• Southeastern Child Safety Institute 

• AAP Committee on Injury Prevention 

• Sports Concussion Committee of AHITF

• UAB Injury Control and 
Research Center



UAB Injury Control and 
Research Center



Acute Care

• Children’s Hospital is the only state 
designated Level I pediatric trauma center 
in Alabama. 

• UAB is the only American College of 
Surgeons designated Level I adult trauma 
center in the state. 

• Children’s Hospital has the only pediatric 
inpatient rehabilitation unit in the state.



Reintegration Phase

• Children’s Hospital Acute Rehabilitation 
Case Manager

• Children’s Rehabilitation Service (CRS) 
Traumatic Brain Injury TBI Case 
Coordinator 

• CRS Passages: A Community Based, 
Family-Centered Model of Care 



Adult Transition

• CRS Teen Transition Clinic

• ADRS The Interactive Community-Based 
Model (ICBM) 

• UAB TBI Model System



Mild TBI

• Sports Concussion Committee-AHITF
– AHSAA

• Children’s Hospital Concussion Task 
Force



Rural/Tele-health

• ADRS MCHB Grant
– 1) expand the Statewide System of Care for 

children and youth with TBI who are 
unidentified, unserved/underserved, including 
those in rural communities



SJBP Virtual Center of Excellence
• Sharing our experiences through a 

worldwide, online ecosystem to 
deliver better outcomes for those with 
brain injuries and their families.



Acute Care of Mild, Moderate, and 
Severe Brain Injury

A discussion of the acute care of mild 
traumatic brain injury or concussion

A discussion of the acute care of moderate 
to severe brain injury



Children’s Hospital Concussion Task Force Management 
Progression

1st or 2nd

Concussi
on

ER

UAB Sports 
Medicine within the 
next week
• SCAT 2
• Zurich RTP  once 
symptom free

Abnormal Brain Imaging
or

Concomitant C-spine injury

Neurosurgery
• SCAT 2
• Zurich RTP once 1 
month symptom free

3rd

Concussi
on

RTP=Return to play          * ER referral on night of concussion at discretion of on-site trainer

UAB Sports 
Medicine prior to 
contact.
• SCAT 2

RTP

*

Direct Referral to
NΨ
Neurology, or 
Rehab Medicine
• Zurich RTP once 
symptom free

NΨ Issues?

NΨ Issues?



Pediatric ICU Severe TBI Protocol



Questions for the Panel
• What is the number one research question you would like to have an 

answer to related to brain injury? 

• Where do you see the largest variation in treatment of brain injury, either 
within our own institution, across the state, or across the country? 

• What is your biggest challenge when treating an individual with a brain 
injury? 

• What clinical and/or research efforts do you currently participate in to 
address the challenges faced in treating this patient population? 

• What do you see as the biggest challenge to answering the unknown 
questions surrounding the treatment of brain injuries? 

• How will the National Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury plan improve the 
treatment of individuals with brain injuries? 
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